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Gary Stamm of Boca Raton, Floridadiving atZodiac Cave on Sweeting Cay, Grand Bahama Island. Photo by David Winfree. 
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British~style cave diver at entrance to Timavo. Photo by Tom Gil
leland. 

the duration of the workshop. Each day finished with group presenta
tions of slides, videos, and films. 

Our first cave dive was into the spring resurgence "Risorgiva ramo 
terzo Timavo.· The spring basin is about thirty feet across and quickly 
drains into a local river. An interesting feature of the basin is that it is 
literally filled with unexploded munitions. Supposedly, just at the end 
of the German occupation, the Germans dumped their ammunition here 
so that the advancing forces would not be able to use it. Imagine tying 
your reel off onto a projection, only to find out that it might explode-
good thing we use second tie-offs inside the cave! The water tempera
ture at Timavo was a cool 55-60 degrees, with a visibility of about 30-40 
feet. The Italians install permanant lines in their systems just as we do, 

This sketch from a British article demonstrates the British approach to 
cave-diving equipment configuration, 

"CLOSED WATER" DIVER 

View of Ft di Goriuda. Photo by Tom Gilleland. 

but they do not use gaps at junctions-everything is just I'd. Another 
curious technique the Italians used was to clip a short cord (3 ft)and 
carabiner to the permanant line. I suppose that this method might be 
useful in extremely low visibility, but I viewed it as quite awkward. 

Our second attempted cave dive was to one of the Italian classic 
systems "Gorgazzo· But, alas, the Italian Alps are sometimes brethren 
to the Florida springs, in that they also flood. The spring was up six 
feet, and visibility was down from 100 to 1 ft., so that you weren't even 
able to see the 20-ft- deep statue of Jesus Christ. Gargazzo is essen
tially a shaft that goes straight down at a 45-degree angle to an explored 
depth of 90 meters. The Italians have been actively pushing this sys
tem until just two months ago, when one of their leading cave divers 
had a fatal accident. The information I received was somewhat sketchy, 
although I believe that the unfortunate diver was diving alone (a much
practiced technique in Europe) to the gO-meter level, and it is thought 
he fell victim to deep-water blackout. I also understood that the Italians 
had problems in obtaining cave divers far the body recovery. 

The third day of cave diving brought us to the northern mountain "Mt. 
Canin," just at the border of Austria and Jugaslavia. The system we ex
plored was named "Fountain di Goriuda: Just to get to the entrance 
of the cave entailed a 45- minute hike up a steep hillside--once with 
your tank (steel 100) and once again with your gear. To get to the dive 
site you begin your journey along a walking stream passageway, until 
you get to a lake you must swim. The "dry" cave continues as a few 
sporting waterfall climbs and then you arrive at the first sump. Visibility 
through the 300-It. sump is right around 40 teet, but the temperature of 
the water is a chilly 45 degrees. To get to the second sump you must 

Italian cave diver in Ft di Gariuda. Photo by Tom Gilleland. 
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make a short climb down to the water's edge. The second sump drops 
to a depth of about 45 feet and quickly pops up into a large air-filled 
chamber. To continue on from this point you must make a ladder climb 
to get up to the next, only partially explored sump, Sump 3. UnfortunateC 

Iy, my diving partner was wearing only a wetsuit and we were forced to 
turn back. 

The main goal for an international workshop like this is the exchange 
and dissemination of cave-diving information and techniques. Our 
European counterparts use very different styles, eqUipment, and 
philosophies in their cave-diving pursuits. For example, the British have 
very advanced side-mount rigs, always breathing off two independant 
air systems, along with mounting gauges, slates and safety reel on their 
forearms. This type of system could prove quite useful in the develop
ment of our sump- diving techniques and philosophies. The Czechs 
had customized their back-mounted tanks by building steel arches over 
the valves to protect them from impact on the ceiling. I also had the op
portunity to use lighting systems of both the Romanians and the 
Australians. So the Romanians, being a Soviet Block nation, have ter
rible lights; they are still very nice people. The Ausies have very bright 
bulbs mounted on their helmets, leaving the hands free for pull-and
glide techniques. The crux here is that we can learn from each other 
and maybe we can modifY and expand our equipment and techniques. 
Therefore, I will include at the end of this article some names and ad
dresses of people you can contact for further information. The British 
and Austrailian cave-diving manuals are highly recommended, and if 
you read French, the Belgians reportedly have a fine manual. Also, for 
those of you that are interested in cave diving abroad, I have included 
the addresses of some of the divers I met at the conference. I don't 
know if they will all personally put you up at their houses, but they did 
give me their addresses .... 

