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FEBRUARY 20-27,  2026
The National Speleological Society Cave Diving Section (NSS-CDS)  
is proud to partner with Underworld Tulum for this special event!

*See nsscds.org for full Grand Prize Raffle details. The Grand Prize Raffle is provided courtesy of the NSS-CDS purchased using proceeds  
from raffle ticket donations. No purchase or contribution necessary. Open to individuals 18 years or older. Void where prohibited.

For 2 divers! (Need not be present to win)

7 days/6 nights lodging at Underworld Tulum 
      (double occupancy)

5 days diving - professional guided on 2 days* 
      (includes rental tanks & weights)

2 Underworld Tulum T-shirts

Up to $200 breathing gas allowance*

Up to $400 rental car reimbursement*

Up to $1,000 airfare allowance*

Over $3,650 Value

More to come!

Engaging Speakers
Meet & Greets

Evening Socials
Last Night Dinner

Conference Shirt
Goodie Bag

1 Raffle Ticket
2 Drink Tickets

Michael Menduno 
InDepth Magazine

Ricardo Castillo 
Dive Rite Mexico

Roger Williams 
XOC-Ha

Lanny & Claire Vogel 
Underworld Tulum

For more info and to register, visit: www.nsscds.orgPhoto: Daniel Riordan

Only 50 spaces available. Ticket sales open to Members July 1st (non-members August 1st).
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To our readers and members: Views 
represented in Underwater Speleology 
articles are solely the author’s and do 
QRW�UHÀHFW�WKH�YLHZV�RI�WKH�166�&'6�
%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�RU�RI�WKH�(GLWRU��

:H�DGYRFDWH�IUHHGRP�RI�VSHHFK�DQG�
ZHOFRPH�GLVFXVVLRQ��)HHO�IUHH�WR�UHEXW�
SUHYLRXV�DUWLFOHV�DQG�RU�WR�VXEPLW�\RXU�
RZQ��

The magazine encourages members 
to submit news, stories, letters, trip 
and exploration reports, maps, and 
SKRWRV�IRU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��3OHDVH�FRQ�
WDFW�WKH�(GLWRU�IRU�SXEOLFDWLRQ�JXLGH�
OLQHV�DQG�WR�DYRLG�GXSOLFDWLRQ�RI�ZRUN�
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Underwater Speleology (UWS) is 
SXEOLVKHG�TXDUWHUO\��IRXU�WLPHV�\HDUO\��
E\�WKH�166�&'6�������1:���UG�$YH��
6XLWH����������*DLQHVYLOOH��)/��������
7HOHSKRQH����������������

 UWS�LV�D�PHPEHUVKLS�EHQH¿W��,QIRU�
PDWLRQ�DERXW�PHPEHUVKLS�IHHV�DQG�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�KWWSV����
QVVFGV�RUJ�

3OHDVH�VHQG�DGGUHVV�FKDQJHV�WR�FGV�
PDQDJHU#QVVFGV�RUJ�RU�WR������1:�
��UG�$YH��6XLWH����������*DLQHVYLOOH��
)/������

UWS text, illustrations, and photo�
graphs may not be reproduced without 
WKH�H[SUHVV�FRQVHQW�RI�WKH�166�&'6�
or its authors, artists, or photogra�
SKHUV�

166�&'6�LV�D�����F�����QRQSUR¿W�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
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Dear fellow members,

2XU�E\ODZV�UHTXLUH�WKH�FKDLU�WR�GHOLYHU�DQ�DQQXDO�´6WDWH�RI�WKH�&'6�µ�,·OO�
UHYLHZ�VRPH�KLJKOLJKWV�RI�WKH�����������%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV·�WHUP�DQG�
provide an insight into our goals and plans for the 2025-2026 term. 

Education:  We are pleased to announce a major leap forward for our 
HGXFDWLRQDO�PLVVLRQ��7KH�ÀUVW�166�&'6�RQOLQH�6&8%$�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�LV�
now live! The Full Cave Diver course is available in our online store. Read 
the full story on Page 16.

Events: The 2025 Winter Workshop (January) and International Cave 
Diving Conference (May) both were the most successful and best 
DWWHQGHG�LQ�WKH�6HFWLRQ·V�KLVWRU\��7KLV�ZDV�WKDQNV�WR�H[WHQVLYH�YROXQWHHU�
efforts, sponsor generosity, member participation, and the draw of world-
class speakers. 

We outgrew the Hart Springs building and moved the Workshop to the 
+LJK�6SULQJV�&LYLF�&HQWHU��:H�XSJUDGHG�WKH�&RQIHUHQFH�IURP�WKH�$UPRU\�
WR�5HPEHUW�)DUPV�LQ�$ODFKXD��)HHGEDFN�KDV�EHHQ�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�
positive on both moves. 

Finances:�:H�DUH�LQ�D�IDLUO\�VWURQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�SRVLWLRQ��&RQWULEXWLQJ�IDFWRUV�
include a refreshed online store with new products, member generosity, 
successful fundraising efforts for ad hoc purposes, general fundraising 
during Section events, strict adherence to our budgetary processes, and 
SHQQ\�SLQFKLQJ�E\�WKH�%RDUG���([DPSOHV�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�LQFOXGH�UHSXUSRVLQJ�
two four-foot diver benches that we salvaged from Madison Blue Springs 
State Park (replaced with eight-foot “CDS Super Benches”) that we 
FOHDQHG��VWDLQHG��DQG�LQVWDOOHG�DW�(GZDUG·V�6SULQJV��'HWDLOHG�PRQWKO\�
ÀQDQFLDO�UHSRUWV�DUH�DWWDFKHG�WR�RXU�PRQWKO\�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV·�PHHWLQJ�
minutes, which are available on our website. 

Cave Access: 7KH�&DYH�$FFHVV�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�VWHDGLO\�ZRUNHG�RYHU�
WKH�SDVW�\HDU�WR�RSHQ�(GZDUG·V�6SULQJ�QHDU�/LYH�2DN��)/��WR�166�&'6�
PHPEHUV��7KLV�LV�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�V\VWHP�ZLWK�KLJK�ÁRZ�DQG�GHSWKV�LQ�WKH�
KHOLRWUR[�UDQJH��)RU�GLYHUV�ZLWK�DSSURSULDWH�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�H[SHULHQFH��LW�
LV�D�UHZDUGLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��7KH�SURFHVV�IRU�GLYLQJ�(GZDUG·V�LV�VLPLODU�WR�
diving Cow Springs: Complete the online waiver, receive the gate code 
via email, and reply “I am out of the water” to the email once your dive is 
complete. Enjoy! 
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by Fred Stratton

Fred Stratton is the 2025-202 NSS-CDS Chair. He has been cave diving since 2003.

 
Community: 7KH������$WODQWLF�KXUULFDQH�VHDVRQ�ZDV�TXLWH�DFWLYH���+HOHQH�VZHSW�WKURXJK�WKH�%LJ�%HQG�UHJLRQ�
DQG�UXGHO\�URDUHG�WKURXJK�6XZDQQHH�&RXQW\�EHIRUH�VZHHSLQJ�LQODQG�WR�*HRUJLD��7HQQHVVHH��DQG�1RUWK�
Carolina.  Diver favorites Madison, Peacock, and Cow required work. Eager, energetic volunteers turned out in 
numbers. Read more about our great volunteers in the story on Page 14.

Accident Analysis:�:H�ORVW�WZR�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FDYH�GLYLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�)ORULGD�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�TXDUWHU�RI��������
7KH�6DIHW\�&RPPLWWHH�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�WKH�HYHQW�RI����)HEUXDU\��������$YDLODEOH�IRU�UHDGLQJ�DW�KWWSV���QVVFGV�
RUJ�DFFLGHQW�DQDO\VLV�����7KH�HYHQW�LQ�$SULO�LV�VWLOO�XQGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��,·YH�REVHUYHG�D�TXLHW��SDWLHQW�UHVSRQVH�
among the cave diving community in the wake of both incidents. This restraint is admirable and greatly 
appreciated by law enforcement, investigators, and the affected families. 

Recognition:�,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�RXU�DQQXDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DZDUGV�IRU�9ROXQWHHULVP��([SORUDWLRQ��DQG�/LIHWLPH�
$FKLHYHPHQW��ZH�DGGHG�D�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$ZDUG��7KH�VHFWLRQ�KDV�SUHVHQWHG�WKLV�DZDUG�SHULRGLFDOO\�LQ�WKH�SDVW��
2XU�PHPEHUV�DUH�HQJDJHG�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�DQ�DQQXDO�DZDUG�DUH�SOHQWLIXO��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�
all 2025 award recipients..

Going International:�:H�ZLOO�FRQGXFW�RXU�ÀUVW�HYHQW�EH\RQG�RXU�ERUGHUV�DW�WKH������:LQWHU�:RUNVKRS�LQ�
7XOXP��0H[LFR���6HDWV�DUH�OLPLWHG�WR����VR�EX\�\RXU�WLFNHW�QRZ���7LFNHWV�IRU�D�7XOXP�&DYH�'LYLQJ�7ULS�IRU�7ZR�
will go on sale soon for $20 each. (You need not be present to win). 

:KDW·V�LQ�VWRUH�IRU�WKH�\HDU�DKHDG"

• Details on fundraising and a construction timeline for the Wall of Honor to be built at Cow Springs; 

• Details on the 2026 Winter Workshop; 

• 1HZ�FRXUVHV�WKDW�WKH�7UDLQLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�LV�GLOLJHQWO\�EXLOGLQJ��

• &RPPXQLW\�GLYLQJ�HYHQWV��1R�FRVW�DQG�QR�REOLJDWLRQ�RWKHU�WKDQ�WR�VKRZ�XS��KDYH�IXQ��GLYH��DQG�HQMR\�HDFK�
RWKHU·V�FRPSDQ\��

• Volunteer opportunities to make a difference to the Section, in the community, and in the cave systems we 
treasure. (We have immediate opportunities in  fundraising, marketing, and event planning); and

• Infrastructure upgrades and format changes that will make future events more professional and enjoyable. 

0\�IHOORZ�GLUHFWRUV�DQG�,�DUH�KRQRUHG�WR�VHUYH�\RX��/HW�XV�NQRZ�KRZ�ZH�DUH�GRLQJ��

Go dive. Have fun. Be safe. 

Fred Stratton



6        Underwater Speleology

Chris Brock pops through an opening at  Hill 400.
 © Jennifer Dillaman.



Positioning the Elements 
for Cave Diving Photography

Story and photos by 
Jennifer Dillaman
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The secret to cave diving photography and 
videography is more than just a good camera. It is 
a way of seeing the environment around you and 
positioning all the elements to come together as one. 

$V�FDYH�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�GLYHUV��ZH�RIWHQ�ZDQW�WR�FKDW�
up to our friends and families this amazing thing we 
do. We want our social media to shine out amongst 
the crowd with our sport and passion. So we turn to 
photos and videos. 

