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The photo of Section divers placing a
safety warning sign is an appropriate
way to start the '80's. B{i11 Fehring
took the photo in Devil's Eye Cave,
FL.

EDITORIAL

This 15 the beginning of a new decade
in the realm of Underwater Speleclogy.
In the last ten years equipment,
techniques, philosophy, and attitudes
have gone through a tremendous
evolution. This issue starts us
forward by presenting the material
from the two new pamphlets (the safety
brochure is revised); equipment
manufacturers and dealers, for the
avaflability of the experienced, to
help inform the inexperienced. Flease
order copies of the pamphlets to
provide to your local shops and
classes. Let wus continue the
development of Underwater Speleology-

CALENDAR

Jul 1% “DRY THING" see page 17.

Jul 26 - Aug 2 1980 W55 Convention,

Lakewood Community College, White Bear

Lake, Minn.

Jul 31 Cave Diving Session at the

Convention

Erc. 1980 CDS Workshop, Branford,
A

Jul 18 - 24, 1981 Ath International

Eungress of Speleology, Bowling Green,
Y.
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Training for Save Cave Diving

Are Tou Planning & Cave Dive but you are ...

1) A nom-certified diver ... newly certified ... experienced SCUBA
diver, or an instructor;

2) untrained in cavern diving but interested;

1) making one of your initial cave dives;

4) wot using two underwater lights, a guideline, a submersible pressure
gauge, or an additional second stage?

If your answer 18 yes to any of these, then you are typical of most cave
diving accident victims. Since 1960, more than 180 divers fitting the
above description have died in cave diving accidents in Flarida. While
this number 1s less than the number of drownings in bathtubs and wash
basins in Florida alone, and only a small fraction of the estimated 150,000
divers who frequent the thousands of clear sinkholes and springs found in
Florida, this number {8 far too high ... particularly since the means to
cave dive safely are available.

THE CAVE ENVIRONMENT

No amount of previous open water experience can adequately prepare you
for cave diving. Regardless of their previocus open water experience, most
cave diving victims were untrained in cave diving procedures, fnadequately
equipped for the planned dive, and/or making one of their inftial cave
dives. Many were extremely experienced in other types of diving, and no
Tess than 15 were certified SCUBA instructors but who had had mo cava
diving training.

Why did these divers drown? The asnswer 1ies in part with their
ignorance of the unigque hazards foumd in caves, and their failure to
recognize and deal with these hazards adeguatsly.

For example, when cave diving, the ceiling restricts direct access to
the surface, making you more dependent upon your equipment and its proper
function. Should an emergancy such as air failure occur, you must exit the
way you came in -- out and then up. Yet many divers, unaware of this
possibility, fail to plan for such an emergency.

Many divers rely on thefr dive 1ight and memory of the cave to navigate
the cave's maze-1ike passageways. Should their dive 1ight fail (probably
the most common cause of cave drownings) or their swimming technique stir
up silt, reducing visibility to near zero, there are only two things which
will help them exit safely . . . having practiced emergency procedures
{reducing the panic factor) and the safety guideline connected with the
surface.

CAVE DIVING SAFETY

Yet despite these hazards, thousands of cave dives are made each year in
complete safety by those who have learned to cave dive properly. In i1s
first year, more than 110 Abe Davis Safety Awards, named in honor of an
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American cave diving pioneer, have been awarded by the NS5 Cave Diving
Section to divers completing and logging 100 safe cave dives.

For these trained cave divers, the day's conventionality 1s put behind
a5 they move through gin-clear, 72 degree wAter, enjoying scenic vistas and
the guiet beauty of the huge cathederal-like rooms safely. They are divers
much 1ike you, differing only in that they have learned about the quiet,
strange and beautiful enviromment of the underwater cave. As a result,
they have acquired the necessary training and safety eguipment, and on
every dive rigorously follow a set of proven safety procedures developed
over many years by experienced cave divers.

Thres Basic Guidelines

1.1 Always reserve 2/3 of your air for the exit.
2.) Always run a single, continuous guideline from the cave entrance.
3.) Avoid deep diving in caves.

ALHAYS DIVE WITH A BUDDY

« +« and get the proper training. [t will make your diving more
enjovable and measurably safer.