Claudio Viello 
V. Valsesio 26/F 

Casali, Luigi 
ViaPiioni 30 
22053 Lecco (Como), Italy 

Postogna, Luciano 
Via M.Praga 9/1 
34146 Trieste, Italy 

28100 Novara, Italy Serban Sarbu 

Renato Papini 
Via Mercadante 2/E 
50166 Firenze, Italy 

C.N.S.A.S.S. c/o 
Rosseti Carlo 

Alessio Fabbricatore 
Club Alpino Italiano 
"Gruppo Bertarelli" 

Via Rosseti 17 
34125 Trieste, Italy 

Via Rossini 13 - Gorizia 
Italy 

Richard Bernstein 

Bacsu Denes 
1143 Budapest 
Francia, U. 6., 
Hungary 

Rembrandt str. 618 1020 Wien 
Vienna, Austria 

Speleoclub "Studenets" 
Kasta 2 Laterers Str 63 
5800 Pleven, Bulgaria 

COM 
P.O. Bx 2161 T 
G.P.O Melbourne 3001 
Australia 

Phillip Lyng 
34 Rona SI. 
Regent Vic. 3073 
Australia 

LIGHT SADDLE - by John Kibler 

C.P. 2 - 81 
Bulcharest, Romania 

Jullian Griffiths 
73 Pannal Ash Drive 
Harrogate North Yorkshire 
England 
phone H(0)423503102 
W(0)423 500011 

Jean Piere Thiry 
Avenue De L' Arme 102 
1040 Bruxelles, Belgium 
phone 021734.45.80 

Alessandro E. Walter Turis 
V. Tominz 18 
34170 Gorizia, ltalia 

Marc Van Espen 
Avenue Lambeau 107 
1040 Bruxelles, Belgium 
phone 021734.45.80 

You have just entered the Devil's Ear and are proceeding toward the 
"Lips" when all at once you are approached by a "thing" which 
resembles oncoming car headlights. At first you might think it's Wes 
with his Poseidon light helmet, but as it passes you find that it is a Tekna 
scooter sporting what I call the "light saddle.-

The "light saddle" resembles a Hypertec camera saddle, but instead 
has different-size PVC pipe attached to its sides. This saddle, which 
attaches to the top of the scooter, can accommodate an assortment of 
lights. 

Those of us using Tekna scooters for cave penetration can relate to 
some of the "nuisance" problems associated with carrying lights on a 
scooter. Most of use have learned how to maneuver our T ekna scooters 
with one hand while holding our light with the other hand. Another 
method of light handling is to attach lights to the side of the scooter with 

surgical tubing or innertube material. I have used both methods in the 
past, but have felt that these methods could be improved upon, for ef
ficiency. 

For example, primary light failure almost always dictates that we stop 
the scooter, regardless of conditions, and solve the problem. Since we 
may be in a low tunnel configuration this can, of course, cause several 
problems. After primary-light failure on a scooter we could, depending 
on position, be outdistanced by out team members and left behind for 
a period of time before our light problem is solved. I developed the "light 
saddle" to eliminate these problems. Althe present time, using the "light 
saddle: I can use two 4"-diameter lights such as the Mini Aqua Sun, 
UK 600, or UK 600 R, on the side of the scooter. I prefer to run one 
Mini Aqua Sun on one side with a UK 600 R on the other side of the 
scooter. Attached to each of the 4" PVC pipes I have attached a 1-1/4-
slotted piece of PVC to hold any standard 1-1/4-t0-1-1/2 projector head 
or reflector unit such as the 12-Volt Dive Rite handle. These slotted 
pieces will also hold the UK aXL series of lights such as UK aXL 4 or 
4R. 

The PVC holders listed above now give me the capability of chang
ing my light configuration depending on tunnel formation and conditions, 
while I am moving. I can switch my Mini Aqua Sun from one side to the 
other without stopping. I can also switch my projector head from one 
side olthe scooterto the other whenever conditions call for such switch
ing (close line following). When light failure occurs I can instantly turn 
on a back-up light without stopping. 

The "light saddle~ has made scooter light handling much easier and 
more efficient. The saddle weighs approximately 3lbs. out of water so 
weight in the water is almost negligible. Diver profile is not affected and 
there is very little resistance noted while running. I have found that my 
speed is not influenced to any great degree while running with other 
scooters. I only use one light at a time when using the saddle, but I 
have the capability of running up to four different lights at the same time, 
while still maintaining two-handed scooter controll 

What next! you ask. How about a set of scooter fins with taillights, 
a scooter trailer for hauling stage bottles, or maybe scooter roller bars 
for low-ceiling configuration. 