0DQ\�GLYHUV�ZLOO�ÀQG�WKDW�WKH\�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�WKH�
camera on the dive or surface and be disappointed 
ZLWK�WKHLU�LPDJHV�RU�YLGHRV��:K\�LV�WKDW"�&DQ�\RX�
do something different or better to improve your end 
UHVXOWV"�2I�FRXUVH��-XVW�DV�ZLWK�DQ\�VNLOO��WKHUH�DUH�
things you can do that will improve your performance 
and end results.

Start without a camera

I know, the thought running through your head right 
QRZ�LV�¶ZKDW"�·�,W�VRXQGV�FUD]\��WKH�RQH�UHTXLUHG�
piece of equipment for any type of photography is 
a camera. So why would I suggest starting without 
RQH"�

The answer is simple: safety. Safety for you as a 
diver and consideration for the cave. It is incredibly 
easy to get lost behind a camera lens and forget 
DERXW�ZKDW�\RXU�ÀQV�DUH�GRLQJ�RU�ZKHUH�WKDW�JROG�
line is. You can get distracted when trying to position 
your dive buddy to make him or her look as cool as 
possible and breathe past your thirds or forget about 
decompression obligations.

So start without the camera. Do a dive with the 
person you are planning on photographing. Know 
that you are mentally setting up for a photograph. 

Study the cave as you swim. Where are the 
LQWHUHVWLQJ�IRUPDWLRQV��FRORUV��RU�WXQQHOV"�)LQG�WKH�
spot you want to shoot, and stop. 

Tips andTechniques

Ask yourself these questions:

• Is there flow? If there is, you need to decide 
where each diver will be. Will the photographer 
RU�PRGHO�EH�IDFLQJ�WKH�FXUUHQW"�,W�LV�PXFK�HDVLHU�
to hold position if you are swimming into the 
ÁRZ��,W�LV�XVXDOO\�HDVLHU�IRU�WKH�SKRWRJUDSKHU�WR�
move around and change positions than for the 
model. The ability to move around will give you an 
opportunity to capture a variety of angles as well. 

• What is the bottom made of? This is a very 
important consideration. Gouging the bottom with 
ÀQV��NQHHV��DQG�KDQGV�WR�VWHDG\�\RXUVHOI�ZKLOH�
trying to take a photo not only damages the cave 
but can be dangerous to you as a diver. 

On this “no camera” dive, stop and try to write 
something in your wet notes. Can you hold 
position without hitting the bottom or needing to 
VWHDG\�\RXUVHOI"�,I�WKH�DQVZHU�LV�QR��\RX�DUH�QRW�
ready to take a photograph here. Spend time 
practicing your buoyancy control before adding a 
camera to the dive. 

• Can your model maintain position without 
disrupting a sensitive bottom? If the answer 
is no, you need to reposition them. Silt in a 
photograph very rarely adds value to the image. 
8VXDOO\�LW�UXLQV�D�VKRW��3UDFWLFLQJ�LQ�WKH�VSRW�
before taking the camera can eliminate accidental 
ÀQ�NLFNV�RU�ORVVHV�RI�EXR\DQF\�GXULQJ�WKH�
photoshoot.

• What are your bubbles doing? Small 
observations like this one help photographers to 
FRQWURO�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�VFHQH��,I�WKHUH�LV�ÁRZ��
bubbles may be pulled closer to the camera and 
require the photographer to reposition. Caves 
ZLWKRXW�ÁRZ�FDQ�FROOHFW�EXEEOHV�RQ�WKH�FHLOLQJ�DQG�
create an air pocket that may cause weird light 
UHÁHFWLRQV�\RX�KDGQ·W�DQWLFLSDWHG�

 
• How big is the cave, and what color is it?  The 

ORFDWLRQ·V�VL]H�DQG�FRORU�DUH�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�ZKHQ�



The Jug Hole Restriction. Diver is Josh Dillaman. © Jennifer Dillaman.
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it comes to how much light is required to make 
LW�EULJKW�HQRXJK�IRU�D�SKRWRJUDSK��/DUJH�URRPV�
QHHG�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�PRUH�OLJKW�WKDQ�VPDOO�SKUHDWLF�
tunnels. 

Just as important as the size consideration of 
the cave is the color of the rocks. Black or dark 
rocks require much more light than white or light 
tan rocks. It is a simple enough concept when 
you break it down, but it is a very important 
consideration. 

,I�\RX�GR�QRW�KDYH�HQRXJK�OLJKW�IRU�D�ODUJH�DQG�RU�
GDUN�URRP��FKDQJH�ORFDWLRQV��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�JRRG�
\RXU�3KRWRVKRS��LV��\RXU�FDYH�SKRWRJUDSK�ZRQ·W�
turn out like you hoped if there is not enough light.

3UDFWLFH�LQ�RSHQ�ZDWHU�ÀUVW

I know, this is now two steps for cave photography 
WKDW�KDYHQ·W�DFWXDOO\�LQYROYHG�DQ\�FDYH�SKRWRJUDSK\��
But practicing with your camera in open water before 
taking it into a cave is imperative. 

Few divers realize how “tuned in” our buoyancy must 
be in order to operate a camera while maintaining 

proper trim and breathing. Have a buddy go with you 
and watch your trim as you try to hold position. Swim 
through some hula hoops or buoyancy rings with 
WKH�FDPHUD�WR�ÀJXUH�RXW�ZKHUH�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�OLPLWV�
DUH��/HDUQ�KRZ�FORVH�\RX�FDQ�JHW�WR�WKH�ÁRRU�ZLWKRXW�
disturbing it or how small of a space you can occupy 
ZLWKRXW�EXPSLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZDOOV��FHLOLQJ��RU�ÁRRU��

(YHQ�VPDOO�FDPHUDV�VXFK�DV�*R3URV��UHTXLUH�H[WUD�
FRQWURO�WR�RSHUDWH��'RQ·W�GLVFRXQW�WKH�QHHG�WR�SUDFWLFH�
before taking a camera into a delicate environment 
such as an underwater  cave. Remember, poor 
EXR\DQF\�FDQ�QRW�RQO\�SXW�\RX�DQG�\RXU�PRGHO�EXGG\�
in a dangerous situation, it will quickly ruin your shot. 

Start small

%X\LQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�H[SHQVLYH�FDPHUD�ULJ�
that is on the market will not guarantee you a good 
photograph. There is no question that higher-end 
technology is an important tool for cave photography. 
But jumping right into something large and 
complicated will usually turn out worse photos than if 
you start small and work your way up. 

Cave diving photography is hard. You are combining 
DQ�DOUHDG\�WHFKQLFDOO\�GLIÀFXOW�DQG�PHQWDOO\�
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Josh Dillaman hovers in tannic water. © Jennifer Dillaman. 
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demanding sport with another technically and 
artistically demanding task. Give yourself time to 
learn and develop. Starting small with something like 
D�FRPSDFW�FDPHUD�RU�*R3UR���VW\OH�VL]H�FDPHUD�
lets you overcome and adapt to different challenges 
that cave diving photography presents. 

How do I get my camera into the cave? 

$V�FDYH�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�GLYHUV��ZH�VSHQG�FRXQWOHVV�
KRXUV�VWUHDPOLQLQJ�DQG�ÀQH�WXQLQJ�RXU�ULJ��+RZ�
can we get every last piece of equipment optimally 
placed so that it is both out of the way and easily 
DFFHVVLEOH"�

1RZ�OHW·V�DGG�D�FDPHUD�DQG�OLJKWV�WR�WKDW��&DPHUDV��
trays, lights, cords, and all the accessories are not 
VWUHDPOLQHG�RXW�RI�WKH�ER[��:H·YH�DOO�VHHQ�WKH�QHZ�
open-water divers with cameras dangling three feet 
below their bodies dragging in the sand as they swim 
DORQJ��7KLV�ZRQ·W�FXW�LW�IRU�FDYH�SKRWRJUDSK\��:H�
need to balance and secure our camera rigs so that 
we can still access all the important pieces of gear 
we so painstakingly learned to use during our cave 
diving courses. 

We also have to also consider not damaging the 
FDPHUD��$�FDYH�SKRWRJUDSKHU�PD\�QHHG�WR�JR�

Behind the Henkel . The diver is Cameron Mahaffey. © Jennifer Dillaman

through a restriction. You need to ensure your 
camera does not bang on or scrape off rocks.

Ideas for attaching your camera rig can include 
adding bolt snaps and bungees to your rig and 
clipping it off on a butt plate. Or you could attach 
it  your side like you would a side mount or deco 
cylinder. The photographer should be able to easily 
clip and unclip the camera in case they need to 
swim through a restriction. Make sure you secure 
DOO�RI�\RXU�OLJKWV�VR�WKH\�GRQ·W�DFFLGHQWDOO\�GUDJ�RU�
tangle in lines. Divvy up the equipment between the 
photographer and model (if they are willing) to help 
prevent one diver getting overwhelmed with so much 
H[WUD��7U\�DGGLQJ�IRDP�RU�VROLG�ÁRDWV�WR�PDNH�\RXU�
camera rig neutrally buoyant at your planned depth. 
7KLV�ZLOO�DOVR�SUHYHQW�GUDJJLQJ�WDQJOLQJ�DQG�KHOS�ZLWK�
streamlining.
 
Create a scene

'LYLQJ�LQWR�D�FDYH�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�FDQ�EH�
overwhelming. There are so many things to see 
DQG�H[SHULHQFH��7XQQHOV�VWUHWFK�HQGOHVVO\�LQ�D�
captivating maze, speleothems decorate the ceilings 
RU�ÁRRUV��FOD\�EDQNV�LOOXVWUDWH�HRQV�RI�WLPH��

Remember that with photography we are trying to tell 
a story. We want viewers to see our image and feel 
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what we felt in that moment. Take your time to create a complete scene before taking the picture. Position 
\RXU�PRGHO�WR�EH�DQ�DFWLYH�SDUW�RI�WKH�SKRWRJUDSK�LQVWHDG�RI�MXVW�VKRZLQJ�WKHLU�EXWW�DQG�ÀQV�VZLPPLQJ�LQ�IURQW�
RI�WKH�FDPHUD���/HW·V�EH�KRQHVW��ZH·YH�DOO�WDNHQ�XQÁDWWHULQJ�VKRWV�RI�RXU�GLYH�EXGGLHV·�EXWWV�DV�WKH\�VZLP�
ahead of us). 

&KRVH�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�SDUW�RI�WKH�FDYH�WR�FHQWHU�\RXU�LPDJH�DURXQG��,V�WKH�ÁRRU�FRYHUHG�LQ�VFDO\�JRHWKLWH"�,V�WKH�
WXQQHO�GULSSLQJ�ZLWK�VWDODFWLWHV"�1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�XQLTXH�DVSHFW�\RX�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�FDSWXUH��EH�VXUH�WR�VHW�XS�WKH�
scene so that it is the focus. Be intentional with your photographs. Think about how each element interacts 
with each other, and plan out the scene you want to capture. 