TO JOIN NSS:

Hational Speleclogical Society
Cave Avenue

Huntsville, AL 35810

TO JOIN THE CAVE DIVING SECTION:

{N55 membership required)

0r Underwater Speleology subscription:
Treasurer -- Cave Diving Section

P.0. Box 60

Williams, IN 47470

FOR INSTRUCT ION:

{Cavern/Basic Cave/Cave/Instructor)
Training Chairman -- Cave Diving Section
2832 Concord Or., Decatur, GA 30033

CAVE DIVING TRAINING

The best way to become a safe cave diver is to first become a certified
SCUBA diver and to accumulate a sufficient amount of open water diving
experience to fully develop your diving skills. An excellent way to do
this is to take an advanced diving training. The majority of cave diving
victims have made fewer than five cave dives., Cave diving can be
considered purely an equipment sport only under ideal conditions. Be
trained for the not-so-ideal conditions.

The Cave Diving Section of the National Speleological Society has developed

the following courses desfgned to provide you with the knowledge and skills
necessary to begin to cave or cavern dive safely.
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CAVE DIVING
SAFETY

Presented By
The Cave Diving Section
ol the
MNational Speleclogical Society
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CAVERN DIVING COURSE -- Many of the
most interesting features of the cave
can be found within tne cavern, that
area of the cave which receives
surface 1ight., Objective of the
course is to introduce the student to
the cave pavironagnt under the
supervision of an experienced cave
diving instructor. Lasting a single
weekend, the course includes lectures
on diving philosophy, the cavern
eavironment, practice of safety
procedures, and three cavern diving
sessfons. Upon satisfactorily
completing the course, the student 18
awarded a cavern diver card by the NS5
Cave Diving Section.

The Cavern Diver course is the
first step in the four week-end-long
cave diving fnstruction progrims
offered by the Section. From the tise
of completion of the cavern course,
the student has two years to complete
the full cave diving course, if he so
desires. This time allotment is to
allow divers living some distance from
the springs to more easily obtain
training.

CAVE DIVING COURSE -- For those
cavern divers who wish to more fully
develop their diving skills, the
Section offers a full cave diving
course. It is divided into two
modules -- Basic Cave Diving and Cave
Mving. The basic course lasts one
weekend and emphasizes those skills
necessary to dive that portion of a
cave accessible on a single-tank afr
supply, including Tine laying, swim
technique, buddy-manship, emergency
procedures and decompression. The
Cave Diving course lasts two weekénds
and provides the student with a
variety of cave diving experignce
under many different conditions upon
which the student can build safe
diving habits.

OTHER COURSES =-- Additionally,
other organizations such as PADI,
NAUL, YMCA and NACD offer instruction
in cave and/or cavern diving. Contact
the above organizations for further
information on their courses.



EQUIPMENT FOR CAVE OR CAVERN DIVING

The following equipment is THE MINIMUM necessary for safe cave diving.
Unless you have each of the following items in good working order and are
thoroughly familiar with their use, you cannot begin to cavern/cave dive
safely.

Cavern Diving Equipment (Each Diver)

1.) Mask, fins, wet suit

2.) Single 72 cu. ft. cylinder or larger, filled at least to 1500 psig

3.) Single hose regulator equipped with an additional second stage and a
submersible pressuré gauge

4.) Two dependable underwater lights

5.1 Front or back mounted buocyancy compensating divice with an automatic
inflatar

f.) Dive knife, slate and pencil

Cavern Diving Equipment (Each Team)

7.) Watch depth gauge, and diving tables
B.) Nylon guideline, 3/32 to 1/8 inch, on reel

For cave diving, beyond basic cave diving, each diver needs the
following additicnal equipment.

9.} Dual tanks with dual valve manifold (crossover bar or dual single tanks
are not acceptable)

10.) Dual single hose regulators (one far each tank valvel, one with a
submersible pressure gauge, the other with automatic inflator

11.) Watch, depth gauge(s), dive tables and slate and pencil

12.) Forearm knife and line clips

13.) A third underwater 1ight (one of the three must be as bright as a 30
watt light or brighter and have a burn-time of at Teast 50 minutes)

14.) Compass and cave map.

SAFETY PROCEDURES FOR CAVE DIVING

An amalysis of Florida cave diving accidents has shown that at least ane
of the following three safety procedures was ingnored in every incident:

1.) Always reserve 2/3 of your starting air supply for the trip out of
the cave. This additicnal air will permit air-time for you %0 handle
emergencies. This rule applies best to teams utilizing similar tank
configurations and afr pressure. Do not begin a dive with l12s% than 1500
psig and monitor your submersible pressure gauge constantly.