CAVE DIVE PLANNING· SEABAG • by Jeffrey 
Bozanlc (adapted by information developed by Jim 
Hicks) 

SEA BAG is an acronym which serves as a mnemonic for the ele
ments of a pre-dive briefing. It is meant to be utilized after the site con
ditions have been evaluated, and the decision to dive, made. 

The SEA portion is to be completed QtiQ[ to suiting up by the divers. 

S - Signals: review of all types of communications used in cave diving: 
1) Hand signals 
2) Light signals 

. 3) Touch--rontact signals -
4) Slate 

Remember, ~ can call the dive at SillY time. 

E - Emergency Procedures: a review of all of the emergency elements 
of the dive plan. Review to include: 

1) Location of nearest phone/radio with emergency contact info. 
2) Location of emergency transport, first-aid kit, oxygen. 
3) Location of nearest chamberlhospitalldoctor. 
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4) Chain of commando-whom to notify if ... 
5) Accident management procedures/plan. 
6) Emergency procedures for: 

a) out of air , 
b) lost buddy (on line, off line) 
c) tangled in line 
d) suspected air embolism/DCS 
e) light failures 
f) stuck 
g) other 

A - Activities: a plan for the anticipated activities of the dive. To in
clude who leads dive, order of team members on line, and any special 
signals used for activities. The following turning values should be set: 

A - Minimum air pressure 
D - Maximum duration 
D - Maximum depth 
D - Maximum distance (penetration) 

The BAG portion of SEABAG is to be completed after the divers are 
completely geared up and in the water. 

B - Buoyancy: a complete check of the diver's buoyancy systems. To 
include: 

1} All LP hoses attached and operational 
2) All C02 cartridges plugged 
3) BC's holding air 
4) Weights attached 
5) Drop weights in position 
6) Neutrally buoyant 
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7) Neutral trim 
8) All team members know how to operate other team members' 

equipment 

A - Air: check of the air system. To include: 
1} Both manifold valves turned completely on 
2) Both regulators checked (by breathing) and operational 
3} Air pressure adequate for dive 
4) Thirds determined, and slate set up 

G • Gear: a comprehensive check of all team members' primary diving 
gear~location, accessibility, and possession of all equipment to be 
checked and discussed. 

1) Matching exercise 
a} Mask (straps taped) " 
b) Regulators (both operational), regulator with 5' hose identified 
c) Depth gauge (max. depth set to 0') 
d) Watch 
e) Compass 
f) Slate and pencil 
g) Une markers (one for emergencies) 
h) Primary reel 
i) Backup lights (all operational) 
j) Knife (2 preferred) 
k) Tables (and decompression computer if used) 
I) Fins (straps taped) 

2) Bubble check--illlY. bubbles cause to call the dive 
3} Call out time, write it on slate 
4) S-Drill, and 00 

SHELL SHOCK HOLE 
CAVE AND CAVERN SYSTEM 
Seminole County, Florida 

Cartography and Survey 
by Jack Evans, NSS-CDS C", -
February 1985 
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SHELL SHOCK HOLE: AN EXPERIMENT IN 
CONTEMPLATION - by Jack Evans 

The river looked black, swift, and uninviting as we paddled upstream 
for some 45 minutes: -There ~re 15-foot gators down there," Roger 
Werner remarked. Stili, we conbnued on. °Are you sure there is a cave 
down there?" Roger asked. I reassured him that there was. Finally we 
reached an island in the middle of the Wekiva River where we would 
secure o.ur can~. Canoe tied down, we donned our equipment, 
~ropped Into the river, and began swimming upstream, away from the 
Island. 

"Okay, Ja?k. Where is this cave of yours at?" Roger asked once 
more. I told him to stay on the surface while I tied a descent line to the 
cave's entrance. I slipped into the darkness below--"Probably forever," 
Roger must have thought as I disappeared. 

12 feet i~to ~e.dar~ness, war":!, dear blue water engulfed me. A 
turtle la~ qUietly In Its winter sleep In the fine sand bottom sloping into 
the gaping mouth of the cave. I tied a line onto a log in front of the 
entrance and then swam back up to the surface. "Well, Jack, did you 
find the cave?" Roger questioned me once more. "Yes, Roger, I real
ly found the cave I" I replied. 

