NSS-CDS Cavern through Cave Diver Exam


1. The number one cause of cave diving fatalities is and has historically been…
a. Lack of redundant lighting.
b. Broken guideline.
c. Exceeding limits of training and/or lack of training.
d. Alcohol impairment

2. Gas matching within the team is required…
     a.   Only in teams of two divers
     b.   Only in training
     c.   Only at the basic cave level
     d.   By all divers within the team on all cave dives

3. The number one rule of running a reel is that all team members must be on the safe exit side of the reel.  (True/False)
     a. True
     b. False

4. A continuous guideline to safe exit should only be run…
     a. In a cave never dove before
     b. In caves with significant silt
     c. If you are not a Full Cave Diver
     d. In every cave on every cave dive

5. A diver at the Basic Cave level may…
     a. Perform up to 15 minutes of decompression
     b. Perform a single navigational decision
     c. Dive to thirds in dual cylinders
     d. None of the above

6. A maximum narcotic depth of no greater than how many feet/meters is recommended for safe cave diving?
     a. 100 feet/30 meters
     b. 150 feet/45 meters
     c. 300 feet/90 meters

7. Additional task loading may occur when using the following items in the overhead…
     a. A camera
     b. A DPV
     c. A stage cylinder
     d. All of the above

8. Which of the following is not an appropriate use of a cookie or REM marker?
     a. Mark a navigational decision 
     b. Use as a survey station
     c. Place at the divers maximum penetration for others to see
     d. Use in advanced cave dives to setup a circuit or traverse

9. List 3 ways a cave diver can enhance landowner relations on behalf of the cave community.
     a._______________Follow rules of the site__________
     b.___________Leave no trash behind______________
     c.____________Be courteous to owner and others on property______

10. List 3 types of sediment
     a. Sand
     b.Mud
     c.Clay

11. A long hose is required for cave divers in which configuration?
     a. Doubles
     b. Sidemount
     c. Closed Circuit Rebreather
     d. All of the above

12. Unsafe team members should be avoided due to what types of behavior?
     a. Poor team or environmental awareness
     b. Improper attitude as it applies to safe cave diving
     c. Unrefined survival skillsets
     d. All of the above

13. All lights should be checked before the start of every cave dive. (True/False)
     a. True
     b. False

14. An S (Safety) Drill is required before the start of every dive in order to…
     a. Ensure long hose is deployable
     b. Ensure all regulators are functional
     c. A and B

15. List 5 types of caves
     a.Solution
     b.Ice
     c.Lava
     d.Sea
     c.Coral
     

16. What type of cave would require modification of gas rules to be more conservative?
     a. Spring
     b. Offset Sink
     c. Syphon
     d. Sea Cave

17. What type of mentality is most likely to result in a successful outcome in a stressful overhead situation.
     a. Calm, collected, with the ability to stop, evaluate the scenario and then act.
     b. Panic with the sole intent to rush for the exit as quickly as possible.

18. List three reasons why good buoyancy and trim are essential to cave divers.
     a. Streamlining reduces resistance
     b.Reduction in damage to cave
     c. Reduced risk of silt out

19. A team member explains to you why gas management rules don’t apply in high flow cave systems or when diving in teams of 3 because of the additional flow pushing you out and the additional resources carried, respectively.  What should you do?
     a. Carry additional gas just in case something does happen
     b. Carry a stage bottle to pass off in case that team member needs it
     c. Do not dive with the team member as they are displaying an unsafe attitude

20. What are examples of scenarios that would allow for modification of the safety rules?
     a. You encounter virgin cave and need more time to survey it.
     b. It is the last day of your dive trip and you really want to see the ice room.
     c. You have lost your $7000 DPV and need to recover it.
     d. Nothing is worth disregarding the basic rules of safe cave diving as there is nothing in the cave worth dieing for.

21. Who is responsible for knowing the contents of your diving cylinder.
     a. The diver diving it only  
     b. The dive shop staff who filled the cylinder
     c. All members of the dive team

22. A cylinder was filled and then the dive was canceled.  A contents label was affixed and is still intact.  The cylinder is going to be used the next weekend since it is still full.  What must be done?
     a. Nothing as the decal is still in place and it has been analyzed
     b. Nothing so long as it is not refilled or another diver uses it
     c. The cylinder must be reanalyzed and remarked the next weekend prior to diving

23. Twin 100 cf /12 L cylinders rated to 3,500 psi / 242 bar are filled to 3,000 psi / 200 bar.  How many cubic feet / liters of gas is available for penetration?
1600 liters/57 CFT
How much gas is in the set of cylinders?
4800 liters/ 171 cft

24. A cave diver has a small steady stream of bubbles escaping from their first stage.  What should they do?
     a. Abort the dive
     b. Finish the dive but get it fixed before the net dive
     c. Swap regulators underwater
     d. Monitor gas supply and bubbles until the diver hits turn pressure then exit

25. A landowner asks that a cave diving team not use their DPV in his cave system.  What should the team do?
     a. Obey the wishes of the landowner and swim, thanking him for access.
     b. Obey the landowner and swim then complain to the local dive shop about the rule.
     c. Ignore the rule and sneak the DPVs in the cave.
     d. Argue the matter and explain they have a DPV certification

26. A Basic Cave Diver goes cave diving with a Full Cave Diver who wants to do a full cave dive.  The team dives to thirds and makes one jump.  What just happened?
     a. Nothing, the basic cave diver could dive to that level in their next course so it is ok.
     b. The Full Cave diver probably had the experience to take the Basic Cave diver on a single jump.
     c. The Basic Cave Diver was wrong for exceeding his level of training and since the Full Cave Diver was not an instructor he did nothing wrong.
     d. Both divers put themselves at risk by breaking the experience and training imitations of one of the team members.

27. A rebreather diver dives with an Open Circuit Diver.  What is the bare minimum gas the rebreather diver must carry as bailout?
     a. Just enough to get himself out?
     b. 2/3 of what he needs to get himself out since his team member is on OC and has a long hose.
     c. 2 Aluminum 40s
     d. At least one third of the total gas the Open Circuit diver is carrying.

28. A cave diver arrives at the dive site and there is tannic water over the cave.  The dive has dove here before and know exactly where the cave starts and has been told recently it is clear once you enter the cave.  Where should the tie off the primary reel?
     a. They don’t need one as they have dove the site before and being a popular site the line is run to the exit.
     b. At the mouth of the cave in open water.
     c. At the surface because they are entering low visibility immediately upon decent.

29. A cavern at night becomes what?

 A cave.

30. Cave divers can never remove all risk, however evaluation of the acceptable risk and mitigation of acceptable risk to the best of their abilities should be a part of every pre dive plan.
[bookmark: _GoBack]     a. True
     b. False
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