2.) Always run a single, continuous guideline from the cave entrance
throughout the dive. Secure the line first in cpen water and again within
the cave entrance to prevent 1ts removal by swimmers or open water divers.

3.) Avoid deep diving in caves. The average depth for fatal dives in
which the first two procedurés were followed was greater than 150 feet.
Egn:*.ne your cave dives to depths less than 130 feet, and cavern dives to

eet.

Most cave diving accidents are the cumulative result of several safety
violations in addition to those listed above. Therefore, the following
safety procedures should be rigorously observed on all cave dives.
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4.} Become proficfent in emergency procedures by practicing them in apen
water prior to the dive. Practice buddy breathing with each new teap
member, and before the first dive of the day with each buddy. Practice
other emeérgency procedures regularly. This offers both physical and
psychological advantages.

53) Avold panfc by Knowing and observing your own limitations and by
building up experience slowly. MNever depend on another diver's ability to
carry you through the dive. Practice self-rescue regularly. The dive must
not exceed the limitations of the least experienced diver.

6] Avoid si1t by using your buoyancy compensating device to stay near
the cave's celling. Check behind yourself frequently to insure silt is nmot
being stirred up.

7) Stay within am's reach of the guideline and maintain visual contact
with it at 811 times. [f visibility is poor, maintain hand contact, but do
not pull on ft.

8] Avoid passageways you cannot turn around in easily.

9) Stay near your buddy at all times, and watch for his signals. Should
difficulties develop, notify your buddy immediately amd exit the cave
together.

10) Remeaber, anyone can canel the dive at any time, for any reascn.
All divers must head back out together.

Your safety depends in large on the good judgement you use in planning
the dive and following the above safety procedures. I[f you observe your
limitations, plan the dive within these boundaries, and follow these safety
procedures, you can enjoy a safe and productive dive. To ignore these
procedures is to risk your 1ife unnecessarily amd your buddy's.

CAVE CONSERVATION

You can choose between risking your 11fe and cave diving safely, but the
cave has no cholce -- 1t's there, and vulnerable to vandalism. Caves have
unigue scientific, recreational and scenic values which should be préserved
for future generations to study and enjoy. W55 members must pledge to do
nothing that will deface, mar or otherwise spoil the natural beauty and
life forms in caves. As divers are conspicuous features argund the springs
of Florida, much of the 1itter there 15 attributed to them. Even though
much of this 1itter arises from casual visitors and swimmers, N335
recommends that each time you dive, pick up and properly dispose of a few
pieces. In this way we can do our part to keep the area beautiful, to
continue our welcome at these springs, and hopefully to stimulate others to
better conservation habfits.

CAVE DIVING AND THE NS5

Founded in 1941, the National Speleological Society joins together over
25,000 Amer{cans dedicated to the safe study, exploration amnd conservation
of caves. The first cave diving information ever published was in a 1947
NSS Bulletin. In 1951, NSS divers were responsible for the first cave
dives in the U.5. using SCUBA. Prior to 1973, cave diving within NS5 was
on a purely local level. That year saw the initiation of the NS5 Cave
Diving Section to provide a venicle for information exchange. Today, the
Section promotes safe cave diving through workshops, cavern and cave diving
training programs, warning sign installation, search, rescue and recovery
through the Mational Cave Rescue Commission, cave exploration and mapping
and a bimonthly newsletter, Underwater Speleology.
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USING CAVE MAPS FOR SAFETY

BY SHECK EXLEY (NS5 13146F)

Why Maps Are Important

1t 45 universally recognized by scientists studying caves that maps are
invaluable as the foundation necessary for their research. However,
underwater cave maps are also one of the most valuable tools for planning
and executing safe cave dives. Prior to 1974 there were virtually no
accurate maps of underwater caves in this country, but now - thanks
primarily to the efforts of the N.5.5. Cave diving Section - many maps are
now available to help all of our dives to be safer as well as more
productive and enjoyable. These maps are generally published in the
bi-monthly newsletter of the N353 Cave Diving Section, Underwater
Spelenlogy, and some are also avaflable in large 18° by 24" blueprinat
format. Underwater Speleclogy is available by subscription for 55.00 per
year from Treasurer, N.5.5. Cave Diving Section, P.0. Box 60, Willfams, IN
47470. Blueprint maps and other publications are available from
Publications Committee, M.5.5. Cave Diving Section, 10259 Crystal Springs
Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32221.