°Are you ready?" I asked. Roger nodded. We discussed our dive 
plan and then dropped below the surface of the river. I reeled while my 
partner followed the line down in front of me. Atthe tie-off point, Roger's 
eyes had taken on the appearance of pure amazement. We completed 
our valve and equipment check, slated our gauge pressures, noted our 
turns, and gave each other the OK sign. This time Roger would take 
the lead and reel. 

We headed throu~h the mouth and into the first room of this system. 
The room became Immense-that is, comparing it to your average 
bathroom. The floor was covered with millions of tiny sea shell. To the 
right and sloping downward was another room. Roger mad his second 
wrap, and we swam downhill to the right. What was a smaller room 
now became a passageway. Suddenly, a white turbulent doud of min
iature sea shells began pelting our face masks: Roger darted into the 
center of the white turbulence, and then dropped down a vertical chim
~ey and out of sight. ~y primary went out. and there I was, suspended 
In total blackness, Without my buddy, being lasted by hundreds of 
thousands of shells ..... A·EIGGHI Shell Shock Holell I reached for a 
second light, twisted its beam into life, and positioned myself slightly 
back towards the main tunnel and out of the maelstrom. I watched for 
signs of life in the guideline. 

. 15.minutes later a brilliant beam of light turned night into day! The 
~Uld~hne bounced up and down. Finally Roger swam into view, look
Ing hke he had been dragged through a Bavarian mud bathl We gave 
each other the OK Signal and began our exit. The turtle still lay asleep 
by the entrance as we untied our first wrap. We slowly ascended 
through the colder black water above. We surfaced: "Well, Roger, are 
you sure there is a cave down there?" We both laughed. Roger's final 
comment: "Interesting!" For more detail you'll have to see Roger! 

RESPONSE TO SURVEY ON WARNING SIGNS 

[The following is a response by Woody Jasper, one of the leading 
NSS-CDS underwater cave explorers and equipment innovators to a 
questionnaire by Harry Averill (special consultant to PAD I and NSS
CDS Cavern Diving Instructor) concerning the content of proposed new 
warning signs that would be a joint product of PADI NACO and NSS-
CDS.) , , 

Dear Harry, 
I am tremendously appreciative of your interest is this area. 
A~er my ~th body recovery last year, I spent 3-4 months working on 

wor~l.ng a sl~n. I felt that the sign's only function is to impact the 
deCISion-making process of the potential victim. We must assist the 
good-judgment side of the argument against peer pressure macho-ism 
and stupidity. ' , 
. Fear of de~t~ is not a very strong feeling compared to many life situa
tlons--our SUICide rate proves it. 

. Death is too remote~-too unlik:ly a feeling to stop many people; some 
will respond to the thrill of cheating death again. 

"Rules are made to be broken," °Nobody's going to tell me what to 
do," "I'm as [smart, strong, fast, lucky, well equipped) as the slow-talk-

ing .southern boys who think I can't do what they do." These are real 
serious problems that occur when we start making rules. Almost 
everybody hates signs with rules on them. 

I watched a young man in shorts, tee shirt, and flip-flop shoes at
tempted to maintain an 80 mileslhour average speed on an 1100cc 
turbo-charged motorcycle at 8:00 am in rush-hour traffic on 1-4 through 
downtown Orlando and concluded that you can't save everybody. If 
this caution-to-the-wind guy finds a cave and scuba gear, we all have 
a problem. 

Here is the wording I developed and some of the rationale. No rules
-no instruction--no challenges like "Go No Further ° but like Joe Friday 
said, "Just the facts, ma'am.' ' 

·We weren't really cave diving" [the #1 comment by survivors of cave
diving tragedies]. 

- Most who dies in underwater caves have become hopelessly lost, 
usually due to sudden total loss of visibility. 

- Some have failed to save enough air for exit emergencies. 
- A few have been unprepared for light or regulator failures, 
- Cave training is both economical and enjoyable. 
These really are "the facts" of cave drownings in Florida. 
Most become hopelessly lost they know it, too. The damage they 

do to thems:l~es and the cave ~s they boUnce off the walls and ceiling 
an~ floor ~alIinQ to run o~t of ~Ir convinces me that their pre-death ex
perl:n.ce IS h.ombl:, panic stricken, electrifying-with thoughts of their 
stupidity, ~elr family, their lost life: one of my corpses had found the 
body of hiS buddy whom he had talked into the dive before he died 
This is the mental image I would like to reach and touch someone with: 
The fear of experiencing this is much stronger than the fear of death to 
many. 