Enjoy yourself, and be safe

7DNLQJ�SKRWRJUDSKV�DQG�RU�YLGHRV�LQ�D�FDYH�FDQ�EH�D�XQLTXHO\�FKDOOHQJLQJ��EXW�WKLV�VHFUHW�XQGHUZDWHU�ZRUOG�
has captivated us all. Remember to have fun and be safe behind the camera. The images and videos you 
SURGXFH�ZLOO�JLYH�QRQ�GLYHUV�D�FKDQFH�WR�VHH�LQWR�RXU�VSRUW�DQG�SRVVLEO\�LQVSLUH�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�GLYHUV��
7DNH�FDUH�WR�SURWHFW�DQG�SUHVHUYH�WKLV�IUDJLOH�V\VWHPV�ZH�DUH�OXFN\�HQRXJK�WR�H[SORUH��

Josh Dillaman  swims “through the decor” in Cenote Chan Hol, Tulum, Mexico. © Jennifer Dillaman.

6SHDNLQJ�RXW�DERXW�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�<XFDWiQ�3HQLQVXOD·V�FHQRWHV�LV�D�WRXFK\�VXEMHFW�ORFDOO\��
But rapid overdevelopment, including the Tren Maya (Mayan Train) is damaging the cenotes in a way that few 
non-divers ever will see. Stratis Kas convened a panel of local cave divers and environmentalists to discus the 
GDPDJH�WR�WKH�HFRV\VWHP�DQG�WKH�RYHUDOO�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�DV�WKH�UXVK�WR�SURÀW� Read it here.

Jennifer Dillaman is a cave diver, an underwater photographer, 
and Secretary of the NSS-CDS Board of Directors.

Cenotes on the Edge: Locals Decry Environmental Destruction
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Who’s Who on the 2025-2026
NSS-CDS Board of Directors

Steve Dalcher - Program Director Joerg Hesse - Program Director

Fred Stratton - Chair James Chandler - Vice Chair Renée Power - Treasurer

7KH�����������166�&'6�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�ZDV�VHDWHG�DW�WKH������DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�KHOG�DW�ODVW�
PRQWK·V�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQIHUHQFH��<RX�FDQ�FRQWDFW�WKHP�E\�HPDLO�XVLQJ�WKH�OLQNV�WR�WKHLU�QDPHV�RQ�WKLV�
page. 

Jennifer Dillaman - Secretary

Chris Brock -Training Director
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7KH�/DWLQ�URRW�RI�WKH�ZRUG�YROXQWHHU�LV�voluntarius, 
PHDQLQJ�ZLOOLQJ��RI�RQH·V�RZQ�IUHH�ZLOO��%UDYH�
FRORQLVWV�LQ���WK�FHQWXU\�$PHULFD�VWHSSHG�IRUZDUG�WR�
form an army that defeated Great Britain and gained 
our independence. Tennessee is called the Volunteer 
State due to the large number of Tennesseans who 
VWHSSHG�IRUZDUG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�EDWWOH�LQ�WKH�0H[LFDQ�
$PHULFDQ�:DU�RI������������

Dedicated cave divers stepped forward to create the 
Cave Diving Section in 1973, and volunteers have 
sustained and strengthened the organization these 
SDVW�ÀIW\�WZR�\HDUV��7KURXJK�WULDOV�DQG�WULEXODWLRQV��
economic busts and booms, our volunteers have 
remained committed to our history, heritage, 
H[SDQVLRQ��DQG�SURVSHULW\��

It is due to this spirit of commitment to our 
FRPPXQLW\�WKDW��,�EHOLHYH��WKH�6HFWLRQ·V�EHVW�GD\V�
are yet to come. My belief is also grounded in 
accomplishments. Here are a few of many recent 
H[DPSOHV��

(GZDUG·V�6SULQJ��$V�PDQ\�DV����GLIIHUHQW�
volunteers and the landowner himself worked on 
signing a management agreement and building 
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�VR�WKDW�PHPEHUV�FDQ�HQMR\�(GZDUG·V�
6SULQJ�QHDU�/LYH�2DN��)ORULGD��$�WRWDO�RI�RYHU�
����KRXUV�KDV�EHHQ�LQYHVWHG�VR�IDU��$�IHZ�PRUH�

by Fred Stratton

Post-hurricane restoration project at Wes Skiles Peacock Springs 
State Park, January 2024. Photo by Peacock Park staff.

UHÀQHPHQWV�DQG�VRPH�HURVLRQ�FRQWURO�SODQWLQJV�ZLOO�
push this number closer to 500 hours.

0DGLVRQ�%OXH��,Q�WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV��166�&'6�
volunteers have converged on the beloved Madison 
%OXH�6SULQJV�6WDWH�3DUN�QHDU�/HH��)ORULGD��7KH\�KDYH�
removed and replaced four diver benches, replaced 
dilapidated fencing, and installed new handrails. The 
latest project involved replacing three sets of stairs 
from the parking lot to the concrete path ringing the 
KHDGVSULQJ�DQG�RYHU�������OLQHDU�IHHW�RI��·�[��·�GHFN�
boards, all accomplished by volunteers and park staff 
in four days. Section volunteers have invested well 
over 700 hours at Madison Blue in the past two years.

2UDQJH�*URYH��Replacing the lower set of stairs 
WR�2UDQJH�*URYH�6LQN�ZDV�D�FRPSOH[��VHYHQ�GD\�
project. Twelve volunteers worked this effort—some 
worked a day, a few worked all week. Complete 
demolition was followed by custom cutting nine 
20-foot long stair stringers (several more than what 
we demolished) and resting them on beefy framing 
WR�VXSSRUW��;�GHFN�ERDUGV�DQG�QRQ�VNLG�VWULSV��$W�
least 400 hours went into the design, demolition and 
reconstruction project. 

3HDFRFN�6SULQJV��Hurricane Idalia was unkind to 
Wes Skiles Peacock Springs State Park in the 2023 
as she slammed into Suwannee County with a mighty 

Boardwalk and stairs project at Madison Blue, June 2025. 
Photo by Tom Johnson. 

 The Fuel  That Powers the NSS-CDS
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WHPSHU��1R�OHVV�WKDQ����YROXQWHHUV�VZDUPHG�ERWK�
Orange Grove and Peacock for a weekend in January 
to build and install eight new diver benches, repair a 
picnic table, replace over 250 linear feet of two-rail 
fencing, set bent support posts upright, reset concrete 
vehicle stops, reset a BBQ grill, and plant a handicap 
parking sign. Total hours invested amounted to nearly 
500. Dive Outpost and Big Guy Scuba contributed hot 
beverages and lunch, energizing volunteers to knock 
out a huge amount of work. 

Our own &RZ�6SULQJV�HQGXUHG�,GDOLD·V�ZUDWK��$ORQJ�
with general cleanup, volunteers added a concrete 
SDYHU�ÁRRU�WR�WKH�WZR�FKDQJLQJ�URRPV��UHIXUELVKHG�
the lone diver bench, and installed two new diver 
benches. Then in September 2024, Hurricane Helene 
KXUWOHG�LQWR�)ORULGD·V�%LJ�%HQG�UHJLRQ�RQ�KHU�ZD\�WR�
1RUWK�&DUROLQD�YLD�6XZDQQHH�&RXQW\��7KH�SURSHUW\�
looked like a giant Jenga tower had collapsed onto 
it, smashing one of the diver benches and blocking 
access to the changing rooms and the spring itself.

1HDUO\����YROXQWHHUV�FRQYHUJHG�RQ�&RZ�IRU�D�GD\�WR�
UHEXLOG�WKH�GLYHU�EHQFK�DQG�WKHQ�ÀUHG�XS�VL[�FKDLQ�
saws to cut up and remove downed and bent trees. 
Based on local rates for tree cutting services, we 
estimate this volunteer effort saved the Section well 
north of $5,000. Our stalwart supporters at Dive 
Outpost not only donated a new front gate to replace 
one karate chopped in the middle by a giant tree, they 
installed it without being asked. 

0LOO�&UHHN��$ODFKXD��6LQN� 2XU�$ODFKXD�:DWHU is an 
organization that sprang from concern for the threats 
that the Tara group of construction projects pose to 
Mill Creek Sink. The sink is a swallow hole that drains 

an enormous area and is directly linked to the Santa 
)H�5LYHU�YLD�+RUQVE\�6SULQJV�VL[�PLOHV�WR�WKH�ZHVW��

2$:�PHPEHUV·�WHVWLPRQ\�EHIRUH�WKH�+LJK�6SULQJV�
FLW\�FRPPLVVLRQ�OHG�WR�WKDW�ERG\·V�ÀOLQJ�IRU�DIIHFWHG�
SDUW\�VWDWXV�ZLWK�WKH�&LW\�RI�$ODFKXD�DQG�WKH�$ODFKXD�
Board of Country Commissioners (BOCC) in 
*DLQHVYLOOH��)/��7KH�$ODFKXD�%2&&�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
ÀOHG�IRU�LQWHUHVWHG�SDUW\�VWDWXV�ZLWK�WKH�&LW\�RI�
$ODFKXD��

$OWKRXJK�WZR�7DUD�SURMHFWV�DUH�XQGHUZD\��WKH�RWKHUV�
IDFH�LQFUHDVHG�VFUXWLQ\�E\�2$:·V�PDQ\�FRQVWLWXHQW�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�HOHFWHG�RIÀFLDOV�LQ�WKH�&LW\�DQG�
&RXQWU\�RI�$ODFKXD�DQG�+LJK�6SULQJV��7KH�ODWWHU·V�
water supply is downstream of Mill Creek Sink, 
ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�FRQÀUPHG�E\�WZR�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�
dye trace studies. The battle continues to raise 
DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�DFWLRQ��7KH�6HFWLRQ·V�
6FLHQFH�&RPPLWWHH��VSHFLÀFDOO\�WKH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
subcommittee, has been deeply involved in this 
YROXQWHHU�ZRUN��$�FRQVHUYDWLYH�HVWLPDWH�LV�����KRXUV��
CDS members Bryan Buescher and Vicki Bashor 

&DYH�GLYHUV�DQG�FRQFHUQHG�FLWL]HQV�OREE\�$ODFKXD�&LW\�RIÀFLDOV�
to cut back the Tara developments. Photo by Fred Stratton.
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RB Havens and Tom Johnson install stringers during the May 
2025 project to replace the lower set of stairs at Orange Grove. 
Photo by Fred Stratton.



HDUQHG�WKH�166�&'6������&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$ZDUG�IRU�
spearheading much of the work.

7UDLQLQJ��7KH�UHOHDVH�RI�WKH�6HFWLRQ·V�ÀUVW�RQOLQH�
course in early June 2025 marked a milestone. 
This comprehensive overhead training curriculum 
was developed for roughly 20% of the cost had we 
contracted out all the work. The lead developer is 
DQ�166�&'6�PHPEHU�ZKR�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�IDLU�ZLWK�
her hourly rate. She even volunteered to perform 
additional work to see the project through to fruition. 
Proofreading, editing, and additional content 
including high-quality videos and still photographs 
were all volunteer efforts for which ten members 
UHFHLYHG�WKH�166�&'6�2XWVWDQGLQJ�6HUYLFH�$ZDUG��
This massive effort involved close to 2,000 hours.

