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A MESSi\GE '1U '!HE MFMBERSHIP 
FRCM YOOR NEW ClfAlRMAN 

I realize that rra.ny of you nay not know 
me personally, so I WJUld like to tell you a 
li ttle about my interest in the cave diving 
community. After first diving the springs of 
Fla. in 1975, I knew that this was a special 
environment. 'lbrough the experience and ~ 
couragement of many of my dive buddies, I 
soon also realized that it took special train
ing to dive safely in this environnent. Fol
lowing the completion of a NMl) course in 
1978, I joined the NSS/C>S and began atteOO
ing our fine Spring and Winter W:>rkshops. It 
is because of the canaraderie I witnessed in 
the cave diving camuni.tyand the respect for 
the environment shown by our fellow cave 
di ver s , that I am proud to be a part of this 

.. organization •. 

Even though I am sarewhat rerootely loca
ted fran the springs, I have vO'fIIed not to let 
the 1000 miles interfere with the consurma
tion of my duties. I believe I am working 
wi th some of the finest people in the diving 
world and I wish to have the NSS/CDS 
representative of that fact. 
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If I was to have only a single goal for 
my year as Chaiman, it would be to see all 
the cave diving organizations in closer c0op
eration and aligriment in all efforts for the 
bet tement of cave diving. By nany standards 
cave diving is still in its infancy. Olr 
growth is just beginning. 'lbrough the ex
change of ideals and the CCX>rdination of ef
forts, cave diving can grow safely. 

I am extending an invitation to all cave 
divers to write or talk to ae or any of our 
fine Board uembers any tiIre that you have an 
idea that \1ilOUld benefit the cave diving can
muni ty. To do our job for you, we need your 
help. 

I would like to personally thank Bill 
Fehring, our past chainran, for his help and 
encouragement, and the entire slate of 
off icers for their valued efforts over the 
previous year. I would also like to thank 
Shannon and Paul Heinerth for the Excellent 
workshop that certainly gave II¥ upcaning'year 
an excellent start. 

Steve Qrmeroid 
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Free Flow 

by Wayne Marshall 

This will be the first in what is hoped to 
be a long series of articles for the newslet
ter. The idea is to establish a forum where 
we can all exchange-news about activities and 
developments within the Section, something 
similar to the Mike Dyas column in the N.S.S. 
News. I for one find that column one of par
ticular interest as it helps me to keep up 
with my friends in other areas of the country 
and the status of their misadventures 
oops! 

What we are hoping to accomplish is to 
generate enough news of a general nature to 
help one another in the progress and pursuit 
of our favorite sport. Now. I'm not exactly 
sure what that is. but if you'll send it in. 
I'll try and publish it. All of the- above is 
trying to say that many of you have indica~ed 
that the newsletter needed to have some sort 
of high class gossip column. It is well 
known that this intrepid columnist has class 
and plenty of it. It's just that some of you 
feel that it's all low. 

There is, however, one area of our Sec
tion's activities that I am very curious to 
see how it turns out. It is well known that 
some of you out there in Hodagland are shall 
we say reluctant to tell others about your 
number one "Nirvana Dive Site." That's ok 
with me, but if you really want the credit 
for discovering and mapping the 280 mile tun
nel from Gainesville to Tallahassee, you 
might just want ye old column to help you 
document that you were in fact the first to 
pull it off. So there, take that. all you 
secretive types! I won't publish until its 
time. but who doesn't like to see their name 
in print. Just drop a short line to the ad
dress at the end of the column to keep us 
posted of your ins and outs -catchy phrase. 
huh. None of uS really has the capability of 
keeping up with our buddies in other regions. 
As a southern diver. I find the incoherent 
ramblings of our northern counterparts some
what amusing. I mean, who in their right 
mind deliberately dives someplace where they 
have to break off icicles to enter the tunnel 
to be dived. 
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Send your contributions to: 

Wayne Marshall, Free Flow 
2623 Tulip Tree Circle 
Seffner, Florida 33584 
(813) 681-3629 

I guess it just goes to show you that even 
within our own ranks there are varying degre
es of devotion -or is it sanity. You all 
know that we are perceived as somewhat dif
ferent by the air bound dry caving groups. 
Well. it seems to me that we are the more 
sane of the group. Have you ever really 
smelled one of the true guano gopher types? 
At least the cave divers can claim to be 
clean after a dive, unless you get to go be
hind some of our true silt kings. 

