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~§~L_g§=g~ - NACD Cavern Workshop for Open­
water Instructors, Manatee and Ginnie 
Springs (Chiefland and High Springs, 
FL). Workshop Chairman: Steve 
Gerrard, 5714 Ed White Ct., Talla­
hassee, FL 32301, (304) 877-8135. 

~§!:i_g~=~~ - NSS-CDS Cave DiviY".g Festiva~{. 
Registration at Branford High SChOO~ 
Brar.fc.rd, FL. 

Th~ ballots were counted and tabulated 
Friday, December 25, 1385, before the 
Winter Workshop, with the ~esult that the 
three board positic.Y.s were filled by iy,cum­
bey.ts Jc.e Prosser ay.d Jeff Bc.zay,ic, ay.d y.ew 
member Pete Butt. Joe Prosser agreed to 
ccmt i y;ue c.r, as Secret at~y ITreasurer; Jeff 
Bozanic was elected in absentia (car prob­
lems the night before the workshop preven­
ted his attendance) to the position of 
Vice-Chairman; and Pete Butt has agreed to 
take on the newly created--and vitally 
needed--position of Leadership Coordinator. 

We bid retiring board member Wayne 
Marshall a fond farewell, and thank him for 
his tireless efforts over the last several 
years of effort on behalf of the Section 
ay.d cave divir.g. Wayy.e has beeI'. c'y, the 
board for several years; was editor of 
UC~~~~§t~~ §Q~1~212g:i for more than two 
yeaY'S; produced the Section's very fine 
official Slide Show Presentation; and has 
been a Cave Diving Instructor since almost 
the very begiy.y,ing c.f the Traiy,iY'g Pre.gt'ar'hllWt~; 

We welcome Pete BLltt, e.f Hi gh Spri y,gsiliHlW 
Florida~ who is a Cave Diving Instructor," 
and manager of the Ginnie Springs Dive 
Resort. Pete has been a very active parti­
cipant in cave-diving affairs for the last 
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sever~l years and we greet his enthu~iasm 

- ,nd sir,cer'E il',terest iI', the futLlt'E of cav'e 
iving with open arms. We th~nk Bob Gibson 

of P~nama City, Florida, for running in the 
election and for his willingness to take on 
the responsibility of helping to run ,the 
m~chil',ery e.f the Sect lor,. We loe.k fe.t'wat'd 
to Bob's continuing participation in cave 
d i vi I"g. 

And now for the bad news. APATHY, in 
the form of insufficient voter turnout, has 
struck again. Only 172 of the more than 
400 people who were current members at the 
time the balle.ts were mailed, ser,t back 
their ballots. This did not provid~ us the 
with 51~ maJoritirequired to pass the 
t'eyisie.r,s "iI" the By-Laws, iI', spite of the 
fact that only 7 of the 142 votes cast 
concerning the By-Laws were ne~ative. 

(That's Just another reason why we need to 
change the By-Laws--so that we're not 
strangled by voter apathy.) Jeff Bozanic 
went to a lot of trouble to develop his 
revisions and submit them to the board 
(although in all fairness it should be 
noted for the r~cord, that Qnl~ ~ of the 
other 6 board members bothered to respo~d 

to Jeff's preliminary review); I went to a 
lot of trouble to prepare the blue mailer 
on the By-Laws and send it outr and Joe 
Prosser ~ent to a lot of trouble to pr~pare 
and mail out the ballots. Every effort was 

( ade to try to make the voting process as 
'. -,lear' al',d easy as pc.ssihle. Please let LIS 

know why you didn't vote, and what ~e can 
do to try to encourage you to vote neHt 
time. 

§s~IIQ~ __ Bs;sl~s§ __ ~8bU8~bs 
QQ~aIIQ~ __ QE __ ~Q~£~IgB 

John Zumribk has recently made a very 
generous donation to the Cave Diving Sec­
tion in the form of a Texas Instruments' 
Professional Computer, complete with nume­
rous software programs (wordprocessing, 
file systems, data management, etc.). The 
computer was presented to the Section at 
the Winter Workshop, and was given in ho~es 
that a computer owned by the Section can 
provide a foundation for a permanent method 
of information storage, which can be trans­
ferred te. Secretaries, Treasurers, arId/or 
Newsletter Editors as these positions are 
filled by new people. 

Dr. Zumrick is an NSS-CDS Cave Diving 
Instructor; was one of the expedition 
physicians on the Juatla Cave Expedition in 
Mexico; is a past Chairman of the Section, 
as well as former editor of Underw~ter 

m~,?Q§1§212.9~; ar,d is preser,t ly auth;;;::i;;:;g-th; 
~111H:ectiol'" s I',ew CaverI', Divir,g Mar'Llal, which 

ili1s reaching completion stages. Dr., Zumrick 
is currently the Senior Medical Officer of 
the U.S. Navy's Experimental Diving Unit in 
Panama City and an expert authority of 
Diving ~edicine. He has recently been 
promoted to the rank of Captain in the U.S. 
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Navy Medical Corps, and has been awarded a 
residency in Anesthesia, which he will 
begin in July at the Naval Hospital in 
Bethesda, Maryland. John, we salute you, 
and thank you for your ceaseless efforts 
for the betterment of the sport and science 
of cave diving. The best of luck in your 
new medical career. 