The purpose of this article 18 to explain some of the {nformation found on
underwater cave maps and to 1llustrate a few of the many uses of this
information in planning and exécuting safe cave dives.

Title Block Information

Mo location is given on the map of “"Imaginary Spring Cave Systes® other
than county amd state. The N.5.5. is opposed to publishing the exact
locations of caves for reasons of conservation and safety. Caves are
unfque, valuable and delfcate resources which can easily be damaged by
malicious, careless or misinformed divers or éven by large numbers of
well-meaning, careful divers. A1l visitors to caves would observe the
famous N.5.5. conservation motto: “Take nothing but pictures... leave
nothing by footprints {(or bubbles)... ki1l nothing but time." Also, any
underwater cave 1§ ?ntlnthlly dangerous to anyone other than a properly
equipped, knowledgeable and experienced cave diver observing proper safety
procedures. Making cave locations kmown to anyone other than a qualified
cave diver could result in an accident. By making the maps widely
available without location data, we avoid luring 111-prepared persons to
underwater caves. Should such persons obtain location data from another
source, hopefully the hazards shown on MN.5.5. maps will convince them not
to dive. If they foolishly dive amysay, &t Yeast they can use the maps to
plan and execute thelr dive more safely than 1f they did not have a map.
MOTE: Qualified cave divers may contact the Florida Cave Files, c/o the
M.5.5. Cave Diving Section Publications Committee for Tocation data.

The title block of the map also 1ists the persons and organizations
responsible for the map, an important clue to the accuracy of the map since
the best data is generally collected by the most experienced surveyors.
Since maps are continually being updated as more data is collected, the
date of the map is important is making sure that you have the latest and
most accurate versfon. The title block also states whether the floor
depths, ceiling heights and penetration distances given are in feet or
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meters. The "total distance surveyed”™ represents the surveyed 1inear
distance of all of the different tunnels in the cave after conversion to
the horizonTal plane shown by the map. In cave systems with more than one
entrance, the "traverse” distance - shortest swimming distance between the
designated cave entrances without going through a major restriction - is
generally listed. Finally, a bar scale 1s given to assist the user in
ascertaining distances to variocus parts of the cave.

BASIC CAVE MAP SYMBOLS

I

Outline of surface pool
% limit of daylight at optimum conditions

+s._, Explored byt unsurveyed passage
“===" 7 indicates uneaplored ares

one cave passage crossing over another
dashed lines show lower passage

S

—yp direction of normal water flow
{ox dome in cefling

s pit in floor

£ domepit connecting two levels
e;. boulders
/v Slope; lines splayed dewnhill

@ ceiling height at that point or maximum cefling height in
adjacent passage

i floor depth at that poaint or maximum depth in adjacent passage.

The above map symbols have been approved by the Cartography Working
Group of the Union Internationale de Speleclogie Cave Diving Commission
{the world cave diving organization) as well as the N.5.5. Cave Diving
Section. The following special symbols convey additional safety
information. Many of the yymbols convey informationm that may vary from
time o time as the cave progresses through its hydrologic cycle, and there
may be other hazardous areas in the cave that are not shown on the map.

SPECIAL CAVE MAP SYMBOLS

p.740 penetration (one-way swimming distance) to that point from
the nearest entrance.

® "major® restriction (area of cave too narrow for one diver
with double 72's to pass through without removing tanks).

10 UMDERMATER SPELEOLOGY, Volume 7 No. 1



r "minor" restriction (area of cave too marrow for two
average-sized divers with double 72's to buddy-breathe
through side-by-sidel.

% $11ty (area of cave where only careful, experienced cave
divers may go without totally ebscuring visibility by
stirring up siltd, NOTE: Almost any passage may be silted
out by improper swim technigues.

z zero visibility can be expected by even careful experienced
cave divers,

SOME SPECIAL SAFETY USES OF CAVE MARS

The following examples of a few of the many ways in which N.,5.5. maps
can be used in planning and executing safe cave dives refer to the map of
“Ilmaginary Spring Cave System”, page 8,

1. § = Can we make a cavern dive to the 1imit of dayiight in the spring
entrance?