In July of 1981. several of us had the op
portunity to spend some nine days diving with 
some of the European cave divers that had 
come early for the World Congress of Speleol
ogy. Almost without exception, the opinion 
was that the French divers were the true silt 
kings of the universe. Now, of course, that 
was a limited sample of representatives, but 
that won't change the minds of Paul and 
Shannon Heinreth! They spent a large amount 
of time with the French divers, while Sheck 
spent most of his time sparring with the 
Czechs. I picked out the best diver of the 
bunch and we promptly disapppeared for all 
eight days. In reality Boris was a Yugoslav
ian biologist who specialized in cave critt
ers and we went to a few remote locations so 
that his collection techniques would not ruin 
the visibility for everyone else. His normal 
routine waS to get up to full speed and then 
nose dive into the silt waving his collecting 
net furiously. This worked remarkably well 
as he was delighted with the samples of iso
pods and other troglobitic insect forms which 
we found. 

While all of this was going on. I would 
wait up above the turmoil and sort of shine 
all twenty seven of my lights to try and help 
out as much as possible. By the way. we also 
made some very nice dives such as the Split 
Sink -Emerald traverse with Mike Forrest, 
Dale Purchase, and Bruce Herr. and another 
little jaunt to the back of Little River's 
Florida Room. perhaps the highlight of this 
adventure was th~t a true friendship evolved. 
with the two of us continuing to correspond 
from Florida to Yugoslavia periodically. 
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OCIENl'IFIC INIJESl'IGATIONS PRCXiRAM. 

In order to initiate the scientific inves
tigations program established by our new con
sti tution I am requesting all nembers or sub
scribers who are participating in, or know 
about, current scientific studies regarding 
underwater caves to send me a r~. A 
brief description of the location aoo the na
ture of the work as well as the oanes of the 
participants would be most helpful. '!be 
types of studies which would be of interest 
are unl imi ted, including such things as stu
dies of aquatic cave aninals, sinkhole and 
karst geology, hydrology, grourxiwater pollu
tion, testing of sinkhole detection devices, 
and so on. 

The purpose of this request is to estab-
1 i sh an inventory of such work for use by CDS 
members; and other interested parties. Such 
studies will help provide credibility for our 
efforts to establish the tax-exeapt scien
tif ic status of the CDS called for urxler the 
new constitution. It may provide widely 
spaced researchers with a way to find out 
about each others 'work in order to better c0-
ordinate their efforts. It will also let 
other members know of possible studies and 
projects which they might wish to initiate in 
their own area. 

If there are members that have an inte
rest in participating in scientific work, or 
researchers interested in obtaining cave 
di ver assistance, please let ne know. '!bis 
program can serve as an exchange forum 
through which resources and needs can be 
natched. 

Dr. Richard Franz, who addressed our last 
Workshop, has been awu-ded a contract by the 
Fla. Nitural Areas Inventory to identify bio
logically inportant inportant caves in Flor
ida. CDS member Judy Bauer is working with 
Dick on this project. Section nemhers inte
rested in aSSisting by subnitting data on ani
mal sightings should contact Judy Bauer, Bill 
Fehring, or Dick Franz. Dr. Franz' address 
is; % F 1 a. State Museum, Museum Rd. 
Gainesville, FI 33611 

aILL-F~HRING!Program Coordinator 

See you at the twenty first cave diving 
work shop on May 28th Bradford, 
Florida 
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Cavedivers Help City Find Water 