C~··aig Jer,l',ings of Pe.sdive, lr,c., of 
Port Washington, New York, the United 
States distributor for Poseidon Systems, 
announced his company's intentio~ to insti­
tute a new industry award for excellence in 
cave-diving Exploration, discovery, and 
innovation. The first annual award p~esen­
tat ion will occur in December of 1987 at 
the NSS-CDS Winter Workshop and will 
involve the extremely generous cash award 
of $500 to the individual or group chosen~ 

Mr. Jennings made his presentation to 
a Joint council of NSS-CDS and NACO board 
members. His offer was greeted with enthu­
siasm by all members present. Mr. Jennings 
explained that Posdive, Inc.--and P6seidon 
--were grateful for the recommendations, 
comments, criticisms, and helpful sugges­
tions made by cave divers for th~ improve­
ment of Poseidon diving ~quipment. Mr. 
Jennings generously gave cave divers as a 
group credit fe.r havir,g made a sigl',ifical',t 
impact on the development of new divi~g 

systems, out of all proportion to our small 
numbers. The award and cash prize are a 
positive way of expressing his company's 
appreciation for the continuous feedback 
received fre.m .cave divers, ar,d er,couragil'.g 
future exploration and equipment innovation 
by cave divers. 

Ron Abner of Orange City, FL (an NACD 
Be.ard Member ar,d Cave Divir,g Ir,structe.r, 
ar,d member e.f be.th the NACO arId NSS-CDS), 
has agreed to act as Coordin~tor of the 
Award and as liason with Craig Jennings and 
Posdive, Inc. A Joint committee comprising 
board members of both cave-divingorganiza­
tions will make the selection. ~ll indivi­
duals or groups interested in being consi­
dered for the award and cash prize should 
get in touch with Ron Abner. The criteria 
for the first annual award include all 
exceptional cave-diving exploration, disco­
very, and innovation achievements from the 
beginning of cave diving up to the present 
day. The exact procedures for nominations 
and the mechanics of administering the 
award have not yet been established, but 
more information will be forthcoming in 
future issues of both UC~g~~§i§~ §Q§1§21Qg~ 
and ~6~!2 ~§~2. 

Ron Abner may be reached at: 
508 Heatherlal'le 
Orange City, FL 32753 
{'31Zi4) 775-4032 
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The CDS Board of Directors has decided 
to institute a new format for the upcoming 
Spriy'g Workshcop. IY,ste.ad of the usual 
lectures, slide presentations, and class­
room work at the Branford High School, this 
year's Spring Workshop will consist almost 
entirely of outdoor events. 

The plan is to organize a host of 
"guided" cave-diviy,g trips teo area spriy,gs, 
many of which are ordinarily difficult t6 
access, and also a number of cave-diving 
prc'Jects, such as sigy, iy,stallatioY,s, liy,e 
repairing or re-laying. conservation and 
cleanup proJects both above ground and 
uy,derwater. Alsc. CoY, the drawiy,g bcoard are 
some in-water advanced-techniques instruc­
tional courses on such topics as staging, 
scootering, and side-mounts. There will 
also be activities for open-water divers 
and even non-divers. Also, hopefully, a 
few dry-caving opportunities as well. 

Registration (with coffee and dough­
nuts) is planned for 7am Sat. May 23 in the 
Branford High School Q§~hing 121. However, 
because of the limited number of people who 
will be able to go on the dive trips to 
caves such as, Azure and Friedman, ~~~1~ 

pre-registration will be very important. A 
distance limit of approximately one hour's 
driving'time to the dive sites is being 
considered in order to make it possible for 
everyone to attend the big Cookout and 
Bonfire Party planned for later in the 
evey,iy,g. 

Additional dive trips may be planned 
for Sunday as well, depending upon member 
respoy,se ay,d most impc.rtay,t ly, £~~~=Q.i~ing 

in§1~~£iQ~ ~nQ g~iQ~=l~sQ~~ Qs~ii£iQ~iiQn· 
We--the members of the board of direc­

tors--think that the idea of a completely 
field-oriented Cave Diving Festival is very 
exciting and will be a lot of fun for 
everyCoYoe i Y,VO I ved nco mat t er wh i ch t rip cor 
proJect they go on. (The work proJects are 
going to be extremely interesting, too! 
For example, helping to install signs a 
cc.uple of years ago in Peacc.ck, Oray,ge 
Grc<v,e, ay,d Little River was c.Y,e cof the r,lCot'e 
exciting cave-diving experiences I have 
ever had. [If y6u don't think there isn't 
a challenge to trying to transport a 15e­
pc.uy,d CCoY,C'rete base' dc.wy, iy,to Peacc.ck 
Springs or Little River, think again!]) 

If yc.u are iy,terested iI', ve.luy,teeriy,g 
your services to make this Cave Diving 
Festival a success, plea~e get in touch 
with Chairman Steve Ormeroid right away: 

629 West 4th Street 
Marysville, OH 43~4~ 
(513) 642-7775 

Jlbb_ya§sB_Bs~sl~s§_~§§_Bs§saB~~_a~aBQ -
reprinted from ~§§ ~~~§, August 1986 (" 

Jill Yager is the reCipient of th~ 

Ra 1 ph W. StCoY,e Resear-ch Awar'd fe.r 1 '386. 
She is a graduate student with Dr. JCohn R. 
Holsinger in the Department of Biological 
Sciences, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, 
Virginia. Ms. Yager received the award for 
her t-esearch pr-opc'sa 1 ey.t it 1 ed, "AI'. Eco 1 0-

gical Study of Re~ipedia, a Class of Trog­
lobitic Crustacean from the Bahamas and 
Turks and Caicos." Ms. Yager will investi­
gat~ the Remipedes, which she herself dis­
ce.vered, iI', the ay,chialine (submerged 
marine) caves of these Caribbean islands. 
Her proposed research has the potential for 
generating a whole field of new knowledge 
about this cryptic environment and its 
ecological and faunistic components. 

Ms. Yager received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biological Sciences from 
Colorado State University in 1967, and a 
Master of Science Education degree from the 
Florida Institute of Technology in 1982. 
She also has extensive professional experi­
ence as a high school teacher in mathe­
matics, biology and general science. 

In addition, the follOWing CDS members 
received NSS Fellowships: Noel Sloan, Gary 
D. Storrick, and Gary Zumwalt. 