1)6$��/HW·V�WLS�RXU�KDWV�WR�WKH�1RUWK�)ORULGD�6SULQJV�
$OOLDQFH. They led the Orange Grove stairs project in 
0D\�������$V�D�FLWL]HQ�VXSSRUW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��&62��
they buy lumber and hardware for many of the 
SURMHFWV�LQ�VWDWH�SDUNV��7KDQN�\RX��1)6$�

�����,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&DYH�'LYLQJ�&RQIHUHQFH� In the 
“leave it better than you found it” department, this 
shoutout is to Courtney and Ian Parrish, the dynamic 
duo who coordinated the 2025 International Cave 
Diving Conference. We recruited them at the 2024 
Conference, and they unleashed a torrent of energy 
that washed over everything in their path. 

2Q�WRS�RI�WKH�HYHQW·V�WUHPHQGRXV�VXFFHVV��WKH\�
FUHDWHG�D�´&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�D�%R[�µ�WKHLU�WHUP�IRU�D�
systematic approach to organizing and accessing 
conference related documents and materials to 

Courtney and Ian Parrish spent more than 800 hours planning 
DQG�RUJDQL]LQJ�WKH������:LQWHU�:RUNVKRS��6HOÀH�E\�,DQ�

EH�XVHG�WR�SODQ�DQG�H[HFXWH�IXWXUH�HYHQWV��7KHLU�
LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�WKH������&RQIHUHQFH�ZDV�ZHOO�LQ�H[FHVV�
of 800 hours.  
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Volunteer lumberjacks during the October 2024 post Hurricane 
Helene cleanup at Cow Springs. Photo by Fred Stratton.

The CAVENGERS.�$�WUHPHQGRXV�DPRXQW�RI�HIIRUW�
is required to set up, support, and break down 
HDFK�166�&'6�HYHQW��$�JURXS�RI�GHGLFDWHG�SHRSOH�
works from dawn to dusk, synchronizing efforts with 
Section leadership and event sponsors. 

7KH\�ZHDU�UHG�&$9(1*(56�VKLUWV�WR�EH�YLVLEOH�
to anyone requiring assistance. When event 
FRRUGLQDWRUV�SXW�RXW�WKH�FDOO�´&DYHQJHUV��LW·V�WLPH�
to assemble” these energetic volunteers jump into 
DFWLRQ�DQG�GRQ·W�UHVW�XQWLO�WKH�MRE�LV�GRQH��GRQDWLQJ�
between 200 and 300 hours per event.

Board members and CAVENGERS share a light moment while 
setting up the 2025 International Conference. 3KRWR�E\�1LFROH�
$ODULG�



The Cow Springs gate before and after 
the cleanup. Photo by Fred Stratton.

— Fred Stratton

This sampler platter of projects highlights the difference that motivated people can make in confronting 
GHVWUXFWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW��LPSURYLQJ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�YLVLWRUV·�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�VWDWH�SDUNV��RU�DGGLQJ�WR�RXU�
FRPPXQLW\�LQ�D�GR]HQ�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��2XU�FRQIHUHQFHV�DQG�ZRUNVKRSV�ZRXOG�QRW�H[LVW�DW�DOO�ZHUH�LW�QRW�
for energetic volunteers working behind the scenes and even in front of the microphone to present useful, 
engaging information.

We always have openings for sustained commitment to a committee and short-term, ad hoc projects that 
regularly arise. Contact me at chairman@nsscds.org�WR�H[SUHVV�\RXU�LQWHUHVW�RU�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�

Led by Renée Power, the Mighty 
CAVENGERS wrap up the 2024 
International Conference.

The new stairs and walkway at 
Madison Blue State Park. Photo 
by Fred Stratton.

Workers install stair stringers at 
Orange Grove.  Photo by Fred 
Stratton.
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Volunteers at work on the Madison project. 
Photo by Tom “TJ” Johnson.



Subscribe to our FREE newsletter 
and unlock gems from our 
Knowledge Base Archives!

WANT 
MORE?

Photo courtesy of Joram Mennes

Untitled-1   1Untitled-1   1 25/06/25   10:4225/06/25   10:42

18        Underwater Speleology



“Mother of All Cenotes” Keeps Growing
Checking in from Tulum, Robbie Schmittner 
reported another successful major cenote 
FRQQHFWLRQ��+H��3KLOOLS�/HKPDQ��3DWULFN�Widmann, 
and Rosso Rivera connected the ´0RWKHU�RI�$OO�
&HQRWHVµ�ZLWK�6LVWHPD�.RR[�%DDO�RQ�-XQH�����
�����

Robbie reports: “To achieve this, we had to ILQG�D�
QDYLJDEOH�SDVVDJH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�V\VWHPV��
ZKLFK�DUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����NP��MXVW�XQGHU�D�PLOH��
DSDUW�DV�WKH�FURZ�IOLHV��$QG�ZH�GLG��:H�ODLG�RYHU���
NP���PLOHV�RI�JXLGHOLQH�WR�bridge the gap and 
establish the connection. >7KH�ILQDO@�GLYH�ODVWHG�
����PLQXWHV��GXULQJ�which we used Sidewinder 
rebreathers, Seacraft scooters, and mnemo 
mapping tools to navigate and document the newly 
linked sections.

:LWK� WKLV� FRQQHFWLRQ�� WKH� WRWDO� OHQJWK�RI� WKH�.RR[�%DDO� V\VWHP�KDV�QRZ� UHDFKHG�����
NP������PLOHV�� 7KLV�PDUNV�D� VLJQLILFDQW�PLOHVWRQH� LQ� WKH�H[SORUDWLRQ� RI� WKH�<XFDWiQ·V�
vast underwater cave networks.”

www.karstunderwater.org

KUR_CDS-Ad.indd   1KUR_CDS-Ad.indd   1 ������������������ɐDP������������������ɐDP

3KLOLS�/HKPDQ��3DWULFN�:LGPDQQ��DQG�Robbie Schmittner.
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7KH�ZKLWH�VHFWLRQ�LV�WKH�QHZO\�ODLG�OLQH���NP���7KH�ELJ�UHG�V\VWHP�WR�
WKH�ULJKW�LV�.RR[�%DDO��7KH�UHG�V\VWHP�WR�WKH�OHIW�LV�7KH�0RWKHU�RI�$OO�
&HQRWHV�
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At lunch break, we gathered outside for a drone photo. Courtesy of 
Cameron Mahaffey.



Cave Diving Conference was the Best Yet
The 2025 International

The 2025 International Cave Diving Conference, held 
over the weekend of May 30-31, has entered the 
CDS books as a smashing success. Three hundred 
DQG�WHQ�SHRSOH�DWWHQGHG��PDNLQJ�LW�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ·V�
best-attended event to date. We had an outstanding 
venue, a stellar speaker lineup, and a congenial and 
upbeat crowd that made the event a blast. 

Courtney and Ian Parrish bravely took up the 
FKDOOHQJH�RI�SODQQLQJ��FRRUGLQDWLQJ��DQG�H[HFXWLQJ�
WKLV�\HDU·V�HYHQW��7KH\�VLJQHG�XS�DIWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�
2024 conference and being taken with the sense of 
IXQ��FRPPXQLW\��DQG�H[FLWHPHQW��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�
day jobs, Courtney and Ian spent an estimated 1000 
hours organizing this conference. They brought an 
H[FLWLQJ�DQG�SHUVRQDO�WRXFK��PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�VSRQVRUV��
making personal calls and visits, and following 
through on the details. The result was an event that 
DSSHDUHG�VHDPOHVV�7R�VD\�WKDW�WKH\·YH�GRQH�DQ�
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�MRE�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\�LV�DQ�XQGHUVWDWHPHQW�

2QH�H[FHOOHQW�XSJUDGH�ZDV�WKH�QHZ�YHQXH��The Barn 
at Rembert Farms LQ�$ODFKXD��)/��KRVWHG�XV�WKLV�
year. This casually elegant barn and conference area 
were perfect for our group.

What struck me immediately was the care taken to 
prepare the hall and grounds. Courtney, Ian, and the 
Cavengers created a festive, upbeat ambiance by 
hanging balloons, giant cave arrows, and banners. 
7KH�EDUQ·V�ZDUPWK�FRQWUDVWHG�QLFHO\�ZLWK�RXU�ROG�
$UPRU\�YHQXH��ZKLFK�LV�IXQFWLRQDO�EXW�XWLOLWDULDQ��:HOO�
done, everyone!

We kicked off the weekend with our traditional 
Friday night social featuring First Magnitude Brewing 
&RPSDQ\·V delicious craft beers. It gave everyone a 
chance to catch up with old friends, make new ones, 
and swap some tall tales. The “old timers” were 
ZHOO�UHSUHVHQWHG³,�FKDWWHG�ZLWK�0DUN�/RQJ��:RRG\�

Paul Heinerth (center) served as our emcee extraordinaire. Ian (left) and Courtney (right) Parrish organized the conference and 
developed a template to be used for future events. Photo by Tom “TJ” Johnson.
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Jasper, Tom Morris, Paul Heinerth, Guy Bryant, Rick 
Crawford, and Wayne Kinard, to mention a few. It 
was a pleasure to meet some of our newer members 
DQG�WR�FDWFK�XS�ZLWK�IRONV�ZKRP�,�GRQ·W�VHH�WRR�RIWHQ�
WKDQNV�WR�P\�OLYLQJ�LQ�H[LOH�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��,W·V�
especially good to see so many women joining us.

The Cavengers came through as always. They had 
ZRUNHG�WKURXJK�WKH�KRW��VWHDP\�GD\�ÀOOLQJ�JRRGLH�
EDJV�DQG�VHWWLQJ�XS�WKH�KDOO�VR�WKDW�WKH\·G�EH�WKHUH�WR�
welcome us with big smiles. They are unquestionably 
WKH�XQVXQJ�KHURHV�RI�HYHU\�166�&'6�HYHQW�

:H�UHFRQYHQHG�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�WR�KHDU�D�WRS�WLHU�
lineup of speakers, introduced by our faithful and 
RXWVWDQGLQJ�0&��YHWHUDQ�H[SORUHU�3DXO�+HLQHUWK�

)LUVW�XS�ZDV�HQJLQHHU��166�&'6�LQVWUXFWRU��DQG�.85�
diver Joerg Hess. Joerg discussed the respiratory 
factors and physiology that affect rebreather scrubber 

* Stratis is recovering from a severe DCS Type II hit following a cave dive in 
5VMVN�JO�"QSJM��3FBE�IJT�FYDFMMFOU�àSTU�QFSTPO�BDDPVOU�BOE�DBTF�BOBMZTJT�
here. Stratis will have his newly diagnosed PFO repaired shortly. —Editor

Joerg Hess is an engineer, NSS-CDS instructor, and diver with 
Karst Underwater Research (KUR). Photo by Tom “TJ” Johnson.

performance in real-world conditions. He broke down 
what actually happens inside the scrubber. Diver 
EHKDYLRU��FRQGLWLRQV��DQG�UHEUHDWKHU�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�
can dramatically impact CO2 absorption, he says.