Ever since 1854 the city of Monpellier, 
France has been drawing most of its drinking 
water from a spring, the Souce de Lez. How
ever, over the past twenty years water con
sumption has doubled, making· improvements in 
the source of water a matter of urgent neces
sity. This is true because. although rain
fall is adequate, it is concentrated during 
two months of the year. while flow from the 
spring entrance, the current source of the 
water, during the dry periods is barely ade
quate. However, to hydrologists it was evi
dent that the kartstic fonnations north of 
Montpel1ier were rich in groundwater and 
could easily meet the city's increased needs. 

The Source de Lez also represented a chal
lenge to cave divers. Entering at the 115 
foot wide circular spring pool, they eventu
ally penetrated the spring some 1700 feet. 
There they found at a depth of 246 feet the 
top of what seemed to them a bottomless pit. 
This room could be the source of the addi
tional water needed by the city in the fu
ture. 

C;· '.';.,: . .. ,. 

As a direct result of the diver's discov- C' 
ery the city is sinking supply shafts into 
the room. These shafts will carry water from 
the room to an underground pumphouse located 
100 feet below the surface and from there to 
the present city aquaduct. Water from this 
source will cost the city 1/9th what it would 
cost to treat water from nearby river sources 
justifying the $6,000.000 cost of the pro
ject. 

FREE FLOW (continued from p 63) 

Now the above rew paragraphs are true and 
may even be interesting to you. but they were 
written as an example of the type of contri
butions each of you can make to this column. 
I very much want this to be something other 
than the dive log of yours truly. Let me 
know what's going On in your neck of the 
woods. I have sometimes heard the criticism 
that the Section concentrates most of its 
attention to the North Florida area. Here's 
your chance to spread the word about some of 
the other areas where there is lots of cave dlll!III'l

l
.: 

diving activity. ~l 

KEEP THOSE CARDS AND LETTERS COMING, 
FOLKS AND WE'LL TRY AND GET THEM IN PRINT. 
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New Method of underwater cave surveying 
by Tom Cook 

During the 1982 cave diving survey project 
at the Bruce Peninsula in Ontario, Canada, 
Bruce Herr and I made extensive use of a 
handheld sonar device in our cave surveying 
and in depth and position locating. 

I had purchased the sonar gun, a Dive Ray 
100, several months previously. I had found 
it very useful during open water diving in 
finding wrecks, determining bottom terrain 
,and finding separated dive partners. What I 
really liked best was that I could use it as 
a depth meter with an accuracy of plus or mi
nus six inches. That was something I never 
got from any of my depth guages. 

The Dive Ray looks like a large twelve 
inch long yellow gun. It runs for what seems 
like forever on two nine volt batteries. It 
has a backlit LED display that reads out dis
tance in feet located at the rear of the bar
rel. It can read distances up to 99 feet af
ter which the display blinks. There also is 
a battery check switch. 

While diving I keep the Dive Ray in a 
thigh pocket and also tethered to my belt 
with some shock cord since the gun floats and 
therefore has to be secured. 

The method of surveying that Bruce and I 
used was very similar to dry cave surveying 
techniques. Our equipment consisted of an 
inclinometer in a plexiglas case mounted on 
the survey board. The survey board is a 
plexiglas clip board that holds the water
proof paper or mylar survey sheets on which a 
standard survey data grid is printed. An un
derwater compass, survey tape, sonar gun and 
signal lights complete the required equip
ment. 

Because the caves were short, we first ran 
recon dives and later discussed where the 
survey stations would be placed and marked 
them on a preliminary sketch map. During the 
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actual survey dive we filled in the survey 
data and drew a detailed sketch map, drawing 
in cave features and referencing them to sur
vey points. 