( 
At the 1986 International Conference 

on Underwater Education, held in Miami, 
Florida Oct. 3-5, Jeff Bozanic (the CDS's 
new Vice-Chairman) was presented with an 
Outstanding Service Award by NRUI. This 
w.as present~d in part for his efforts in 
pn::or,lC.tir,g cave-diviy,g safety. The i'y,scrip­
tie.Yo t'eads, "With siy,cer'e appr'eciatic'y, fc.r 
continuing service to NAUI and sport div­
ing, thru contributions to many NAUI 
leadership development courses and work­
shops and as a fluent spCo~esman for safe 
cave and cavern diving practices." Congra­
t l..ll at i coy,s, Jeff! 

Several articlea and 
cave-diVing safety were 
computer network. About 

messages 
pe.sted Col', 

1~ people 

abc.ut 
the 

have 
responded, and an information pac~et con­
taining brochures and NSS information was 
mailed o~t to them. A few divers on the 
network responded with messages that state 
their interest in staying out of caves. 
Currently, there is a permanent messag~ 

about cave diviy,g for scuba divers te. view 
ay,d a geY,eral rllessage abc.ut the NSS iI', t~l1lmh 

~t\~\ ~. 
Outdoors section of the network. Inci hl ,· 

dently, the entire NSS-CDS brochure is 
available electronically on the network, 
and in a matter of minutes, any user can 
pr'iy,t it out. 

I 
i 
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s~E~Q88IIQ~_QE_I~s_~8~~s~E_2~2Is~ -
E8El_II - by Karl Anderson 

For those of you who read Vol. 13, No. ( 
of UD~~~~~!g~ 2EglgQlQg~ you will recall 

the description I gave of our exploration 
of the Malheur System in central Oregon, 
sans diving. As it had been almost a year 
from when we made those observations and 
when I wrote the article, there were a few 
discrepancies in the accuracy my descrip­
tion of the system. Those changes are 
included in this writing, as well as the 
finds beyond our last trek, which we found 
fascinating to say the least! 

Or-, Aug. 1 of this year, Dc.r-ma ay,d I 
returned to the Malheur system, SOMe fifty 
miles from Burns, where we met Ken Clark, 
my diving colleague, and two divers from 
Boise, Idaho= Paul Kvamme and Charles Ster­
ling. The area looked so different from 
what we had seen in the middle of winter 
that I passed it by the first time through. 
We trailered a 14-foot aluminum boat into 
the system behind Ken's 4 x 4, ~fter load­
ing it with Most of the dive gear, and 
proceeded into the cave approximately 500 
feet until reaching the bleachers and 
podium (used by the Masons), where we made 
c·ur camp. 

The Malheur River. which we suspect either connects with the 
cave system or parallels it. Photo by Karl Anderson. 

Colemay, lay,terr-,s were assembled ay,d 
lit, until a total of 15 combined to light 
our site a~ well as the liS of a mile from 
this pe.iy,t te. were the water begar-,. Key, 
was Just as anxious as I to explore the 
cave ft~c:.rn this point, onward, so we theY, 
carried the boat (in ,stages, I must add!) 

.. ,,~t;,o our "laur-,chiy,g poiy,t ... 
~mmw Key, rnaYll'led the c.ars While I sat at the 
~-bow with a dive light fixed on the bottom 

for observation. The ceiling of this lava 
tube ranged in height from 5-20 feet as we 
penetrated deeper into the system; the 

The entrance to the Malheur System. Photo by Karl Anderson. 

water was crystal clear. After 1/4 of a 
mile or 50, a rowboat, perfectly intact, 
loomed ahead on the bottom in 20 feet of 
water. Just as I pondered what such an 
obJect was doing in this place, another 
came into view not 20 feet from the first 
one! This one was a bit larger, though 
deteriorated considerably. Not 30 feet 
from this one was a third! I don't think I 
was c.ver-reactiy,g wheY, I wC.T,dered at this 
point if there might- be someone or some­
thing that was sinking these vessels and 
consuming their occupants! 

Still able to see the bottom as clear 
as a bell, we pushed onward, ift spite of 
our uneasiness. The system made two slight 
turns to the left and then two to the 
right. Water depth appeared to be approxi­
mately 30-40' at this point, taking into 
account that the exceptional visibility was 
deceiving. We passed under two low points 
in the ceiling that couldn't have been more 
than 3 feet from the surface, and finally 
came to a third that was less than two feet 
high. It was obvious at this point that we 
could ftot gain access beyond this point ••• 
without more weight in the boat, so we 
returned to camp, in awe every minute at 
the glistening mineral deposits and fungus 
which cluftg in patches here and there on 
the ceiling and walls. 

Upon reaching camp, we found that Paul 
and Charle~ were Just as eager to see the 
system, and didn't want to wait until the 
next morning. Back we went, four of us 
this time, until we reached the ceiliftg 
drop where we had turned back. With the 
four of us all lying ift the bottom of our 
craft (leaving ftO room to spare!), we 
approaChed the ceilir,g, ir-,ch by iY,ch, so as 
y,c.t to fir,d c.urselves wedged iI', place 
against our wishes and unable to' retreat. 
I was in the bow oftce again, and ~uided the 
boat left and right, back aftd forth, to the 



The "Planer"--gaining entry into the last air-filled chamber, 
via boat. Photo by Karl Anderson. 

directions of Paul and Chas. 
With all four of us pushing up against 

the ceiling, we made more 
Rfter 20 feet or so, 
beckor-.ed ahead. Small 

and more headway. 
ane,ther chamber 

stalactites were 
bt~eaki ng 
falling 
la~lghs 

se,r.,ewhat 

off on the sides of the boat ar-.d 
few 
was 
0311 

",r.1C,r-.gst us. We all had a 
when Paul suggested that he 

c 1 aust rophe,b i c, and wher-. we 
stopped our pressure on the ceiling, the 
boat was held firmly in place without so 
much as a single rocking movement on the 
water! 