Sudden total loss of visibilitv. No one conceives of inky blackness 
when you say ·silt." Open-water divers are used to sand or rock bot
tom~ an.d ca~'t imo:,g.ine su~den total visual shutdown. Being ·Iost off 
the lin: In a Silt out IS the biggest fear of the leading cave divers. 

Failed to save enough air for exit ameroencies. An inexperienced 
diver with a bad breathing rate does not have enough air for an emer
gency when he has 3000psi in a single SO. 

They hear abo~t the 213 air rules and on their second dive of the day 
start With 1800PSI, plan to turn at 1200 and are probably using a rental 
gauge that reads 350 when the tank is empty. One of the reasons 
trained cavers have such an enviable record is that we start with so 
damned much air that we have the ~ to work out problems. 

Unprepared for light or regulator failures, If we can get a reasonable 
person to ask himself, ·What would I do if-" we may have succeeded . 
Training is economical and enjQyable. Now that we have outlined the 
problem, let's outline the solution, 

Shit hapoons. Obviously this need rewording but it is the most con
cise, appropriate thought to condude with. It mentally means--shit hap
pens to me! 

This sign or something like it would be appropriate above water or 
below_ We should have these in every dive shop in Florida as least. 
Also at the popul~r dive sites in the parking area. Below-water signs 
are more expenSive, are prone to a surprising level of vandalism and 
floods and corrosion and placement problems. ' 

One triple drowning in Royal Springs would probably have not oc
curred had the sign not clearly marked the cave entrance. I had relo
cated this sign to a position down the passage only to find later that it 
had been moved back to clear view from the entire sinkhole. 

A sign I would like to have in Royal is at the first tee. It might read: 
"Before you turn this corner and risk adding your name to the list of 

those who have died here so needlessly, look back at the amount of silt 
you have already stirred up." 

Harry, I got more long-winded than I intended, but I am willing and 
eager .to do anything I can to save some mother's son from getting his 
name 10 the newspaper. Body recoveries are a real bummer, too. 

I am a speaker at the Jan. 2 NSS-CDS Workshop and would be glad 
to use some of that time to assist you. If you can attend we can dis-
cuss all this over a beer. ' 

_ Thanks for your interest and your approach--Woody Jasper. 

[The following letter is a response to Harry Averill's sign questionnaire 
by Joe Prosser, past NSS-CDS Treasur'e~ and acting Training Chair
man.] 

Dear Harry, 
. Enclosed, per your req';lest, is the completed questionnaire regard
Ing the potential warning sign for cave and cavern locations. I am con-
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fident that if you were to send out 1000 requests for opinions to cave 
divers, you are apt to get 1000 different opinions back. Since you asked 
for my opinion, you are going to get it. However, please keep in mind 
that mine is not necessarily the official opinion of the NSS. Mark 
Leonard, in his capacity as Safety Coordinator, is the official repre
sentative of the SeCtion, and his opinion will be the Section's official 
view. 

When reviewing a project, like the Warning Sign, one needs a feel 
for the ultimate disposition of the project. Your questionnaire did not 
provide any hints of this phase of planning so my opinion can change 
subject to your final plans. I bet you can also imagine that in the last 
few weeks I have received numerous phone calls regarding this sign 
project and some of the "official"-sounding rumors go all over the board 
from the sublime to the outrageous I 

When your package first arrived I was somewhat shocked to see the 
Grim Reaper staring at me. You did mention that although this "car
toon" was not intended to indulge in a bit of black humor, you felt that 
it could best portray the message we are trying to get across to the 
open-water diver. Several years ago I had the safety-sign project for 
the Section. At that time, we conducted an informal survey of the State 
of Florida Park Rangers, private parks, local chiefs of police, a few 
managers of intemational underwater parks and several managers of 
U.S. National Parks where underwater caves are located. The feed 
back received at that time indicated that all managers wanted the signs 
to be simple in design and direct in the message. The sign design you 
proposed does not, in my opinion, meet any of the criteria these folks 
f~lt was necessary. This does not in itself make you idea a bad one, 
so don't misunderstand me. 

I do feel that your sign is very elaborate, both in a the beautiful sketch 
and the written message. This combination may lessen the effect the 
sign has on the diving public. Instead of a detriment to diving in the 
location, it may encourage dives to the sign (to take a picture to show 
my friends). It may also encourage otherwise nice folks to steal the sign 
just to hang it in a bedroom at home. I also have this hunch that one 
day, some poor dumb SOB is going to be found dead at the sign, with 
half of the message transcribed on his slate. I also do not know what 
plans are proposed regarding the installation of the Signs (assuming 
that the signs are intended for underwater use and, if they are, then 
recall also that installation is an extremely serious matter best left to 
trained cave divers only). 