.
([SORUHU�-RH�)LUNDO\�3DFLHUD�UHJDOHG�XV�ZLWK�KLV�
DFFRXQW�RI��KLV�&URVV�&UHHN�([SORUDWLRQ�3URMHFW�
near Sewanee, Tennessee. This ambitious effort 
FRPELQHG�WHFKQLFDO�GU\�FDYLQJ��VXPS�H[SORUDWLRQ��
and dye tracing to map unknown cave connections. 
+LV�H[SORUDWLRQ�LQFOXGHG�WKUHH�VXPSV�DQG��PRVW�
QRWDEO\��3D\QH�6SULQJ��ZKHUH�WKH�WHDP�H[WHQGHG�WKH�
known underwater passage from a few hundred feet 
to over a mile.

Joe Firkaly-Paciera 
shows the Cross 
&UHHN�3URMHFW·V�
rugged terrain. 
Photo by Tom “TJ” 
Johnson.
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Stratis Kas,* an internationally renowned cave 
GLYLQJ�LQVWUXFWRU�DQG�H[SORUHU��ÁHZ�LQ�IURP�*UHHFH�
to speak at our event. Stratis is the author of two 
books: Close Calls and Cave Diving: Everything You 

Stratis Kas, 
explorer, 
photographer, 
author, and cave 
and technical diving 
instructor.



The 2025 Conference was the best-attended CDS event to date. Photo by Tom “TJ” Johnson.

Ever Wanted to Know. He discussed gas planning, 
reminding us that the gold-standard “rule of thirds” 
sometimes falls short given the dynamic nature of 
dives and that our high-tech equipment may foster 
RYHUFRQÀGHQFH��6WUDWLV�HQFRXUDJHG�XV�WR�FRQVWDQWO\�
reevaluate our skills and equipment and to think 
more deeply about our decisions, techniques, and 
DSSURDFK�WR�H[SORUDWLRQ�

0DWW�+DUGPDQ�GLVFXVVHG�KLV�WHDP·V�GHYHORSPHQW�
of the 'LYHU·V�$WODV���$�&RPPXQLW\�3ODWIRUP�IRU�
8QGHUZDWHU�([SORUDWLRQ�µ�7KH�$WODV�LV�´D�OLYLQJ�
repository where divers can contribute anything and 
everything diving related,” from photos of the site, 
maps, descriptions, cave survey data, water quality 
data, and more. 

This information is integrated into an interactive 
database, enabling divers to access usable data. 
Matt invited us all to be part of his beta testing by 
visiting 'LYHU·V�$WODV��HQWHU�WKH�FRGH�(;3/25(��
DQG�WR�HQMR\�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�$WODV·V�ÀUVW�UHQGLWLRQ��
Contact Matt at main@diveratlas.org.

0LOHVWRQH�&DYH�'LYLQJ�$ZDUGV�3UHVHQWHG

Interspersed with the discussions were 
SUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�$EH�'DYLV�DQG�6KHFN�([OH\�
awards (photos Page 37).. 
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'LYHU·V�$WODV�PDS��&RXUWHV\�RI�'LYHU·V�$WODV

• 

�����2XWVWDQGLQJ�6HUYLFH�$ZDUGV�
7KHVH�166�&'6�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�KRQRUHG�IRU�
outstanding service for contributing to our online 
learning platform. 

Ted McCoy  Joerg Hess
Renee Power  Steve Dalcher
-RVK�'LOODPDQ�� $XWXPQ�-HIIHUVRQ
Jenny Dillaman Timmy Young
  Jim Wyatt

DQG�$GDP�WR�+XJKHV�IRU�KLV�RQJRLQJ�VXSSRUW�



Adam Hughes, 
Outstanding Service 
Award. Presented by 
James Chandler (L) and 
Gayle Hall (R). Photo by 
Tom “TJ” Johnson.

Joerg Hess, Volunteer of 
the Year. Presented by 
James Chandler (L) and 
Gayle Hall (R). Photo by 
Tom “TJ” Johnson.

2025 Recognition Awards
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�����5HFRJQLWLRQ�$ZDUG�5HFLSLHQWV

• Conservation  - Bryan Buesher and Vicki Bashor

• ([SORUHU�RI�WKH�<HDU���0DWW�+DQVHQ

• Volunteer of the Year- Joerg Hess 

• /LIHWLPH�$FKLHYHPHQW���/HH�$QQ�DQG�/DPDU�+LUHV�
(not pictured. See interview Page 28.

5DIÁH�3UL]HV

7KDQNV�WR�RXU�VSRQVRUV·�JHQHURVLW\��ZH�KDG�DQ�
DEXQGDQFH�RI�UDIÁH�SUL]HV�ODUJH�DQG�VPDOO��3DXO�NHSW�
busy between speakers handing out everything from 
rebreathers to tee shirts. 

The Grand Prize winners were:

• Bob Dankert, who took home a a Divesoft�/LEHUW\�
Sidemount closed circuit rebreather (CCR) and 
Mod One training package. (Bob was not present 
VR�ZH·OO�KDYH�KLV�SKRWR�LQ�WKH�QH[W�LVVXH��

• Marcos Rosado, who won a custom-tailored SF 
Tech drysuit, and

• Sean McCarthy, the winner of a Dive Rite O2ptima 
CM “Choptima” and Mod One training package.

Vickie Bashor and Bryan 
Beuscher :Conservation 
Award. Presented by 
James Chandler (L) and 
Gayle Hall (R). Photo by 
Tom “TJ” Johnson.

Matt Hansen, 2025 
Explorer of the Year. 
Photo by Tom “TJ” 
Johnson.
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MORE PRIZE WINNERS

More Photos on Pages 38-39.

Photos by Tom “TJ” Johnson
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Old Timers’ Lunch
by Guy Bryant

Standing left to right are Court Smith, Tex Chalkley, Lewis Henkel, Dave Manor, Bill Main, and Dale Sweet. 
Kneeling in front from left to right are John Harper, me, Steve Forman, and Lamar English. 

$�EXQFK�RI�XV�ROG�WLPHU�FDYH�GLYHUV�PHW�IRU�OXQFK�LQ�-XQH�DW�7KH�%UDQIRUG�*DWKHULQJ�LQ�
Branford, Florida. We meet periodically for lunch and to catch up with each other. Paul 
Heinerth was supposed to be there today, but he couldn't make it. 

There is a lot of cave diving history between us all, and I'm going to attempt to write 
another book titled Cave Diving: Back in the Day from the different stories and 
milestones from our early days of diving. If you were diving in the 60s, 70s, and 80s 
and would like to contribute to the book, please message or email me at brya1659@
bellsouth.net

Guy is the author of The Education of a Cave Diver and Illuminated Springs, both 
available on $PD]RQ. 

and the birth of a new book
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2025 Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients

by Rachael McCarthy
Lee Ann and Lamar Hires

7KH�166�&'6�/LIHWLPH�$FKLHYHPHQW�$ZDUG�UHFRJQL]HV�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�H[SORUDWLRQ��FRQVHUYDWLRQ��
education, and safety. It honors people who have made important achievements in exploration, innovation, 
UHÀQHPHQW�RI�SURWRFROV��GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��ZULWLQJ��DQG�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�FDYH�UHODWHG�VFLHQFH�ZKLOH�H[KLELWLQJ�D�
history of leadership and service. 

Lee Ann and Lamar Hires exemplify these contributions and are legendary in their generosity and community 
support. For more than 40 years, they have pioneered “equipment for serious divers.” They have supported 
FDYH�GLYLQJ�H[SORUDWLRQ�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�ZKLOH�HPERG\LQJ�WKH�&'6·V�FRUH�YDOXHV�RI�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��VDIHW\��DQG�
mentorship. Rachael McCarthy sat down with them for a look back at their accomplishments and forward to 
WKH�IXWXUH��� � � � ³(GLWRU·V�QRWH

/DPDU�DQG�/HH�$QQ��FRQJUDWXODWLRQV�RQ�\RXU�
Lifetime Achievement Award. Tell me how each 
RI�\RX�ÀUVW�JRW�LQYROYHG�LQ�GLYLQJ�DQG�FDYH�GLYLQJ�
VSHFLÀFDOO\�

Lamar: I began diving in 1979 alongside a coworker, 
Mike Chapman. Mike and I met Wes Skiles in 1979 at 
Pro Dive in Jacksonville. Wes had just returned from 
WKH�LVODQGV�DQG�PRYHG�LQWR�RXU�DSDUWPHQW�FRPSOH[��
DQG�ZH�VRRQ�EHFDPH�IULHQGV��0LNH�DQG�,�ZHUH�:HV·V�
ÀUVW�)XOO�&DYH�VWXGHQWV��DQG�LW�VKDSHG�P\�OLIHORQJ�SDWK�
LQ�FDYH�H[SORUDWLRQ�

Lee Ann: I had always wanted to dive and decided 
WR�WDNH�WUDLQLQJ�DW�D�ORFDO�GLYH�VKRS�LQ�������/DPDU�
happened to be my Open Water instructor. When 
SHRSOH�DVN�LI�LW�ZDV�ORYH�DW�ÀUVW�VLJKW��,�ODXJK�DQG�VD\��
´,W�ZDV�OXVW�DW�ÀUVW�VLJKW�µ�$IWHU�,�ÀQLVKHG�P\�)XOO�&DYH�
&RXUVH�LQ�-DQXDU\�RI������LQ�0H[LFR��/DPDU�DVNHG�
PH�WR�PDUU\�KLP��:H�ZHUH�PDUULHG�DW�'HYLO·V�(\H�LQ�
*LQQLH�6SULQJV�RQ�$XJXVW����������LQ�IURQW�RI�DERXW�
125 guests. The owners of Ginnie closed the Turkey 
Roost site for the event and graciously waived all 
guest fees.

+RZ�GLG�\RX�FRPH�WR�VWDUW�'LYH�5LWH"�:KDW�YLVLRQ�
GLG�\RX�KDYH�IRU�WKH�FRPSDQ\�ZKHQ�LW�EHJDQ"

Lamar: In the early days, dive equipment companies 
GLGQ·W�FDWHU�WR�FDYH�GLYHUV��0RVW�RI�RXU�HTXLSPHQW�ZDV�
home built or adapted from other industries. In 1984, 
1RUWK�)ORULGD�KDG�D�PDMRU�ÁRRG��,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�
Branford Dive Shop (then located at Ivy Park), which 
got submerged under nearly four feet of water. For 
weeks we could only reach it by canoe. We used dive 
ZHLJKWV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�FDELQHWV�IURP�ÁRDWLQJ�DZD\��

0DUN�/HRQDUG�DQG�,�XVHG�WKLV�IRUFHG�GRZQ�WLPH�
to began brainstorming. We both were avid cave 
H[SORUHUV�DQG�VDZ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�KLJK�TXDOLW\�JHDU�WKDW�
was tailored to technical and cave diving. When Dive 
Rite opened, our product line included just 13 items - 
an aluminum backplate and harness; primary, safety, 
and jump reels; a canister light, hardware (clips, 
'�ULQJV��DQG�VOLGHV���DQG�D�VODWH��7KH�RWKHU�VL[�ZHUH�
lead weights. This was enough to get a cave diver 
started./DPDU·V�ULJ�LQ�������&RXUWHV\�RI�/DPDU�+LUHV�
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LeeAnn: $IWHU�,�VROG�P\�RZQ�EXVLQHVV�LQ�������
/DPDU�DQG�,�ERXJKW�RXW�0DUN�/HRQDUG�DQG�EHFDPH�
sole owners of Dive Rite. Our vision has remained 
the same: to design rugged, reliable equipment 
capable of “going where no one has gone before.”