Cont i r-.u i r-.g, we came free and clear in 
another 5 feet, and found ourselves in a 
chamber nearly 50 feet long and 20 feet 
wide. The ceiling in this room was ",ppro­
ximat~ly 15 feet above the water. Moving 
to th~ far end, we snuffed the lantern and 
shone our dive lights below the surface. 
-:-he tube continued on 
it had beh i nd '.IS, but 
extinguished our be",ms 

Just as massively as 
underw",ter. We all 
for a few minutes to 

Ken Clark during our penetration beyond the last air-filled 
chamber. Photo by Karl Anderson. 

" :':":.'::" 

\,' ',,' i'I,! 
~,\ , 
~ .... ' .' ..J 

sit in total d",rkness, ",nd as we sat there, 
not uttering so much 035 one sound, we heard 
aI', ee~'ie echo e,f what we all agreed :seerole,('" 
to be a television set somewhere out there. 
bellowing the alternating tones of several 
pe~'se,ns' vo:;.ices. Passing bele'w what we 
aptly r-.Br.,ed the "Plar-.er" WoOlS nlllch eoOlsier 
the second time around, and plans were made 
for our dives as we heBded back to camp 
c.·r~c:e rI1c..t"'e. 

The y.ext r.1C,~'yoiY.g (Aug. 2), I traYls-
ported Paul and Charles through the system 
to the Planer. Because of the small size 
of our craft, they put on the majority of 
their gear while in the water. Because 
there are typically no objects in a lava 
tube to use for wraps, and seldom any cre­
vices which could catch or tangle a line, 
we opted to use a 2~~-foot spool of poly­
propyleYle ice-divir-Ig line, which would be 
tended by me, in the boat. One diver would 
have the line secured to himself, while the 
other diver remained on the line. 

"The ceiling in the air-filled portion was full of color and 
peculiar shapes." Photo by Karl Anderson. 

Charles made their descent on the outer 
side e,f the PlaYler, aYld play,r-,ed te, siraply 
explore the walls below the surface, but 
not to penetrate beyond the final air­
fill ed char.,bet'. My Job was r.,ade a I e,t 
easier by yearly practice tending divers in 
our. Ice Diving proJects: I would give line 
as need~d, and take up any sl~ck du~ing 

their return. As they descended and head~d 
through the final chamber, I could clea~ly 
see the beams of their lights dancing off 
the walls below and beye'Yld. Visibility had 
to be somewhere between 10~ and 150 feet! 

In 30 rni nutes, they termi y.ated thei~ililhi 
dive, ~'etut'r-liYlg te, the be.at. PleCe bSllLH' 
piece, I pulled gear ir-,tc, the be,at, Lmtil 
they too came out with a simple scissor 
kick. Having gone to the beginning of th~ 
portion entirely underw~ter they reported 
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manmade gra~~iti approximately 2 ~eet below 
the surface in the ~inal chamber, evidence 
that the water level does or has ~luctuated 
to some extent. No form of aquatic life 
whatsoever was observed, and no current was 
noted anywhere. We returned to camp for 
lunch, a~ter which Ken and I would make our 
dive farther into the system. 

Shortly after noon, the four of us 
~'eturned te. the be.at, gail',ed access il',to 
the final surface chamber, and Ken and I 
donned most of our cave-diving gear in the 
water, as Paul and Charles had done. Rrmed 
with more lights and double tanks, Ken and 
I descended Just outside the underwater 
passage and began our penetration. The 
angle of the tube took a slight downward 
cant, yet continued Just as wide and high 
as that portion which held air on the sur­
~ace. Depth here was 40-50 feet. We had 
only penetrated for a little more than 100 
feet when Ken called the dive; some uncanny 
premonition his wife had had about "trouble 
il', the cave" gave him a few kl',ocks iI', the 
"ce.r~fort ze.ne" al',d told him we wc.uld dive 
this Ol',e agail',. 

We returned to within .a few feet of 
the "be.rder" ~or se.me phote.s, after which 
Ken made some observations of the walls 
while I got into some fly-walking on the 
ledges near the boat. On the bottom, Just 
below e.ur vessel, I fe,ul',d· some r,letall ie 
object which puzzles me even now; I know 
it's rllal',made, but I Just cal',' t figure out 
what it is! Ken recovered two anti~ue 

liquor bottles closer to camp in 20 feet of 
water, and we paused for a few shots 6n the 
wrecks before making it back to camp. 

~Q~~bU§!Q~§: To begin with, this is 
indeed a lava cave of undetermined length. 
There is a good-sized river approximately 

Paul Kvamme and Charles Sterling prior to beginning the journey 
by boat to the dive site. 

Ken Clark at penetration of approximately 100 feet beyond the 
last chamber. Photo by Karl Anderson. 

1/2 mile from the mouth of the cave, as a 
crow flies. Water in the river is murky; 
aquatic weeds and fish abound. If this 
cave does connect with the river at some 
pe.il',t, the exceptie'I',al visibility of the 
cave could be the result of sediment having 
been the ideal opportunity to settle, as 
there is a good amount of clay-colored silt 
on the bottom and on the walls here and 
there. One would think that some aquatic 
life (or remnants thereof) would have made 
its way into the system to some extent. 
The river walls (appearing as a gorge) are 
.e.f lava as well. 

There is direct evidence that man has 
been into this system at least to the final 
ai~'-filled char,lber, al',d that the water 
level has some fluctuation. The water 
temperature is a steady 58-50 degrees, and 
the visibility is 100-150 feet, with ne. 
current whatsoever. 