The survey procedure went for the most 
part like this: First I would ground on a 
prominent cave feature and use it as a survey 
point while Bruce ran out the tape to another 
prominent point within sight of the first. 
This gives the distance between survey 
points. Next I would note the distance, az
imuth, and inclination readings on the survey 
slate. Using the Dive Ray, I would also sho
ot the distance from the first survey point 
to the right and left walls and to the cave 
ceiling and floor. Finally, I would sketch 
the passage noting the floor type, room con
figuration and other interesting features. 

By uSing the gun, Bruce was able to stay 
out in front and wOuld not have to return to 
help get the other measurements. This enabl
ed the survey to proceed at a pretty good 
clip. The only thing that slowed us down was 
the sketching of details, I tended to get 
them too complicated. One thing should be 
noted, however. The Dive Ray cannot be used 
for long shots in narrow or irregular passag
es since the beam spread may give a mislead
ing measurement. 

If we encountered a large room we did a 
multi-shot move. From a prominent survey 
point we shot distances to the walls using 
the gun and recorded azimuths and inclina
tions to five or six points along the room's 
walls. Bruce then took ceiling to floor me
asurements at the various points along the 
room walls. 

Used in this way the sonar gun enables a 
dive team composed of only two divers to be 
able to produce a high grade·survey. A two 
man team can move quicly and efficiently 
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STATION DISTANCE AZIMUTH INCUNATION LEfT RIGHT UP DOWN 
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UNDERWATER SURVEY DATA SHEET 

which is very important in small and silty 
passages. 

The only catch to this method of surveying 
is that the team has to practice surveying 
together. Both team members need to know how 
to choose a good surve.y point, and how all 
the equipment functions. The tape man needs 
to watch for the surveyor's signal light as a 
signal to move to the next point, and to cho
ose a prominent point that will allow an ac
curate measurement to be made. 

I was going to use two small Saber Lights 
that were clipped onto the survey board for 
signaling. One had a green lens the other a 
red lens. A green light mea nt to move on to 
a new survey point while the red meant to 
stay put. If both lights were on the diver 
was to return to me. These lights were not 
used because they were not needed due to 
carefu~ preplanniQg and good visibility that 
allowed hand signals to be used. 

I had practiced using the sonar gun to 
help find my way through silted tunnels. 
This requires the user to be very experienced 
in using the gun and in interpretting the 
readings. 

The Dive Ray 
be if its mine. 

is a rugged uni t. it has to 
The only faults I find with 

it are that it has no trigger lock and no ad
equate place to attach a lanyard. To make a' 
trigger lock one needs only drill a hole 
through the trigger and insert a wire to pre
vent the trigger from being pressed. To pro
vide a secure point of attachment I .glued a 
block of ABS plastic to the gun, drilled a 
hole in it, and attached a large diameter 
shock cord. 

All in all, the Dive Ray is an interesting 
piece of equipment that can make underwater 
surveying more interesting as well as having 
other-possible applications in diving. 
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The 21st Cave Diving Workshop will be held 
at the Branford High School Auditorium, Bran
ford, Florida on May 28th, 1983 beginning at 
9 am. As. with several highly successful pre
vious workshop, it will include presenta
tions, slide shows, and demonstrations. To 
register in advance send $3 if a section mem~ 
beror $5 if not a member to Jack Rensch, 
chairman, 2969 Daisy Lane, ColUmbus, Ohio 
43204. 

i . 
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Exploration of Lineater Spring Cave System 
by Guy Bryant 

During August of 1981, Lee Sams and I 
talked with ranger James Meeks of the Suwan
nee River State Park and he told us of a 
spring on the Suwannee River that he used to 
fish in as a boy. He gave us directions to 
the spring from a boat as there were no roads 
Ie ading to it. So, on August 22, 1981, we 
set out on a canoeing expedition to find this 
spring.' After a short trip we found the 
spring located along the edge of the river. 
It didn't have much of a run. at most forty 
feet long. and the basin was only about twen
ty feet across. However. the visibility was 
about forty feet, and there was a strong cur
rent coming from a fair sized entrance. Just 
looking at the spring. convinced us that 
someone must have already explored it. 