'LYH�5LWH�KDV�EHHQ�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI�GLYLQJ�
HTXLSPHQW�LQQRYDWLRQ�IRU�GHFDGHV��:KDW�
SURGXFWV�RU�WHFKQRORJLHV�DUH�\RX�DUH�PRVW�
SURXG�RI�GHYHORSLQJ"

Lee Ann: 7KH�VLQJOH�WDQN�DGDSWRU��67$��LV�RQH�RI�
RXU�PRVW�UHFRJQL]HG�LQYHQWLRQV��/DPDU�RULJLQDOO\�
developed it for me in 1986 so I could continue 
using my beloved blue-and-pink BCD.

Lamar: In 1992, I collaborated with Seiko to create 
WKH�´%ULGJH�µ�ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�XVHU�SURJUDPPDEOH�
QLWUR[�FRPSXWHU��,W�ZDV�XVHU�DGMXVWDEOH�LQ����
LQFUHPHQWV�IURP�����WR�����R[\JHQ��7KH�RQO\�
RWKHU�QLWUR[�FRPSXWHU�DYDLODEOH�ZDV�OLPLWHG�WR�
RQH�PL[³���³VR�WKLV�ZDV�D�ELJ�WKLQJ��'LYHUV�
could dial in partial-pressure blends that came 
RXW�DW�����RU������,W�DOVR�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�R[\JHQ�
tracking functionality that remains standard in dive 
computers today. 

We tested the Bridge during the Madison 
H[SORUDWLRQ��:H�KDG�EHHQ�DYHUDJLQJ�WKH�GHSWKV�
DQG�FDOOLQJ�LW�D�����IRRW���P�GLYH�IRU����PLQXWHV��
8VLQJ�WKH�86�1DY\�WDEOHV��RXU�GHFR�ZRXOG�EH�WKUHH�
PLQXWHV�DW���IW��P�����PLQXWHV�DW����IW��P�DQG�
���PLQXWHV�DW����IW��P��,�SURJUDPPHG�WKH�%ULGJH�
at 28% for the lower level, which gave me only 
an hour of deco for a two-hour dive. I loved it.We 
ODWHU�GHYHORSHG�WKH�1LWHN���ZKLFK�FRXOG�WUDFN�WKUHH�
gases that divers could switch underwater.

From there, I went on to develop the TransPac 
Harness in 1995. During the Shigawatawi (Japan) 
H[SORUDWLRQ��ZH�QHHGHG�WR�VZLWFK�IURP�GRXEOHV�WR�

7KH�%ULGJH�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW��SURJUDPPDEOH�QLWUR[�
computer.

side mount using different size tanks. We laid over a 
PLOH�RI�OLQH�DQG�ZHQW�WKURXJK�ÀYH�VXPSV�WR�GR�VR��7KH�
frustration with switching tanks resulted in the birth of 
the TransPac, which allows divers to switch between 
single tanks, doubles, sidemount, and rebreathers. 

The O2ptima CM (“Choptima”)  rebreather system 
also was born in response to the Cow Springs 
H[SORUDWLRQ��,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�PRUH�H[SORUDWLRQ�FKHVW�
PRXQWHG���EXW�,�MXVW�FRXOGQ·W�JHW�WR�GRLQJ�DOO�RI�WKH�
multiple stage dives and everything required to get 
WKURXJK�WKH�UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�KLJK�ÁRZ��7KH�LGHD�ZDV�WR�
make the rebreather adaptable and easy to use. The 
Choptima is fully compatible with sidemount, back-
PRXQWHG�GRXEOHV��RU�HYHQ�VLQJOH�WDQNV��<RX�GRQ·W�
need to change everything, you just need to add a 
few D rings to your harness, clip the unit on, and go 
GLYLQJ��,W·V�DERXW�QRW�EHLQJ�FRPPLWWHG�WR�DOZD\V�EHLQJ�
RQ�WKH�UHEUHDWKHU��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�\RX·UH�WUDYHOLQJ�DQG�
have any problem with the rebreather, you can just 
leave it behind, and dive open circuit. 

7KH�&KRSWLPD�KDV�VXSSRUWHG�H[SORUDWLRQ�HIIRUWV�
around the world. For us, innovation is always rooted 
in practical application. The gear must enhance diver 
safety and performance, especially in demanding 
conditions.

:KDW�VLJQLÀFDQW�FKDOOHQJHV�KDYH�\RX�IDFHG�DV�D�
WHDP�LQ�WKLV�ÀHOG"

Lamar: Much of our work has involved navigating the 
tension between innovation, risk, and responsibility. 
$V�HDUO\�SLRQHHUV��ZH�KDG�WR�EXLOG�WUXVW�LQ�D�

7KH���������-DSDQ�H[SORUDWLRQ�SURPSWHG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�
TransPac, which would accommodate single, double, or sidemount 
tanks or a rebreather as conditions demanded. &RXUWHV\�RI�/DPDU�
Hires.
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7DNH�WKH�&RUQÁDNHV�>LQ�'HYLO·V�(\H�(DU@��IRU�
H[DPSOH��2QFH�SULVWLQH�IRUPDWLRQV�OLNH�LW�KDYH�
EHHQ�GDPDJHG�RYHU�WLPH�E\�FDUHOHVV�ÀQQLQJ�DQG�
DPV use. The answer is not restricting access, 
but instead instilling a greater sense of diver 
responsibility and respect through proper training 
and mentorship.

:KDW�H[SORUDWLRQ�SURMHFW�VWDQGV�RXW�DV�PRVW�
PHDQLQJIXO�RU�PHPRUDEOH�LQ�\RXU�FDUHHU"

Lamar: For years, the upstream section of Cow 
Spring was a hidden gem. It was accessible only 
to sidemount divers and only to those who knew 
H[DFWO\�ZKHUH�WR�ORRN��7KDW�FKDQJHG�XQH[SHFWHGO\���
While leading a class at Cow, I happened to 
overhear a pair of open-water divers talking about 
UHDFKLQJ�GHSWKV�WKDW�VKRXOGQ·W�KDYH�EHHQ�SRVVLEOH�
given their equipment and training.

Curious, I struck up a conversation and soon 
realized they had unknowingly discovered an 
alternate entrance to upstream Cow, large enough 
to accommodate back-mounted cylinders. This was 
D�PDMRU�ÀQG��RQH�WKDW�KDG�UHPDLQHG�KLGGHQ�IURP�
HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�VHDVRQHG�FDYH�H[SORUHUV�IRU�\HDUV��
,W�ZDV�H[FLWLQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�RSHQHG�DFFHVV�IRU�WUDLQHG�
FDYH�GLYHUV�WR�D�EUHDWKWDNLQJ��H[FHSWLRQDOO\�EHDXWLIXO�
passage that had seen little disturbance. 

But with that access came vulnerability. The 
XSVWUHDP�VHFWLRQ·V�XQWRXFKHG�FOD\�EDQNV�DQG�IUDJLOH�
geological features, once protected because they 
were not accessible, were now at greater risk. We 
quickly recognized the potential for harm. During 
WKH�H[SORUDWLRQ��:RRG\�-DVSHU�DQG�,�LQVWDOOHG�WKH�
hand line to limit contact in the fragile areas. Woody 
FDOOV�LW�´WKH�SRRU�PDQ·V�VFRRWHU�µ�7KH�FRPPXQLW\�KDV�
maintained this line since 1986.

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��ZH·YH�VHHQ�GDPDJH�WKDW·V�
DYRLGDEOH��2QH�GLYHU�OHIW�YLVLEOH�KDQG�DQG�ÀQ�SULQWV�LQ�
D�GHOLFDWH�VWUDWLÀHG�FOD\�EDQN��DQ�DUHD�WKDW�KDG�VWRRG�
SULVWLQH�IRU�GHFDGHV��$QRWKHU�GLYHU�FDUYHG��KLV�LQLWLDOV�
into the clay bank. This required a labor-intensive 
repair, and the community came together for the 
effort.

Because of incidents like these, we have remained 
intentionally discreet about lesser-known caves. We 
believe that access to such fragile environments 
should be limited to divers who demonstrate not 
MXVW�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��EXW�DOVR�UHVWUDLQW��DZDUHQHVV��DQG�
respect. 

FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�ZDV�VWLOO�GHÀQLQJ�LWVHOI��'HYHORSLQJ�
new techniques and equipment meant confronting 
norms and enduring scrutiny. One of our biggest 
ongoing challenges has been balancing the demands 
RI�UXQQLQJ�'LYH�5LWH�ZKLOH�KDYLQJ�WLPH�IRU�H[SORUDWLRQ�
and training. Building and maintaining a business in a 
niche high-risk industry requires constant balance and 
alignment. 

Lee Ann: 0\�RSHUDWLRQDO�RYHUVLJKW�DQG�/DPDU·V�
technical leadership helped us weather shifts in 
the market, regulatory changes, and evolving diver 
QHHGV��$V�/DPDU�SXWV�LW��´:H�KDYH�GRQH�LW�ORQJHU�WKDQ�
DQ\RQH�HOVH��DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�VWD\�LQQRYDWLYH�LV�GLIÀFXOW�
with the growth of the market.” What has sustained us 
is mutual respect, a shared purpose, and the support 
of a tight-knit community.

:KDW·V�\RXU�YLHZ�RQ�KRZ�WHFKQLFDO�SURJUHVV�KDV�
DIIHFWHG�FDYH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ"

Lamar: Equipment that enables longer and deeper 
dives can also increase environmental impact if 
GLYHUV�GRQ·W�XVH�LW�UHVSRQVLEO\��0DQ\�RI�RXU�SURGXFWV�
were born out of needs that arose during real cave 
H[SHGLWLRQV��%XW�ZH·UH�DFXWHO\�DZDUH�WKDW�QRW�HYHU\�
diver uses gear with the same level of restraint.

Lamar and son Jared diving at Ginnie Springs in their 
TransPacs. &RXUWHV\�RI�/DPDU�+LUHV�
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,Q�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�E\�H[DPSOH��ZH·YH�FKDPSLRQHG�D�
culture of conservation. Revealing the back-mount 
HQWUDQFH�WR�&RZ�6SULQJ�ZDVQ·W�MXVW�DERXW�H[SORUDWLRQ��
It was about instilling a deeper ethic of care and 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�)ORULGD·V�PRVW�VHQVLWLYH�XQGHUZDWHU�
spaces.

+RZ�KDV�\RXU�ZRUN�ZLWK�166�&'6�VKDSHG�\RXU�
DSSURDFK�WR�GLYHU�HGXFDWLRQ��VDIHW\�SURWRFROV��DQG�
PHQWRUVKLS"

Lamar: ,�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�7UDLQLQJ�'LUHFWRU�IRU�WKH�166�
CDS from 1987 to 1992. This was a pivotal era in 
FDYH�GLYLQJ��$W�WKDW�SRLQW��,�KDG�DOUHDG\�ZULWWHQ�WKH�ÀUVW�
sidemount specialty course for the CDS back in 1985 
and was working as an Instructor Trainer and serving 
on the Training Committee. Taking on the role of 
7UDLQLQJ�'LUHFWRU�MXVW�IHOW�OLNH�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�LQ�KHOSLQJ�
formalize and improve safety standards across the 
board.