This is what I would term as an incre­
dibly unique cave, suitable for advanced 
cavers as well as the beginner. With the 
ey,tire systerl1, at least up te. the fil',al 
Chamber (beyond the Planer) being air 
filled, a diver can surface at any time. 
Yet because of the nature of the water 
being so far from the mouth, this is a 
system which cannot be initiated as a 
cavern dive; it's CAVE any way you look at 
it. Simply by virtue of the ~act that 
there are three wrecked vessels in the 
system makes it unique; Paul inquired as to 
whether or not he could be certified for 
WRECK and CRVE diving simultaneously! How 
'bout that for a specialty combbf 

The objective for our next trip will 
be to gain more penetration and perhaps 
learn if this system does tie in with the 
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river. I will keep all of you informed as 
to our progress, and in the meantime, would 
like to invite any cave divers to contact 
me if you are interested in diving this 
system. The land surrounding the system is 
privately owned; the Masons own the cave 
itself and the road to the system. Just 
before passing away, Dick Hayes gave writ­
ten permission for Ken an~ me to have an 
unlimited access, along with those accom­
pay,yi y,g us. 

I must reflect that the caving experi­
ences I had with Doug Clark in the spring~ 

of Flo~ida will always stand out as SOMe of 
the best diving experiences I could ever 
ask for; I received my CAVERN 8y,d CAVE 
cert i fica't i,ons through him. It is oY,e of 
my dreams to obtain certification as an 
NSS-CDS Instructor someday,; the oy,ly 
obstacle to that dream is that I can't 
afford the trip to Florida at this time for 
the Instructor Institute! With Jeff Bo%a­
y,ic's assistaY,ce, real i%at io!", c.f that dream 
may Y,ot be too far off, as he has expressed 
an interest in adding Oregon to his massive 
list of caving experiences! For any others 
of you, feel free to write me at 20600 U.S. 
101 South, Cloverdale, Oregon, 97112. 
Until next time, may all your cave dives be 
safe and exciting ones! 

November 15, 1986 
I received the Safety Brochures al',d 

Workshe.p 
Lately, I 

Posters you sent. Thanks! 
have distributed evey, more brc:.-

chures thaY, i y, recel',t moy,ths--se. fl1al',y 
places that should have them are always out 
When I am visiting. I've distributed quite 
a few to Dive Shops in my area, and to 
places I visit. I need about 300-400 to 
hold me through the winter. As the oceans 
become cooler than the springs, many of the 
local dive trips avoid the oceans in favor 
of the spril',gs. Iy, the SUMmer, I assist 
with the dive trips to Panama City, Florida 
about every 4-8 weeks. 

On the way down, our group normally 
stops at Morrison or Vortex Spring for 
opey,-water checkeluts (I',C' cavern or cave 
entry). The last 3 times that I was at 
MorrisoY" there were y,O NSS or NACO bre.­
chures at all. The proprietor stated that 
"every ol',ce in a while, we get a ce.uple 
hundred in the mail." On a later trip, he 
told me something about how they ru~ out 
,because ",they ,mailed may,y out with infc.rma­
tioY, packets. Each time, I gave him all I 
had with me. The number of divers at Mor­
rison is very high in the summer; it is 
probably the best fresh c'pey,-water dive iI', 
the Panhandle. Owing to the fact that 
there have been approximately 6 deaths at 
this spring recently, I'd like to see 
dive~s become more aware of the near-cave 
environment here, and how it differs from 
open-water diving. 

At Morrison, there are no signs indi­
cat il',g that ~he caverl', cay, _ be uY,safe, _ espe

1
----, .. ' 

cially at n1ght. There 1S Y,oth:Ly,g lY, t 
dive shop to indicate this either. Ther 
are I',e. certified cave divers a'rOUl',d to warl', 
open-water divers. I understand that it is 
the fault of the Spring's manageMent that 
there are no signs, and that the NSS has 
offered rne.re than ol',ce tc. erect them. I'd 
like to see a regular mailing of brochUres 
te. this site iy, the future. If this is y,c.t 
possible, I will be glad to request bro­
chures for the Spring, and deliver o~ mail 
them as y,eeded. 

A~ditional deaths at this Panhandle 
site due to igY,oral',ce would be tragic ar,d 
might cause Closings, which in turn could 
affect other nearby sites. MarianY,a is 
very close, and Tallahassee is not too far 
away. Vortex Blue Springs, which doesn't 
attract cave divers,is evel', clc.ser, al',d I 
could writivolumes about the potential for 
pre.blerlis there. 

Vortex is expanding into a tourist 
attraction which lures divers in greater 
numbers than before. Moped rental, horse­
back riding and other attractions are being 
added. A new and la~ger headpool is being 
terraf-c.rrned, al',d rumor has it that they 
plan to connect to a cave passage making 
another area for cave diving. Currently, 
Vortex features a nice headpool, underwater 
ai rbell, easy access tCI the water, a ver( 
silty and small cave, and a 300-foot cav~ ~ 
dive to a depth of 110 feet. A very thick ( 
novice line is in place. Vortex has a ~ 
warning sign near the spring. It basically 
says to dive with a buddy, have (I believe) 
2/ZHZ1/Zlpsi, ay,d that 1',0 spearfishiy,g is 
alle.wed. 

Inside the dive shop, there is • stack 
of leaflets that say the same thiy,g. I 
foul',d NSS ay,d NACO brochures iy, the baCk e.f 
the dive shop under a shelf, in a dimly 
lit, uY,attrac:'tive part of the buildil',g. 
EVidently, they do not recogni%e the value 
of these brochures. They alse. do somethiy,g 
that makes me question their understanding 
of cave-diving safety. When a purchase i~ 
made from their dive shop, the items are 
put into a bag that says "Florida Cave 
Diver Survive.r." They also have caps, 
patches, and bumper stickers which have the 
same slogay,. .It remiy,ds role c.f T-shirts 
that say things like h'86 Whitewater Canoe 
Re,ul',d-up Survi vor h or hI Survived Hurrical',e 
Elena." The attitude that this slogan 
suggests is "Cave are a challenge--C'mon, 
divers, be a survivor and bec:'ome one of the 
few, the proud. II 

I really don't know what will happen 
to Vc.rtex, c.r what cay, be dOl',e to el',ha.y,ce,,,:,,,,, 
the diving atmosphere there, without.inter~~~ 
fering with the profit-making potent:Lal fo~8~ 
the owher. I simply feel that conditions 
may worsey" as more divers are attracted. 