A - No. Due to the necessity to retain a theorstical single-breath free
ascent capability, the N,.5.5. has established a 130 foot limit for linear
distance from the water surface. Since the map shows that daylight may
extend almost 200 feet from the 50-foot ceiling depth at the entrance, the
Tinear distance to that point 15 250 feet+.

2. 0 - Can we make a cavern dive in the sink?

A - Mo. M.5.5. does not recommend cavern diving through restrictions,
and the map shows a minmor restriction at the sink entrance.

3. § - We are lost in the “"Dead-End Tunnel®. Which way do we go to get
out?

A - West. The main passages in Fla. caves are fairly linear, so the use
of a map and compass is an extremely important navigational afid.

4, [ - We are Tost in the “Main Tunnel®. When we fan up some $11C from
the floor, we notice that it moves from left to right. Which way do we do
to get out of the spring?

A - Right. The map shows that flow in the "Main Tunnel® is toward the
spring.

5. 0 - We are lost in the "Main Tunnel™, and cannot detect any flow. KWe
start swimming in one direction and 9o up a slope to a boulder pile just
beyond which we sce a smaller tunnel angling back on our right. Are we
headed out of the spring?

A - Yes. There 15 no better aid to cave feature referencing than a
map, which in this case tells us that we are at the junction of the "First
Bypass™ and the "Main Tunnel™ near the “"Rock Pile® and heading to the

spring.
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6. 0O - We are diving from the spring to the sink. Are there side tunnels
that we should be aware of so that we do not accidentally stray to one and

become logt?

A - Tes. The map shows 8 side openings leading to 5 separate passages
{and there may be more that are not even shown on the mapl. Know their

location before diving.

7. 0 - A buddy has a total afr loss at the "Fool's Dowme®. Should we use
the "Main Tunnel™ or the "First Sypass” to get to the spring?

A = The "First Bypass”. Not only 1s 1t shorter and shallower (saving
air), but also the map shows a minor restriction in the "Main Tunnel" where
buddy-breathing would be very difficult,

B. 0 = Can we traverse from the spring to the sink through the "Main
Tunnel" without having to stop for decompression?

A - Only if an emergency return 1% not necessary. While other floor
depths may be 1isted also, 1t is customary to 11st the maximum depth found
along any tunnel. The maximum depth in the “Main Tunnel® is 90 feet, but
by staying near the 15-foot-high ceiling at that point we may remain above
80 feet. By applying the scale to the tunnel it can seéen that the
distance to be covered is about 1500 feet. Since cave divers usually swim
from 40 ft./min. to 65 ft./min., the trip should be made in 23 to 37 min.
if no delays occur. Using this data we can also calculate air

requiraments.

Among the many other safety uses of maps are avoidance of fatique, silt,
hazardous current, restrictions, marcosis and hypothermia.

LA A

BUMPER STICKER

CDS members will find an adhesive-backed bumper sticker in thefr
newsletter. “[ SUPPORT SAFE CAVE DIVING" s the message. The sticker
identifies the owner as a member of the CDS. Section members at the lith
C0S Workshop voted to send the stickers to all CDS membars.

® w8 @ W

EQUIPMENT SOURCES FOR CAVE DIVERS

Now cave divers, you do not have to make your own eguipment. Thers are
suppliers! The fnliuuiﬂg 11st should be useful to these of us who do not
have access to a complete machine shop.