We quickly suited up and plunged in. Lee 
led laying the line into a ten foot high by 
fifteen foot wide tunnel. There was no silt, 
the floor consisting of either a rock or sand 
bottom. The current was very strong, being 
somewhat stronger than that found in Devil's 
Eye. or Little River Springs. On the plus 
side was the depth. only about forty feet. 
As we continued in, we couldn't find any 
trace of another line. Somehow we couldn't 
believe this was a virgin cave. 

When Lee ran out of line. I quickly whip
ped out my reel and continued on. About 850 
feet back we came upon a drop off which led 
to sixty foot depths. We continue on until I 
ran out of line. We had laid 970 feet of 
line on one dive and wished we had brought 
more since we still had plenty of air and the 
tunnel was still going. As we surveyed out. 
we noted several side tunnels that we needed 
to explore later. One of these in particular 
was especially intriquing since it had colder 
water coming from it than the rest. 

When we returned the next day, we had 
still not decided on a name for our new dis
covery. pulling along through the strong 
current, we noted that about 100 feet past 
the end of the line we had installed the pre-

67 

vious day the cave was getting shallower. We 
continued on at an average depth of 50 feet 
until we ran out of line 2100 feet from the 
entrance. The tunnel still continued strong 
at about fifteen by twenty feet. When we 
surfaced, I remarked that this spring sure 
was a line eater. With that remark Lee and I 
concluded that the only proper name for the 
spring was Lineater Spring. 

We had planned to dive the next weekend, 
but Lee was in an automobile accident and 
broke his leg which would sideline him for 
awhile. I was eager to dive Lineater so I 
asked Lamar English if he would like to help 
me add some line, and, of course. he was. 
So, on September 6, 1981, 'Lamar and I decided 
that we would check the side tunnel closest 
the entrance, the one with the coldwater. 
Lamar started off laying the line. At first 
the tunnel was six by seven feet but soon got 
smaller. It didn't go far before it rejoined 
the main tunnel. However, we noticed that 
the cold water was actually coming, from a 
still smaller tunnel at this junction. 

We entered this small 
leading and me surveying. 
smooth rock bottom with 

tunnel with· Lamar 
The tunnel had a 

nothing to tie off 
to. After about 400 feet, we began to feel 
uneasy over the tunnel's small size and de
cided to turn back. Returning to the main 
tunnel. we went upstream checking other side 
tunnels only to find that they all looped 
back into the main passage. 

On September 18th Lamar and I returned 
with intentions of extending the main line. 
Continuing upstream about 100 feet, we found 
that we were at the bottom of a pit. Ascend
ing the pit from the 40 foot to 20 foot lev
el, we continued on. We decided to name this 
pit the Up Pit. Past this point the tunnel 
grew larger and had an appearance that remin
ded me of Peacock Springs. Continuing anoth
er 400 feet, we came upon another pit, the 
Down. Pit, . through which we descended back to 
40 feet. Past t~e bottom of the pit the tun-
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nel forked into-two smaller passageways. Af
ter tying off the line we returned to the 
Down Pit. There, noticing a small log on the 
floor, we- began looking for another ent rance, 
but could get no shallower than 10 feet. Af
ter-a total penetration of 2805 feet, we cal
led the dive and surfaced. 

. -:; ....... ~.-' 
. -_.--

Lamar and I were unable to dive again un
til October 12. On this dive we planned to 
continue extending the line. Continuing past 
the Down Pit and past a larger tunnel on the 
right, we proceeded about 300 feet only to be 
stopped by a restriction. On the floor of 
the restriction, 
and a pee cup 
there must be a 
At this point our 

we noticed some pine cones 
leading us to surmise that 
sinkhole shortly upstream. 
penetration was 3100 feet. 