The lack of awarel',ess iY, the Pal',hal',dle 
is a problem that can be COMbatted in two 

-.-)1 



........ ,., .. ~.,,~., , 

JaY",uary 13, 1987 UNDERWATER SPELEOLOGY 9 

ways: by dealing with the heart or the 

C
-···",rc.blem, ar-,d by impre.vir-Ig the le.~al ~e.r-Idi­

.ons by increasing divers' awareness. The 
-neart or the problem is the lack or inror­

matie.r-I pt"'e.vided te. ir-Istt"'uctot"'s by the cer-
tirying agencies, who pass on theit"' 19no­
t"'ance or cavet"'n- and cave-diving sarety to 
their studer-Its.. Part or this is also the 
individual divers' rault rc.t"' r-,e.t payir-Ig 
attention to warnings such as signs, and 
ror not exploring the various opportunities 
to increase their general knowledge or 
their sport. Most divers take the sport 
ror granted, as most or the diving they 
parti~ipate in is very sare. 

To combat the Par-Ihar-Idle problem we 
could saturate the area with a continuous 
and consistent rlow or inrorMation about 
cave-diving sarety. This could include 
regular distribution or sarety brochUres to 
all Panhandle dive shops in the vicinity or 
the springs, and to the springs theMselves. 
Dive stores in Panama City, Tallahassee, 
Ft. I-Jaltor-I Beach, ar-Id Destin are prime 
targets. A free copy of each issue or 
Y!:!2!!!:!::!iii~!: §t!!!1~2129!l fe.r each spri r-Ig ar-Id 
dive shop would also help make the owners 
more aware. By taking these additional 
measut"'es, which adMittedly are slightly 
extreme, we can make div~rs aware that 
training exists, and that without it, each 

(

' rii ve i r-,to a cave is a potemt ial tragedY. 
lce these divers beCOMe More aware, we can 

.Men focus on the causes of diver igno­
rance, and COMbat them. 

starting iMMediately Rob McGuire will 
be accepting submissions ror a new UI-JS 
cc·lumr-, entitled "Me-Guire's Forum." Its 
purpose is to serve the needs of experi­
enced cave divers who seek an exchange of 
ideas C·r-, the more advar-,ced, ar-,d somet imes 
controversial, topics of cave diving. Rob 
was kind enough to point out what he consi­
dered to be a serious defi6iency in UWS, 
ar-Id c.ffered to edit a cc.lufAr-, that would 
address these subjects. 

nThe sole purpose of this forUM would 
be to invite ideas to iMprove the art of 
cave diving. Possible subjects would be: 
solo diving, staging, DPV's, equipment 
modifications, organi~ing experienced 
divers for exploration and surveys, and 
similar iteMS. The main purpose of this 
would be to have a central point to collect 
iYlfc.rmatior, ar-,d to preserlt all aspects c.f 
the subJect." 

Please 

~ml!l.lest ions, 
send yo~r articles, letters, 

comments, etc. directly to Rob: 

SSGT R.D. McGuire 
P. O. Bc.x 5-024 
MCRD, PISC 2'3'305 
(803) 525-'352'3 

During a stage/scooter dive in Telford 
Spring last year' with two other cave 
divers, we had a total of 15 lights either 
fail Dr burn down extremely rast. Nine of 
these were small backup lights that burned 
out in about 5-10 minutes of use. After 
the dive we tried to determine the cause 
for these failures. All three or my Super 
QXL lights had Duracell batteries of whiCh 
r-,c.r-,e were more than four Months old ar-,d the 
only use was to check whether they worked 
or r-Iot. It was apparent that merely the 
turning on to check before each dive caused 
the eat"'ly battery failure. 

After the dive I reviewed backup 
lights available and found that the (Under­
water Kinetics) QXL4R with its tight beam 
pattern ar,d small si~e prc.ved to be the 
best choice. Rlso, the number of lights I 
carried at this time was six (to include a 
Micro-light). Now I carry 8-10 depending 
or-, the duration of the dive. Of course, 
carrying this many lights could cause 
danglies. ~ith four lights on tank straps, 
two fnore backup 1 ights car-, be carried by 
using a ring on your priMary light canister 
ar,d held by ar, iroYoer tube bar-Id or a piece 
of surgical tubing. This location al"Id 
Method stops danglies, and is easily acces­
sible using one hand and without stopping. 
This was the first dive in coVer 200 in 
which lights have beer, a prc.blem ar-,d cer­
tair-,ly brought lights ir-,to the (1"10 pun 
intended) spotlight. If anyone else has 
had a similar problem with backup lights, 
1'd be glad to hear-from you. 

SSGT R.D. McGuire 
P.O. Box 5-024 
MCRD, PISC 2'3905 

.Judy Verar-,o of Clearwater, Florida, 
has volur-,teered to take on the Job of fAai l­
ing out individual orders of books, patches 
and decals. .Judy is a nurse, and has been 
cave divir-,g r,ow for several years. WelcorAe 
to the teaM, .Judy, and thanks for your 
help! 