12 UNDERWATER SPELEOLOGY, ¥olume 7 No. 1



CAVE DIVING EQUIPMENT

SUPPLIECRS - JANUARY 1980

Suppliar lt 4 Jl &5 67 |[SIF W00
f S=in stock
Primary Lights SCI5C | 5¢C C || cje(fscjc|c C=tuitom
Backup Lights § |55 c T=ordér
Wewholasala
Lina resls s | 5 |s¢c| [ =2 N~ Cisc|lcC |w
Bouyancy Compensators § |5 |5C [+ C
Knives s |8 [sc|T e
"
Dual Valve ]
]
Manifalds N R L E
DPV/'scootars 0 o E
Directional Markers s |9 H v
> 1
Tank Harmesses 5§ |58 |35 c c
Tanks s |5 |s g
Regulacors 5 3|5 :
o
Long hoses 5|5 |? :
[
Exposure suits SC |5C |sc | =
=
Gauges 'watches 5 3 |5 E
U'W slaces 5 |58 |5 |£ L
T
U/ tables s |s]s |=
T
Masks fims 5 LK u
=
Camara Housings 0 o |= c
Dealars Hanufacturars
1) Beranford Dlve Cantar 5) Rary Olekens 9) Ken-iive
Bon 022 7212 Eudling Or. 9E S8 5. Willedge dve.
Veantard, FL 32008 Jacksenwille. FL 22210 brhess. &3 JO80]
(904} 928-11sl [39s] 781-322% [sge) 349-2112
7) Ginsle Sarlags §) Sch Seadean 18] Sea Resenech Josse Dne.
it 1, Bos 19 2211 Sulberry Bled. 2. 0. Bax 583
Wigh Springs, FL 31841 Tatlahasses. FL 17300 Sartow, FL 33810
[908] a8k=2202 {904} JEH-4908 (813} S31-8300
3) Palk Cownty Skis Olving S¢hasl 7] Larry Holland 11) usEca
1870 19th Se. SE 2718 Charry Wead 1307 Rupirs Ri
Winter Wawan, FL 311882 Jachsenwlile. FL 22210 Deenter. G4 3001}
(W13) 299-7487 [508) JOR-537& [a@&) IRhe=1%37
&) Tam Coni B) Isterplasstary Oleiag [szerprisen

ITh webate= Sc.
Wanchestar, B8 03104
[403) ad@-B873
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The folowing 1tems may be purchased from: CDS Publications Chairman,
Sheck Exley, 10259 Crystal Springs Rd., Jacksonwille, FL 32601.

BASIC CAVE DIVING - A BLUEPRINT FOR SURVIVAL (second edition) by Sheck
Exley. 46 pages of the fundamentals of Florida-style cave diving,
including accident analysis, safety equipment and procedures, silt
techniques, emergency procedures, accident management, how to obtain
imstruction, etc. Specially designed to convey the importance of observing
cave diving safety procedures as well as revealing the latest in cave
diving safety techmology. A sust for any prospective cave or cavern diver,
useful for the experts as well. ONLY 52.95 POSTPAID (52.50 to NS5
members). $1.75 PER COPY POSTPAID IN QUANTITIES OF TEM OR MORE.

CAVE DIYING SAFETY Brochure - The officifal N55 Cave Diving Sectfon’s
recommendations “in a nutshell® for safe cave diving in Florida. [Includes
conservation, history and information on how to join the section. FREE AS
A PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE WSS CAVE DIVING SECTION,

USING CAVE MAPS FOR SAFETY Brochure - An explanation of some of the
information found on underwater cave maps. It fllustrates a few of the
many uses of this information in planning and executing safe cave dives.
ONLY 25 CENTS POSTPAID OR FREE WHEN YOU PURCHASE A BLUEPRINT MAP LISTED
BELOW.

CAVE DIYING - NSS Caver's Information Serfes Mo. 27 by Rick Rigg. 5 pages
of the fundamental considerations of advanced cave diving in non-Florida
argas and cave sumps. ONLY 50 CENTS POSTPAID.

NS5 CAVE DIVING SAFETY MAPS 18" x 24" blueprint detailed maps of well-kngwn
underwater caves in Florida showing safety information useful in planning
and executing safe cave dives. ALL MAPS ARE MAILED FOLDED.

ALACHUA SIMX CAVE, Alachua Co., Fla. $1.00 POSTPALD
LITTLE RIVER SPRING CAVE, Suwannee Co., Fla. $1.00 POSTPAID
PEACOCK SPRINGS CAVE SYSTEM, Suwannee Co., Fla. $3.00 POSTPALD
GREEM SIMK CAVE 5YSTEM, Lafayette Co., Fla. $1.00 POSTPAID
BLUE SPRINGS CAVE SYSTEM, Madison Co., Fla. $3.00 POSTPALD
ROCK BLUFF SPRING CAVE SYSTEM, Gilchrist Co., Fla. $3.00 POSTPAID
VORTEX SPRING CAVE , Holmes Co., Fla. $3.00 POSTPALD

OFFICIAL NS5 CAVE DIVING SECTION T-SHIRTS

(1) Cave Diver - CD5-H55 insignia & pocket on front, silk-screen of
cave diver on back. ONLY $6.00 POSTPAID. Availadle inm:

dark blue =--- small medim large
Tight blue --- small medium large
dark brown =-- smgl] medium large

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO "NSS CAVE DIVING SECTION®.
ALLOW 1 MONTH FOR DELIVERY.
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LET*S GET DRy