The land that the spring passage ran un
derneath was posted and there was a game war
den living there to insure the no trespassing 
signs were enforced. After some searching I 
was able to locate the owner and acquire per
mission to search for the sinkhole. The own
er tolded me that he knew of several sink
holes on the property which really fueled my 

excitement. 

Finding these sinkholes from the surface 
didn't take long. Lamar and I found several 
sinkholes with clear water and apparently 
with both upstream and downstream tunnels. 
One in particular, Bernice sink, was most im
pressive. Unlike the other sinks which re
quired vertical gear to get into, one could 
walk to Bernice Sink. From one side of the 
sink a spring welled up, and the water flowed 
50 feet down a run before disappearing again 
on the far side of the sink. 

By 
ready 
cided 

now Lee's leg was healed, and he was 
to resume diving. As a warm up we de
to do some more exploration in the 

small cold water tunnel. We were unable to 
add much line, however, due to the tunnels 
small size and numerous restrictions. Our 
maximum penetration was 640 feet with 672 
feet of line layed in this particular tunnel. 

Finally, on January 3, 1982 Lee, Lamar and 
I decided to assault downstream Bernice Sink 
in hopes of connecting with Lineater. The 
river was flooding so that the current was 
almost imperceptible, but the visibility was 
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down to 20 feet. This suggested to me that 
perhaps Bernice was in fact part of Lineater. 
With Lee going first followed by myself and 
Lamar last, we passed under four sinks and 
continued to pick our way through what seemed 
like a maze of tunnels. We eventually came 
to a major fork in the tunnel. By this time 
Lee's reel was empty and I began laying line • 
I decided on the right fork, but the tunnel 
kept getting smaller and smaller. However, 
it soon met a perpendicular tunnel that had a 
line running through it. We had made the 
connection to the Pee Cup tunnel. We had 
layed exactly 1099 feet of line at an average 
depth of 20 feet. The section of Lineater 
downstream from Bernice to the river was nam
ed Lower Lineater and the still unexplored 
upstream side, Upper Lineater. Because of 
heavy rains which raised the Suwannee's level 
and caused Lineater to syphon, this was the 
last dive we could do for some time. 

It wasn't until June 5th that the waters 
had receded sufficiently to allow us to dive 
again. Lee, Lamar, and I all yeturned hoping 
to begin our exploration of Upper Lineater. 
The upstream tunnel never seemed to quit. We 
managed to lay 1673 feet of line that day and 
connected three more sinks into the system. 
This brought the total surveyed passage to 
6654 feet. 

After this dive Lee Sams moved to Augusta 
and Lamar quit cave diving leaving me without 
a partner. Finally. on October 2nd I managed 
to find a partner in Paul Ferriter, an old 
high school friend who had been cave diving 
for a couple of years. Putting in at Bernice 
sink, we managed to make it to the end of the 
line without much hesitation and began adding 
line. We added 549 feet of line on that dive 
and also discovered a loop which I decided to 
call Ferriter's Loop. This brought the total 
surveyed passage to 7203 feet with a ten foot 
high by eight foot wide tunnel blowing a 
strong current continuing on at a depth of 25 
feet. 

In November Court Smith and I returned on
ly to find out that we could not dive. As it 
turned out the owner had a change of heart 
and didn't want anybody on his land any long
er. Hopefully, I will be able to renegotiate 
an agreement with the owner in the future so 
that the Exploration of Lineater Spring may 
continue. 
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LITHIUM BATTERY HAZARDS 

The following letter from Joseph L. Odom, 
Jr., head of the Physical Analysis Laboratory 
at the Continental Testing LaBoratories in 
Fern Park, Florida illustrates the potential 
problems with using Lithium Batteries. The 
various types of lithium batteries provide 
more power per unit weight than nearly any 
other kind of battery. They are especially 
attractive in spite of their high cost in ap
plications where a light weight high power 
package is desired. They are frequently used 
by dry cavers especially for backup lights. 
They have not as yet received wide use in 
cave diving lights. 