Of course, the use of the Grim Reaper may make some sense if it 
is part of an overall public relations bit to educate people about the dif
ferences between cavern and cave diving. The most likely result, ofa 
survey, you are apt to find is that few open- water divers can tell the dif
ference. The Grim Reaper is likely to reinforce the attitude often heard 
expressebyby instructors: that is, "don't go into caves, you will diel" 
This type of a message doesn't address the problem, it bypasses the 
question and leaves the student as ignorant as ever. Naturally, no un
derwater warning sign alone can be expected to educatG the ignorant 
diver. 

Perhaps an alternative to your excellent initial idea, or at least to the 
wording used, might be to do away with the basic rules of cave diving 
(if you are ignorant of the implications then it is difficult to find a reason 
to obey same, especially when you are underwater and excited about 
exploring further). You may wish to consider something along the fol
lowing lines: 

STOP 
GO NO FURTHER 

(Unless Trained In Cave Diving) 
EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS 

PREVENT YOUR DEATH 

NSS Cave Diving Section 
P.O. Box 950 
Branford, FL 32008-0950 

This wording could be combined with the international symbol for 
"Do Not Enter," andlor ·Stop," to add additional emphasis to the mes
sage. A good, SOlid, and frequent follow-up could be the best chance 
to get the word out to instructors and through them to open-water divers 
everywhere. PAD I is the best vehicle available to see this project 
through. We in the cave-diving community are able to influence per
haps only a few hundred instructors each year. PADI has the proven 
ability to reach several thousand instructors nearly every month. You 
may even wish to add the following to your sign: 

NO LEVEL OF OPEN-WATER TRAINING IS ALLOWED AT THIS 
LOCATION. 

Well, I'm sure that I've worn you and my printer outforthe time being, 
so have a good day. 

Sincerely, Joe Prosser. 

(The following is a copy of a letter sUbmitted to UWS from Peter S. Burch 
to Steve Gerrard (NACO Pres.) concerning the NACO safety brochure.] 

Dear Steve: 
SUPERI EXCELLENT! All describes in my opinion the most help

ful brochure to be developed in pursuit of encouraging safety in cave
diving history. 

I am referring to the NACO "Please Stop, Read This If .. ." brochure. 
As certified basic cave divers, my dive partner and I try to do our part 
in informing open-water divers of the dangers of cave diving without 
proper training. Any responsible certified cave diver who has tried to 
live up to this responsibility knows the frUstration it involves. 

However, all is not lost! I put your brochure to the test this past 
Thanksgiving holiday and found results worthy of passing on. While at 
Ginnie Springs (Oevil's Ear) diving, my partner and I observed two open
water divers with lights (even with all the signs in that area stating no 
lights allowed without proper training) and after approaching them, en
countered the usual resistance to logic (not to mention the rules of Gin
nie). Remembering I had picked up about four of your brochures at 
Springs Systems, I got one and presented it to them. The results were 
most interesting. Not only did they postpone their dive as they both sat 
down (in full gear ready to dive) and read. but after they had both 
scanned it, they both retumed their lights to their truck. Nothing more 
had to be said. 

On our long sit interval (and lunch) still at Ginnie (Devil's Ear) in the 
late aftemoon, we encountered a second group of four. This time we 
decided to cut that chat other than a friendly approach, to see how your 
brochure would stand on its own. The same results occurred. It really 
got their attention and they modified their dive plans to exclude the lights 
and further, in this case, exclude a homemade open-board reel that had 
about 100' of line on it. 

We all know the eventual results if we don't take the responsibility 
to at least try to communicate the dangers facing untrained divers. Your 
brochure has been demonstrated to us to have a very profound impact 
in assisting to achieve this communication. After all, one picture (or in 
this case, two) is worth a thousand words. 

I looked for some more of the brochures at Ginnie, Branford, and 
bac}( at Spring Systems (who had run out) as several will become stand
ard·stock with my cave-diving gear for situations as they appear, only 
to find the brochure had only been at Springs Systems. 

I relay this experience for you to ponder if it would be a worthwhile 
project to make them available in quantity at dive shops, to clubs, and 
provide a copy to all certified cavern, cave, and advanced cave instruc
tors and divers. 

Thank you for an excellent tool to help save lives . 
. Sincerely, Peter S. Burch 
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