It!8!S!LYQ!:LE!3Q!!LIt!!Ls!21IQ!3 - to Tex Ch a I k ley 
of Ocala, Florida, and Tom Gilleland of 
Englewood, Ohio for responding to my appeal 
for . a SpellCheck prc.gram for r"y cc.mputer. 
On behalf of myself, the Section, and--I 
hope!--the reader~hip, I thank you gentle­
men for your fast response and for the 
tr6uble you both went to to try secure 
pre.grams ror my ar-It iquated· .' cc.rAp'-lter. 
Reders willI, I hc.pe, r-,c.tlse a distinkt 
imprcoViefneror-ot ir-, thee spellr-Ig of fyc.c.chure 
r-,e'.lwsletteres. 
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BQB81~~_81~s8_sB~bs_sXEs~IIIQ~ -
Introduction by Bill Hanson 

Dive Description by Joe Dabbs 

In a clandestine hollow almost on the 
county line between Marshall and Jackson 
counties .in Rlabama, is a marvelous little 
watet'fal LIt er,.erges ft'e.m a dat'k he.le, 
cascades 40 feet down a limestone cliff 
face a~d disappears agai~. Cavers have 
enjoyed following this stream underground 
for many years. The water has carved out 
Roaring River Cave and Upper River Cave, 
and on July 2& Joe Dabbs and Rob Millott 
attempted to prove that this stream is also 
responsible for War Eagle Cave. 

By plotting the Roaring River and War 
Eagle caves on the USGS topo map, the con­
nection seems obvious. The two sumps are 
separated by only 450 feet. There is a 
second sump in War Eagle at the opposite 
end of the cave. Mary Ellen Exley entered 
the spring which drains War Eagle on June 
22, 1980. She negotiated 8e0 feet of mean­
dering and low passage to find herself in 
the Fish Pool not far from the base of the 
pit entranc~. Since there are no tribu­
taries to the stream in War Eagle, the sump 
at the head of the stream carries the same 
amount of water as the sump leading to the 
spring. 

The only nonwater entrance to War 
Eagle Cave is a 137-foot pit leaving the 
caver on a ledge still 20 feet above the 
water level of the stream. The pit is 
quite spectacular. Rlmost opel'. air, t>---7 .... 
is a sheltering alcove over the drop. ihe 
alcove and the walls of the pit ooze forma­
tions of every type. One particularly 
annoying speleothem is the flowstone which 
forms the lip of the pit. 10 feet of 
smooth curving slope defies clipping g 

Jumar il'"ltc~ a t .... c~pe stt .... etched elver"'" it. ....,A,. 

ends with a 6-foot undercut with flowstone 
drippir.g e,ff the edge, a h,-mg stc,r,e 
'-lrllbrella. 

From the bottom of the pit to the 
upstream sump is about a mile of large 
canyon passage, 30- to 50-foot high ceil­
ing, 20 to 100 feet acr6ss. Formations 
become rare in the upstream section of the 
cave. The character changes as well. The 
single megapassage splits into a crawling 
maze. The easternmost brancih carries the 
water and continues as a gradually 
passage 5 feet in diameter. 

Re,ari_y.g River Cave is ma~'kedly diffe­
rent. A large horizontal entrance accepts 
the waterfall. It is not pOssible to fol­
low the water which disappears into break­
down. However, a 10-foot crawl leads to an 
8-foot drop and into the underground stream 
passage which leads to the sump some 2000 
feet downstream. The first 1000 feet is 
ste,e'pway ay-,d c~'awls, but e'per,s up dt'arnat i­
cally into large canyon passage. [It isJ 
smaller in scale but similar to the passage 
y-,ea~' the pit in War Eag Ie. A sece.y-,d 

erltt'ar.ce connects with the stream Passar.". 
het'e. Th is erltt'arlce has a 100-foot c~'a -
and a 50-fe.c.t pit, b'-It is walkir.g passa . 
after that. Me,re impe.rtarltly, it by-passes 
the stoopways and crawls of the horizontal 
t'e.~,t E. 

The stream passage twists away from 
the upper canyon, but still maintains head­
t--Qc·r,l ale.r,g the Be,bsled Rur.. This section 
is 3 feet wide and 6 feet high. The walls 
arId fle'e,r bley-.d ir.to a "U" shape, ar.d twist 
smoothly through a 500-foot long serpen­
tine. R pet'fectly regular pattet-n e,f 2-
inch sc~lloping covers the walls and floor. 
The stt-eam flows at ye,ur feet '-lrItil Just 
before the sump. The stream ducks under a 
ledge and the walking passage becomes dry. 
The passage ends on a large slab of lime­
stone Jutting into the sump pool, 6 inches 
out of the water. The pool is only 4 feet 
deep, and the sump passage leaves th~ pool 
at a right angle to the passage leading to 
the re.Ofll. 

The advantages of starting from the 
downstream side were compared with the 
advantages of easier access and the friend­
lier prep room of the upstream end. Should 
the divers enter from the upstream side the 
silt wc,,-,ld fe,llow them, arId the wate.r fl.:,w 
would add to the penetration distance while 
working against the return~ Fortunately, 
the twc. dive~-s making the attempt "'R-C-.-·­
seasoned sump divers, Joe Dabbs and 
Millott. Rs a team they have dived sumps 
in Dry Creek, Fern Cave, Skidmore Cave and 
Hughes Cave in northern Alabama, and Just 
about every spring in Florida. Joe felt 
that the water movement was not sufficient 
to ~ffect the dive. The upstre~m sump 
would be the starting point. 

Over 30 veteran cavers reDr~senting 

the Huntsville Grotto, the Birmingham 
Grotto, the Michigan Inteilakes Grotto, the 
Detroit Urban Grotto, the Dogwood City 
Grotto, Undergraph, and of course, the Cave 
Diving Section, converged at the cave for 
the dive effort. Don Franciis organized a 
practice session for the Alabama Cave 
Rescue Unit on the Friday night before the 
dive. The rescuers were required to trans­
port large aMounts of medical gear (cOm­
pt-essed air tarlks, regulate.rs, lead 
weights, etc.) to support a victim ~uring a 
lengthy rescue. This put half o~ the 
sherpa work behind us and provided good 
rescue practice besides. 