Testing of Lithium Bromine Complex (Li
BCX) Chlorine Sulfuryl Chloride (CSC) and 
Lithium Sulfur Dioxide (LiS02) cells/ batter
ies indicates that these high energy 
cells/batteries can be extremely hazardous. 
Cell venting, varying in degree from leakage 
of toxic gas to violent explosions, has been 
observed under certain conditions, i.e. over
discharge, charge, short ciruit and high tem
perature. The Lithium Bromine Complex cells 
are proving to be very intolerant of overdis
charge. For example, considerable testing on 
overdischarge tolerance of Li-BCX cells has 
previously been performed indicating no vent
ing on overdischarge is greatly dependent on 
how the cell arrived at the discharge condi
tion, in combination with an open circuit in
terval between the time it is subjected to 
overdischarge. If a cell is previously dis
charged to more than 50% of it capacity and 
is allowed to stand open curcuit (no load) 
for about a week and is then driven into 
overdischanrge by other series cells in the 
battery when the battery is placed under 
load, the discharge cell will almost always 
vbent or explode. 

Products produced by the venting/explosion 
of Lithium cells are toxic and corrosive. 
The ~ produ~ts of BCX cells are CO (carbon 
monoxide), HCl (hydrogen chloride), S02 (sul
fur dioxide), and SOC12 (thionyl chloride). 
Lithium CSC cells vent CO, COS (carbonyl sul
fide), CS2 (carbon disulfide), and CH4 (meth
ane). S02 and acetonitrile vents from the 
LiS02 cells. 
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Coupled with the high cost per watt of en- C"'-" 
ergy from these cells (higher than the silver '. 
oxide series of cells/batteries) it would 
seem prudent that the hazards make casual use 
of the cells inappropriate for all but the 
most carefully engineered systems. Accord
ingly, sufficient safeguards would have to be 
inplace for safety, to include operator and 
technician training in the specific applica
tions of the Lithium series. 

Joseph L. Odom, Jr. 
Departement Head, 
Physical Analysis Laboratory 

EDITORS PARTING NOTE: 

This will be my last issue as editor of 
Underwater Speleology. I'm sure that as you 
review this issue and those of the last two 
years, you will find that you were sometimes 
pleased and sometimes displeased with the 
newsletter. Perhaps, you were disappointed 
with the lack of current news, or the irregu- C"" 
lartty with which the newsletter was publish-. 
ed. I must certainly bear much responsibili
ty for this and I appologize to you the mem
bership. 

However, you must also realize that ulti
mately the quality of the newsletter d~pends 
upon you. It depends on your sending in the 
kind of news you would like to see in the 
newsletter, and generally keeping the editor 
informed on whats happening in your area. To 
expect the editor to solicit all the arti
cles, to do all the editing, typing, layout, 
publishing, and mailing, not to say a good 
portion of the writing will wear down even 
the most motivated person guickly. 

Over the past two years I, have come to re
alize that having the kind of newletter we 
all want is not that difficult if we would 
all contribute just a little. Drop a post
card letting the editor know how good the di
ving is or isn't. Better still, submit an 
article, long or short. Most important, en
courage other to do the same and be~ome in- Itmlllh: 
volved. If you hate to write then call the~HW' 
editor, or volunteer to help in some other 
way such as typing, layout or with the art-

i 
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work. Perhaps. you have an interesting pict
ure that could be published. Dividing the 
effort in this way will help prevent editor 
burnout and give you the kind of newsletter 
you want. 

Finally. I would like to thank all of 
those who helped me over the last two years 
especially those who helped by submitting ar
ticles. What was right with the newsletter 
was after all yours. Thank you! 