During my tenure, I spearheaded several 
advancements in cave diving training. We were trying 
to address the core issues that led to fatalities, things 
OLNH�SRRU�JDV�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ��:KHQ�
Tekna introduced the pull-behind DPV, it changed 
cave diving. Divers went further on less gas, and our 
training had to address it. So as Training Director, I 
spearheaded the DPV course and standardized the 
seven-foot hose for gas sharing on DPV.

,�DOVR�KHOSHG�VKDSH�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ·V�RYHUDOO�
DSSURDFK�WR�GLYHU�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��$V�FKDLU�RI�
the Training Committee, I helped to rewrite a lot of the 
standards and sharpened instructor requirements. We 
wanted a system that emphasized both competence 
and conservation. The safety impact of these changes 
ZDV�VLJQLÀFDQW��%DFN�LQ�WKH�·��V��)ORULGD�ZDV�VHHLQJ�
more than two dozen cave diving fatalities a year. 
When we implemented many of these improvements, 
WKRVH�QXPEHUV�GURSSHG�WR�IHZHU�WKDQ�ÀYH�DQQXDOO\��

/RRNLQJ�EDFN��P\�UROH�ZDVQ·W�MXVW�DERXW�WHFKQLFDO�
advancement. For me, it was about helping the 
community grow smarter, safer, and more respectful 
RI�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��7KDW·V�ZKDW�FDYH�GLYLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�
DERXW��,·YH�SHUVRQDOO\�FHUWLÀHG�RYHU�����GLYHUV�

:KDW�VKLIWV�KDYH�\RX�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�FDYH�GLYLQJ�
FRPPXQLW\�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VDIHW\�
FXOWXUH"

:HV�6NLOHV�DQG�/DPDU�DW�'HYLO··V�(DU��������&RXUWHV\�RI�/DPDU�
Hires.

Lamar: �:H·YH�ZLWQHVVHG�D�SURIRXQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�
in the cave diving community, both in its approach to 
safety and in cave system access. In the early days, 
cave diving was an uncertain and often dangerous 
endeavor. Training was inconsistent, equipment was 
largely improvised, and fatal accidents were all too 
common. There was little standardization and even 
less community wide accountability.

That began to change as training organizations like 
WKH�166�&'6�PDWXUHG��DQG�,�ZDV�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW�
of watching that evolution. I contributed directly to 
the development of core safety standards, including 
formalized gas management, team diving protocols, 
and the use of redundant systems. My role in 
SURPRWLQJ�ORQJ�KRVH�FRQÀJXUDWLRQV��6�GULOOV��DQG�WKH�
introduction of gold lines to mark primary passages 
helped bring structure to a previously disjointed 
discipline.

$�SLYRWDO�PRPHQW�FDPH�HDUO\�LQ�P\�GLYLQJ�FDUHHU��,�UDQ�
out of air at Peaock. I took my last reath 20 feet from 
the warning sign and did a free ascent from there. 
Back in 1979, an alternate air source was an option 
IRU�RSHQ�ZDWHU�GLYHUV��0LNH�DQG�,�GLGQ·W�KDYH�RQH�

We saw Wes at the dive shop, and he asked what we 
ZHUH�GRLQJ��$QG�,�VDLG��RK�ZH·UH�JRLQJ�EDFN�WR�2UDQJH�
*URYH�DJDLQ��:HV�MXVW�ORRNHG�DW�XV�DQG�VDLG��´\RX·UH�
JRLQJ�LQWR�WKH�FDYH"µ�:H�VDLG��ZHOO��\HDK��WKH�EDVLQ�LV�
kind of boring. 
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:HV�SXOOHG�6KHFN�([OH\·V�Blueprint for Survival 
down off the wall and said, here, take this and 
UHDG�LW���$QG�,�VDLG��´1H[W�WLPH��:HV��:H·YH�RQO\�
JRW�PRQH\�IRU�JDV�DQG�EHHU�µ�$QG�:HV�VDLG�´1R��
,·P�JLYLQJ�LW�WR�\RX�JX\V�µ�0LNH�ZDV�GULYLQJ�WKDW�
day, so I started reading the book aloud. We 
learned that a guy had died on the dive we had 
done yesterday. It got our attention.

Sheck wrote the book in response to a wave of 
cave diving fatalities. He laid out the fundamental 
VDIHW\�SULQFLSOHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�VKDSH�WKH�VSRUW·V�
IXWXUH��,W�ZDVQ·W�MXVW�D�PDQXDO��LW�ZDV�D�ZDNH�
up call. The message of personal responsibility, 
preparedness, and respect for the environment 
OHIW�D�ODVWLQJ�LPSDFW�RQ�PH��,W�VROLGLÀHG�P\�
commitment not just to dive, but to teach and to 
OHDG�E\�H[DPSOH�

$FFHVV�WR�FDYHV�LV�QRZ�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�HDVLHU��,Q�WKH�
SDVW��PDQ\�VLWHV�ZHUH�KDUG�WR�ÀQG�DQG�SK\VLFDOO\�
GLIÀFXOW�WR�HQWHU��7RGD\��GLYHUV�FDQ�GULYH�WR�
sites with well-maintained stairs and platforms. 

�/DPDU�DQG�-DUHG�+LUHV�DW�WKH�/LSV�LQ�'HYLO·V�(DU��© Fan Ping.

Improved logistics and the rise of social media have 
PDGH�)ORULGD·V�FDYHV�PRUH�UHDFKDEOH�WKDQ�HYHU��7KLV�
DOO�KDV�DOORZHG�PRUH�SHRSOH�WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�EHDXW\�
of underwater caves, but it increases the likelihood of 
damage to delicate formations and sensitive systems. 

:H·UH�VWURQJ�DGYRFDWHV�IRU�UHVSRQVLEOH�GLYLQJ��
Broader access is a positive step, but it must be 
coupled with a deeper understanding of cave 
conservation and safety. Mentorship is key to pass 
down not just technical skills but the values that keep 
both divers and the environment safe. The lessons 
from Blueprint for Survival still guide us today: cave 
diving is not just about reaching new places, but doing 
so with humility, discipline, and care.

:KDW�H[FLWHV�\RX�PRVW�DERXW�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�FDYH�
GLYLQJ"

Lamar: :H·UH�H[FLWHG�E\�WKH�UROH�WHFKQRORJ\�
continues to play in making cave diving more 
accessible and increasingly safe. Tools such as 



advanced rebreathers, dive computers, and durable 
JHDU�DUH�H[SDQGLQJ�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�H[SORUDWLRQ�ZKLOH�
lowering the risk for trained divers. Coupled with 
stronger training standards and a growing culture 
of mentorship, these innovations are creating 
opportunities for a new generation of divers who are 
both capable and conservation-minded.

+RZ�GR�\RX�PDLQWDLQ�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�\RXU�
EXVLQHVV��H[SORUDWLRQ��DQG�SHUVRQDO�OLYHV"

Lee Ann:�)RU�XV��WKH�OLQHV�EHWZHHQ�ZRUN��H[SORUDWLRQ��
DQG�SHUVRQDO�OLIH�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�ÁXLG��'LYH�5LWH�
LV�QRW�MXVW�D�FRPSDQ\��LW·V�D�IDPLO\�OHJDF\�VKDSHG�E\�
passion, curiosity, and shared goals. Our relationship 
has thrived on the overlap between business and 
personal pursuits.

$�NH\�SDUW�RI�WKDW�EDODQFH�ZDV�RXU�VRQ��Jared, 
ZKR�SOD\HG�D�YLWDO�UROH�LQ�'LYH�5LWH·V�JURZWK��+H�
contributed to product development and brought fresh 
SHUVSHFWLYH�WR�WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�GLUHFWLRQ��+LV�SDVVLQJ�
was a profound loss that rippled through the entire 
GLYLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��-DUHG·V�OHJDF\�OLYHV�RQ�LQ�WKH�
innovations he helped champion and the values he 
carried forward. Honoring his memory continues to be 
a driving force in our lives and work.

:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�LV�WKH�PRVW�PLVXQGHUVWRRG�
DVSHFW�RI�FDYH�GLYLQJ�E\�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF"

Lamar: One misunderstood aspect is the perception 
that cave diving is sinister or inherently dangerous. 
The idea of swimming through dark, enclosed 
XQGHUZDWHU�VSDFHV�FDQ�VHHP�H[WUHPH�RU�HYHQ�
foolhardy to most people. But in reality, properly 
done-cave diving, is built on discipline, training, and 
PHWKRGLFDO�SODQQLQJ��,W·V�QRW�DERXW�WKULOO�VHHNLQJ��,W·V�
about precision, respect for the environment, and a 
deep commitment to safety.

:KDW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�GRQ·W�VHH�LV�WKH�H[WHQVLYH�
preparation that goes into each dive: redundant 
systems, practiced emergency protocols, team 
communication, and risk assessment. We emphasize 
that trained cave divers are some of the most safety 
conscious people in the sport. The real spirit of 
FDYH�GLYLQJ�LV�RQH�RI�H[SORUDWLRQ��UHVSRQVLELOLW\��DQG�
VWHZDUGVKLS��QRW�GDQJHU�IRU�GDQJHU·V�VDNH�

:KDW�GRHV�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�166�&'6�/LIHWLPH�
$FKLHYHPHQW�$ZDUG�PHDQ�WR�HDFK�RI�\RX�
SHUVRQDOO\�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOO\"

Lamar: 5HFHLYLQJ�WKH�166�&'6�/LIHWLPH�
$FKLHYHPHQW�$ZDUG�LV�D�GHHSO\�PHDQLQJIXO�KRQRU�
for both of us. For me, it recognizes a lifetime spent 
DGYDQFLQJ�WKH�VDIHW\��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�
underwater caves. From developing early sidemount 
WHFKQLTXHV�WR�VHUYLQJ�DV�166�&'6�7UDLQLQJ�'LUHFWRU�
during a pivotal era, my contributions have helped 
shape the modern standards of cave diving. The 
DZDUG�LV�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�DIÀUPDWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�HIIRUWV��DV�
well as a personal acknowledgment from a community 
I have long supported and helped to guide.

Lee Ann: For me, the award is a testament to the 
VKDUHG�MRXUQH\�/DPDU�DQG�,�KDYH�WDNHQ��RQH�WKDW�
VSDQV�H[SORUDWLRQ��EXVLQHVV�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�
FRPPXQLW\�LQYROYHPHQW��$V�FR�RZQHU�RI�'LYH�5LWH��,�
have been instrumental in the design and distribution 
of high-quality equipment that supports divers around 
the world. My behind-the-scenes leadership has 
SOD\HG�D�NH\�UROH�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�VXFFHVV�DQG�
reputation for innovation and reliability. I also played 
DQ�DFWLYH�UROH�LQ�WKH�166�&'6��LQFOXGLQJ�VHUYLQJ�
as Treasurer from 1987 to 1991. The recognition 
honors my contributions and also the strength of our 
partnership and shared dedication.