THE CAVE DIVING SECTION is soins "drw” caving

the weekend of Julw 1%
under Lhe carable suidance of

FORREST WILSON & MIKE SANDERS.
Come enJow Fern Cave in PaintL Rocks Alabama.
Bath horizontal & vertical cave is aoffered
(varLical Lraining available?.
Eauiprment needed!
Oldr loose clolhes (2 sets nobl bad idea?
Coveralls are OK
Hunting—-Hikind Boobls ( Lennis shoes not advisable?}
2 flashlishis with new batteries ( Tekna-twepe sood)
Hir bam or like te carry Lhem

Helmet & Lishix
X £ % £ ¥ %R E E E R E E E B K

HMEETING FPLACE *
LIBERTY RESTAURANT IN SCOTTSEOROr AL
at, B8:30 am CDST (see mar, Fade 147
Camerina Possibilities -
Jellustone FPark in Guniersville
Seauoah Caverns (see mar }.
For more information call FORREST at
C404)292-34613 on LRiF®

elc-
The section assumes no liabilitus responsibility?

® To rent helmets call Forrest.
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RESTAURANT TNI']R‘TH
FHERE

SCOTTSEORD AL 35 T
\ FT. FAYNE
N\

1st TRAFFIC

LIGHT

HuWY 279

COLD HWY 723
OR +++ COMING FROM FT. PAYNE/ROME 0ON AL 35
TAKE RIGHT AT FIRST TRAFFIC LIGHT IN
SCOTTSEORO:, WHICH IS HWY. 279 (0OLD 72)
ITRAVEL 2 - 3 BLOCKSes THEN LIEBERTY RESTAURANT
WILL BE OM LEFTs LIBERTY HMOTEL ON RIGHT.
OFENS AT 4:30 AMe CDST

FHMONE & AT LIBERTY! (205)1574-345%

£k
HHHIII"H
=)
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Members of the Florida N353 5R4R
{Search, Rescue and Aecovery! Team
{part of Tom Cook's diving arm of the
MCRC) recently received the coveted
“Distinguished Service Award” of the
Florida Sheriff's Association,
personally endorsed by Madison County
Sheriff Joe Peavy. The M35 divers
have been responsible for a1l of the
recoveries in that county since the
early 1960's, as well as virtually all
of the cave recoveries in the entire
state in recent years. This voluntary
public service of the Section has
probably saved countiess lives of
unqualified would-be recovery divers
as #ell as helping to keep the caves
and springs open to all of us.
D| - Sheriff Robert Leonard of Suwannee

VE L.D' County, where most of the fatalities
occur, observed in the Independent
Post “We'd be absolutely helpless
without them. ®

While the appreciation shown by the Sheriff's Association is great, the
real reward for the NS5 SRER Team is the 81% reduction in the annual number
of cave diving fatalities fn Florida since the all-time high in 1374,
ac:nr:tME to figures just released by the Accident Research Cosmittee of
the M5S CDS. Our efforts toward safety education of cave divers in
Florida, which began in 1974, nave probably been the major factor in this
reduction, especially since the number of divers visiting Florida caves has
probably increased.

Meanwhile the NS5 5RER Team awafits with some trepidation responseé to a
recent article in Skin Diver on cave diving. The article itself aentions
the grounds for the fear - that similar SD articles fn 1969 and 1974 may
have contributed to increased numbers of fatalities shortly thereafter.
While the article does give the Huntsville NS5 address and mentions the HSS
Cavern and Cave Diving Training Programs, 1t is disappointing to note that
the article failed to mention most of the primary life-saving sourcaes of
information, such as the free NS5 Cave Diving Safety Brochure, the NS5 Cave
Oiving 5afety Workshops and excellent up-to-date safety publications like
Basic Cave Divimg. 2111 Barada has helped the sport diving community. Let
us hope that this article does likewise.

In case you missed it, Sport Diver, 50's main competitor, published a
very good article that DID manage to give considerably more safety
information, in 1978. Reader response t0 that article was hardly negative
- 1979 had the least mumber of cave diving fatalities of any of the past 15
years! Perhaps the difference was that Sport Diver asked an actual cave
diver (Sheck Exley] to write the article instead of someone not personally
acquainted with the north Florida cave diving scene (the sftuation with all
three of 3i11 Barada's 5D articles).