LOCAYAN CAVERNS CUl3ED 'ill PUBLIC 

This letter was received recently. I feel 
that it is vitally important that we in the 
Section try to understand the position of the 
government of the Bahamas in this matter. 
Mr. Kelly's letter is succint and to the 
point. 

" .•• The Executive Committee of the 
Bahamas National Trust .•• has directed me to 
write t.o you, instructing you to illlllf'iliately 
close the I.ucayan cavern National Park to the 
public. Only those persons who have obtained 
wr it ten permission fran the Bahamas National 
Trust may enter the Luca.yan cavern National 
Park. This directive will remain in effect 
until further notice.· 

Much of the activity of the Bahamas 
National Trust in the past few years has cen
tered around the theme "Guard our Heritage." 
To allow the situation which has developed at 
the .Lucayan Cavern to continue l«)U.ld be to 
turn a blind eye to activities which lIBy be 
destroying our natural, and in this ~ 
priceless, heritage. '!he Bahamas National 
Trust has no· intention of allowing this to 
~. - . 

I t has texme well known that the Lucayan 
Cavern is the lalgest underwater cave system 
in the world. (For now!-Ed.) 'Ibis feature 
alone demands that we protect this natural 
wonder of the earth that exists in our na
tion. However, the length on its awn w:JUld 
not justify the reasoning behind our actions. 

'!he fauna discovered in the cavern, in ev
ery case, has been new to science. In the 
c;:as7 of Speleo~ectes lucayensis, not only 
1S 1 t a new spec1es, l::ut ti also represents a 
new genus, new family, new order, and new 
class. The value of the cavern in this re
gard cannot be lII':9Sured. 
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It is for these reasons that we are ccm
pel led to close the cavern for public use. 
The cave environment is DIlCh too delicate to 
wi thstand the detrimental effects of the ac-
tivities occuring there daily. Until sudl 
time as further research can be conducted the 
Lucayan caverns needs to remain off-limits to 
all persons who do DOt have explicit permis- -
sion to enter for scientific plq)OSe8. 

Please pass this infOJ:ttation on to all 
persons and organizations in your area who' 
would be involved with using the Lucayan 
Cavern. By a copy of this directive we will 
notify the Grand Bahama Port Authority, the 
District Commissioner, and the Grand Bahama 
Police Force. 

Basil T. Kelly, Pres. 
BalwMs National Trust 
P.O. Box N4105 
Nassau, Bahamas 

(Editor's note; It is our understanding 
tha t this DDratorium may in fact be t.eDplrary 
and that the subject is receiving a great 
deal of attention over there ! It is really a 
question of commercial access to the site 
which seems to be in displte at present. The 
si tuation is certainly very volatile, with 
special interest groups on all sides of the 
issue. 

It is probably best to adopt a wait aDd 
see posture for the present at least, as 1IIe 

do not know what impact any action an the 
part of the Section would have on the issue. 
Bill and Sandy Fehring will bring back a 
report upon their return fran a visit with 
Jill Yaqer and Dennis Williams in Freeport. I 
will keep you posted as to any significant 
developments in this area. Our thanks to 
Jill Yager· for providing this hot flashl -. 
~ 

NSS Cave Diving Section members from Tampa 
are working with a Tampa-based soil engineer
ing firm to test a new device designed to lo
cate subterranean cavities from the surface. 
The unit is a very sensitive gravinometer but 
is only the size of a coffee pot. Initial 
tests are being run at the Diepolder Number 3 
sink in Hernando County and the Arch Sink 
cavern in Pasco County. In these instances. 
existing maps are being used to locate the 
surface test transects over the caverns. La
ter tests will include having diverss confirm 
by mapping the location of caverns found from 
the surface. Look for the results in furture 
issues of Underwater Speleology. 



NSS CAVE DIVING SECTION 
C/O SANDRA FEHRING 
3508 HOLLOW OAK PL. 

BRANDON, FLORIDA 33511 
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