Together, the award represents a celebration of our 
joint legacy, built through decades of collaboration, 
mentorship, and service to the cave diving world.

*RLQJ�IRUZDUG��DUH�WKHUH�DQ\�SURMHFWV��H[SORUDWLRQ��
FRQVHUYDWLRQ��RU�JHDU�GHYHORSPHQW�WKDW�\RX·UH�
KRSLQJ�WR�SXUVXH"

Lamar: Innovation remains a driving force at Dive 
Rite. Our team is continually engaged in developing 
QHZ�SURGXFWV�DQG�UHÀQLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�JHDU�WR�EHWWHU�
serve the evolving needs of divers. Our focus remains 
on enhancing safety, improving performance, and 
streamlining functionality to keep pace with advances 
LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�

$W�DJH�����,·P�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�IURP�DFWLYH�FDYH�
H[SORUDWLRQ�WR�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�
H[SORUHUV��,�ÀQG�SXUSRVH�LQ�PHQWRULQJ��VKDULQJ�P\�
knowledge, and contributing resources to projects that 
continue to push the boundaries of cave diving.

Lee Ann: Meanwhile, I am deeply involved in 
conservation, particularly coral reef restoration. What 
EHJDQ�LQ�.H\�/DUJR�KDV�H[SDQGHG�WR�%RQDLUH��ZKHUH�
I helped establish a coral garden and tree in memory 
of our son, Jared. For both of us, staying engaged in 
the diving community means evolving with it, fostering 
LQQRYDWLRQ��VXSSRUWLQJ�H[SORUDWLRQ��DQG�HPSRZHULQJ�
others to carry the torch forward.
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Training and Education

Training Updates

by Chris Brock

7KH�&DYH�'LYLQJ�6HFWLRQ·V�7UDLQLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�LV�SOHDVHG�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKDW�RXU�YHU\�ÀUVW�RQOLQH�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�
is live and available in the Store. This year-long effort is just the beginning of a major initiative to update our 
training procedures and standards and to fully support them with high-quality training materials. 

The Training Committee collaborated with an educator and software developer (also a professional educator) 
WR�FRPSRVH�FRQWHQW�WKDW�UHÁHFWV�PRGHUQ�FDYH�GLYLQJ�FRQÀJXUDWLRQV��SURWRFROV��DQG�WHFKQLTXHV��7KH�FRXUVH�
remains grounded in the CDS tradition of conducting uncompromisingly high quality overhead training, an 
educational ethos that has worked for decades. 

7KLV�FRXUVH�FRYHUV�WKH�DFDGHPLF�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�166�&'6�$SSUHQWLFH�&DYH�'LYHU�DQG�)XOO�&DYH�'LYHU�
ratings. The course features stunning photography of our cave systems as well as tutorial videos. It is easy to 
sign up for the course. You can access the course anytime, 24 hours a day, and work at your own pace. Your 
ZRUN�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG�XSRQ�H[LWLQJ� (DFK�RI�WKH����FKDSWHUV�FRQWDLQV�D�TXL]�RI�EHWZHHQ����DQG����TXHVWLRQV��$�
ÀQDO�H[DP�WHVWV�\RXU�RYHUDOO�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�PDWHULDO��8SRQ�FRPSOHWLRQ�\RXU�LQVWUXFWRU�ZLOO�EH�QRWLÀHG�
and will meet with you to review the material and plan your dives. 

7KH�&DYH�'LYHU�&RXUVH�LV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�SLHFH�RI�\RXU�
WUDLQLQJ��EXW�QR�FRXUVH�FRQWHQW�FDQ�ÀOO�WKH�VKRHV�RI�
RXU�LQVWUXFWRUV��7KHLU�EUHDGWK�DQG�GHSWK�RI�H[SHULHQFH�
FDQ·W�EH�FRQGHQVHG�LQWR�D�GLJLWL]HG�IRUPDW��2QO\�D�JUHDW�
instructor can serve up the secret sauce that turns 
GLYHUV�ZLWK�D�VWDFN�RI�&�FDUGV�LQWR�TXDOLÀHG�FDYH�GLYHUV��
Well-written material and a great instructor together are 
a winning combination. 

7KH�&DYH�'LYHU�&RXUVH�VHUYHV�DQRWKHU�SXUSRVH��,I�LW·V�
been a while since you earned your full cave rating DQG�
ZDQW�WR�UHIUHVK�DQG�XSGDWH�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH��WKLV�LV�DQ�
HIIHFWLYH��HFRQRPLFDO�ZD\�WR�GR�VR��&RPSOHWLQJ�WKH�
FRXUVH�DOVR�VHWV�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�DGYDQFHG�&'6�FRXUVHV�
VXFK�DV�'93�&DYH�DQG�6WDJH�&DYH�GLYHU��¬

*HW�VWDUWHG�WRGD\�DW¬KWWSV���QVVFGV�RUJ�SURGXFW�
FDWHJRU\�WUDLQLQJ�H�OHDUQLQJ��

NSS-CDS Online Learning is Now Live

$ISJT�#SPDL�JT�UIF�/44�$%4�5SBJOJOH�%JSFDUPS�



The Sheck Exley Award: 1000 safe cave dives
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James Chandler 

Bill Foley

Isabelle Gegoux

&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�RXU�PHPEHUV�ZKR�UHFHQWO\�DFKLHYHG�PLOHVWRQH�VDIHW\�DZDUGV��,W
V�H[FLWLQJ�WR�
recognize the following award winners. Congratulate them when you see them around the dive sites. 

The Abe Davis Award: 100 safe cave dives

Cave Diving Safety Milestones

Tiffany Parisi

Erin Westgate

Chris Brock
Bryan Buescher
Steve Dalcher
Joerg Hess
 

Max Kuznetsov
Ted McCoy
Ken Sallot
Timmy Young

Awards Coordinator Gayle Hall (right) presents Sheck Exley 
Awards L to R: Bryan Beuscher, Chris Brock, Steve Dalcher, 
Joerg Hess, Max Kuznetsov, Ted McCoy. Photo by Tom “TJ” 
Johnson.

Awards Coordinator Gayle Hall (left) presents Abe Davis Awards (L 
to R:) James Chandler Bill Foley, Tiffany Parisi, and Erin Westgate, 
Photo by Tom “TJ” Johnson.

Nothing much happens without the CAVENGERS. Photo by Tom “TJ” Johnson.
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MORE CONFERENCE PHOTOS
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2025 ad rates are as follows:

CDS Supporter for $350 per year:

 - Four 1/4 page color ads in four consecutive issues of UWS
 - 10% discount on any additional advertising in UWS
 - Listing as a CDS Supporter in UWS and the website
 - Prices adjusted for larger ads:
 - 1/2 page $550/year
 - Full page $750/year
 - 1/4 page on inside front or back cover $450/year
 - 1/2 page on inside front or back cover $700/year
 - Full page on inside front or back cover $950/year

Per-Issue Pricing
 
 - $100 per issue for a 1/4 page ad
 - $150 per issue for a 1/2 page ad
 - $200 per issue for a full page ad
 - $150 per issue for a 1/4 page ad on the inside front or back cover
 - $250 per issue for a 1/2 page ad on the inside front or back cover
 - $350 per issue for a full page ad on the inside front or back cover

CDS Instructor Ads:
 
-   $100 per year for a ¼ page ad

Advertise in Underwater Speleology

For specs and more information, please contact UWS’s Ad Manager Nancy Winfree.
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7KHUH·V�DOZD\V�SOHQW\�WR�GR�DW�166�&'6��2QH�JUHDW�ZD\�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�6HFWLRQ�LV�WR�
sign up for one of the committees or subcommittees listed below. Share your special skills, meet other cave 
divers, and possibly gain a dive buddy or two. 

,I�\RX·UH�LQWHUHVWHG�RU�ZDQW�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�Fred Stratton.

NSS-CDS Committees Need Members

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV
a) IT Subcommittee: Jennifer Dillaman, Coordinator
b) Website Subcommittee: TBD
c) Social Media Subcommittee: TJ Mueller, Coordinator
G��8QGHUZDWHU�6SHOHRORJ\��Barbara Dwyer, Coordinator

�0HPEHUVKLS
D��$ZDUGV�6XEFRPPLWWHH��3(1',1*
b) Elections Subcommittee: Kelly Jessop
F��:RUNVKRS�&RQIHUHQFH�6XEFRPPLWWHH��ad hoc
G��)XQGUDLVLQJ�6XEFRPPLWWHH��9$&$17

6DIHW\�
D��$FFLGHQW�$QDO\VLV�6XEFRPPLWWHH��&KDUOLH�5REHUVRQ��������
����&RRUGLQDWRU��'RXJ�(EHUVROH��/DPDU�+LUHV��)UDXNH
����7LOOPDQV��/DUU\�0H\HU��9LQFH�)HUULV�����

E��/LQH�0DUNHUV�6XEFRPPLWWHH��.HQ�6DOORW��&RRUGLQDWRU��
    Michael Kutnya, Kyle Martin, Justin Judd, Chris 
    Brock, Jim Wyatt.

Committees and Subcommittees
6FLHQFH
a) Geology Subcommittee: Pati Spellman, PhD, Coordinator
b) Biology Subcommittee: Thomas Sawicki, PhD, Coordinator.
    Marin Hawk.
c) Conservation Subcommittee: Chelsea Dinon, Coordinator, 
    Marin Hawk Patricia Spellman, PhD, Emily Sustarich,
���-RKQ�6XVWDULFK��$QJHOD�7HDO��
d) Cave Cartography Subcommittee: Jason Richards, 
����&RRUGLQDWRU��$OH[�%UHWW�

7UDLQLQJ��Chris Brock, Training Director

&DYH�$FFHVV
a) Properties Subcommittee: Steve Dalcher, Coordinator
E��/DQGRZQHU�5HODWLRQV�6XEFRPPLWWHH���,DQ�3DUULVK

3URSHUW\�0DQDJHUV
D��&RZ�6SULQJV�//&���&DPHURQ�0DKDIIH\�
E��6FKRRO�6LQN�//&���%RE�%HFNQHU�
F��0LOO�&UHHN�6LQN���$QG\�3LWNLQ��&KDUOLH�5REHUVRQ
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Why should I join the NSS-CDS?Why should I join the NSS-CDS?

<PM�JMVMÅ\[�WN�UMUJMZ[PQX�QVKT]LM"

• Being part of the largest cave diving organization in the United States.

• Helping to shape cave diving’s future by electing leaders to represent your interests.

• Receiving discounts on store merchandise and meeting registration fees.

• Accessing members-only content on nsscds.org.

• Receiving Underwater Speleology magazine in your emailbox - 4 issues annually.

• Diving admission at members-only sites (Cow Springs, School Sink, Mill Creek/Alachua 
Sink)  AND, 

• Getting invited to work parties and picnics. Join your fellow divers to improve parks 
and dive areas! (Membership is not required for work parties).

2WQV�WV�\PM�_MJ�[Q\M"�P\\X["��V[[KL[�WZO�



Cave Diving Section of the
National Speleological Society, Inc.
5200 NW 43rd Ave., Ste. 102-380
Gainesville, FL 32606

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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