Speaking of getting the word out on cave diving safaty, Underwater
Reporter (magazine of the Underwater Society of Americal and FSDA Bulletin
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imagazine of tne Fla. Skin Diver's Assoc.) continue to do their part by
advertising W55 publications, workshops and cave diving courses. As a
matter-of-fact, FSDA Bulletin published our original M55 Cave [iving Safety
Brochure in 1ts entirety! And Jet's not forget Ned DELOACH, who has always
permitted the N55 CDS to put a cave diving safety article {n his Diving
Guide to Underwater Florida.

If you missed the 12th NSS Cave Diving Safety Workshop in Branford, FL
on Dec. 29-30, you may not be aware that the N55 CDS has new officers for
1980: Chairman, Indfa YOUNG of Georgfia; Vice Chairman, Greg MCCARTY of
Iowa:; Secretary, Bi11 FEMRING of Florida; Treasurer, Stephen MAZGERLEIN of
Indiana; and Training Chafrman, Forrest WILSON of Georgia. Bill and
Forrest are repeaters, and Stephen is managing our funds for a record Gth
year in a row!

After four years of service on our Executive Committee as chairman and
vica-chairman, Tom COOK has finally stepped down. The cave diving
community owes Tom a tremendous vote of thanks for his many comtributions:
E1 Cheapo Book of Home Brew Cave Diving Equipment and many articles in
Underwater Speleclogy and NS5 Cave Diving Manual, NCRC national diving
officer, chafrman and speaker at many cave diving safety workshops under
the W55 and the NCRC, designer of "cave pacs" and many other {tems of cave
diving safety equipment, explorer and surveyor of underwater caves in VT,
WH, NY, WY, MI and FL, etc. It's hard to understand why the N535 has yet to
make him a Fellow of the Society.

Lfter the most vigorous year of growth yet for the W55 CDS, 1979
chairman John ZUMRICK has also stepped down. John says, however, that he
will continue to contribute by working on various committees. As a
matter-of-fact, John 1s currently working on an N35 Cavern Diving Manual
for use as a text in the popular NS5 Cavern Diving Course.

During the December (DS workshop, Stephen MAEGERLEIN, Clarence “Bud”
DILLON, Paul SMITH and Sheck Exley hit the Devils Eye Cave System (FL] so
Stephen could get some pictures with his camera. 3Sheck also experimented
with a British-style side-mounted single tank on the 12/29 dive, but found
it very cumbersome.

Bret IEPPF dived Peppersauce Canyon (AZ) on 4/14, reporting unlimited
visibility and 24 Toof depth in routé through the first 80-foot-long sump.
Water temperature is 60 degrees F.

Bob GOODMAN, Bi11 MAIN, John ZUMRICK, Mary Ellen ECKHOFF, Paul DELOACH
and Sheck EXLEY have been working a new sink and cave near Tallahassee
which, 11ke nearby Little Dismal Sink Cave (FL), stays clear all the time.
Sullivan Sink (FLT ha§ Upstream and downstream leads which are still
"going . and apparently extend beyond the current abilities of cave diving
exploration.

Carl COWART and Parney BURDISS have been working a promising sump in
Clyde Cochrane Sinks (WV),

Paul MENG led a team that recoversd the body of a diver that drowned in
the Crange Grove Sink entrance to the Peacock Springs Cave System (FL) on
12/9. Seems the victim was not onTy rain n cive diving, but
actually in the process of doing his open water checkout dive for his basic
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scuba diving course!l

The City of Bowifng Green, KY needed the assistance of cave divers this
spring. Bud DILLON and Stephen MAEGERLEIN mapped severa] hundred feet of
undersater passage in the Rise of Lost River. The city planners want to
cut a trench, for 3 new J Yoot dlameter sewer pipe, through the hill above
the spring. The divers discovered that the cave passage separates into
three or more passages that then rejoin upstresm. Water visibility was
poor during both diving trips 5/31 and 6/1. The main passage 15 7 feet
high and 20 to 30 feet wide with 4 maximum depth of 40 feet at the survey
termination., There will be about 10 feet of limestone between the floor of
the trench and the ceiling of the cave,

While “biggest" isn't necessarfly "bestest", with 130 active, paid
members in 1979, the M5S Cave Diving Section is the largest cave diving
organization in the Western Hemisphere and rapidly gaining on the largest
cave diving organization in the world, the British Cave Diving Group (143
members in April, 1979).

- = ® § ¥ 8
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