Saturday morning, Rob was taught basic 
Single Rope Technique to negotiat~ the 50-
fe.ot pit. Rbout r. 0 eon , both divers were at 
the sump along with 15 of the support crew. 
I was aiming the video camera, and Lamont 
Bt-o:owr. was directirlg the still photograPhlllHF1\ 
Rt the ather end of the sump, John V~~ 
Swearingen IV placed a signal strobe light 
in the water at 2:15 pm and was set up to 
photograph the divers should they connect 
the caves. The divers entered the sump at 
2:34 pr~. Je.e desc~'ibed the dive as 

-, 
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fe.lle;.ws: 
The sump starts ul'.der a ledge, which 

is 15-20 inches high, with a floor of silt 
al'.d gravel. II'.i t ial el',try causes such a 
total silt out that all visual impressions 
of the sump are only fleeting; only for 
brief instants are you enough ahead of the 
silt cloud te. see al'.ythil',g.The very tight 
slot gave way suddenly to a drop off into a 
depth of 6-B feet. I'm only sure of this 
because I felt myself sinking and had to 
add air to the BC. But ~isually all was 
black. 

Recovering, I swam straight ahead and 
felt myself rising. Brief glimpses out of 
the school of muck gave an impression of a 
passage having a mound of silt down the 
middle with the roof and silt dropping off 
to the left side, but nowhere providing 
more thaI" 2 feet of vert ical roc.m, at the 
most. The depth was very shallow, not 
enough to move my depth gauge off the pin. 

Soon the floor sloped downward to give 
a depth of 5-& f~~f, and the~the passage 
spread out to form a room with an airbell 
in the center. Surfacing, we could see an 
above-water passage heading back in the 
gel'leral directie.l', fre;.m which we'd COrl1e. I 
felt that a limited exploration of that 
passage would provide no real information 
of interest. The passage went down again 
and after another low section we entered a 
larger room with a deeper floor. The ceil­
ing seemed to come down on the sides but 
with a definite impression of possible 
continuation of passages ahead and to the 
right arId left. The floc.r seerl1ed te;. be 
sloping in those directions also. 

By this time we had over 300 feet of 
line out with absolutely no tie-offs after 
the initial sump. Line control was becom­
ing a major concern with the line drifting 
upwards and threatening to entangle both of 
us at every move. I had to free Bob's leg 
at least twice from the line. Looking for 
al'.che;.rs, I attempted to al',chor to a bread­
loaf shaped rock on the bottom btit found it 
sealed in a strangely firm layer of silt. 
The rc.ck seerl1ed cemel'.ted il'. place cm the 
floor and I hesitated to create a distur­
bance by breaking it free. 

At this time Bob and I decided to turn 
the dive, having no clear indication of 
where to go. The submerged section between 
Roaring River and War Eagle is evidently a 
complex system in its own right instead of 
the simple passage that we had hoped for. 
The passage started off at 210 degrees but 
we made two turns of at least 20-30 
degrees to the right. This created some 
problems in retracing our path as the 
unconstrained line found its way into the 
crevices on the side of the tunnel as we 
returned, forcing us to find the passable 
portion of the tunnel by feel. 

Altogether we had penetrated a little 
over 300 feet and saw several possible side 
tunnels, but had ~lected to head in the 

generall.y southerly direction, until the_. 
lack of line tie-offs forced us to tur{ 
back. ". J 

The ability te. ce;mtre;oI the 1 i I'.ec.ver a 
long run is the limiting problem. Air was 
no problem; we had about 25 minutes diving 
time and had used less than half the amount 
allocated for penetration. Lack of ~isibi­
lity is I',c·t il'. itself limitil'lg, but r.leal'.S 
of controlling line has been a troublesome 
area on other sump dives. One possibility 
previously mentioned is to carry 4-5 lead 
weights and to anchor to these at each 
change of direction. How~v~r, this calls 
fc.r cC'I',siderable t'eser've buc.yal'.cy. arId 
therefore bulk. The walls did not seem t~ 
have sufficient cracks for pitons or nuts. 
One possibility is to use some sort of mud 
piton such as a thin metal rod. I once 
tried this in Skidmore cave with mixed 
results. The prc.blem is that the silt is 
very soft to a depth of 5-6 inches, but 
quite often hard underneath and unable to 
support the pull of the line. 

lc.tt 
The dive waS interesting and Bob 
fel t that the weekel'ld was we;.rth 

~i 1-
the 

drive frc.m Florida. The vertical tt'ainil',g 
made a big impression on Bob and his son 
Trey (if I can stop using the expression 
"crash cc.urse"). Trey was all set to dc. 
Natural Well Sunday but we elected to go to 
the river in consideration of the rest of' 
the family, but he is talking about gettin~ 
se·me "Seal Trainil',g" duril',g I',ext yea.r' s 
summer training at the Naval Academy wMere 
he's a Midshipman. Thanks to Bill Hanson, 
Mitzy Adams and other trainers, both of 
them negotiated the pit without a problem. 

The logistics were very- smooth with 
only one high-speed trip back for an errant 
duffle bag. Some confUSion was intrOduced 
by the divers in that I ~ent all four tanks 
in ahead of time along with my gear to 
expedite things, but Bob's double harness 
should really have been partially assembled 
at the surface and then reassembled on 
site. One lesson learned is to have a 
check list fe.r critical items. Rs it is, I 
believe that Bill Hanson and his crew did a 
fantastic Job supporting the dive. The keg 
of beer outside the cave entrance was a 
class act' There are a few missing or 
misplaced carabiners floating around, but 
all in all it was a fantastic Job. 

8_Es~I~~sBl - RESCUE/RECOVERY TEAM MEMBERS 

Please be sure to notify the National Crime. 
Ir,formatic.l', Cel'.ter (NCIC) il' • .Jackse;·I'.vi lleml!H!\I:) 
FL, of aI',>," change in ye;.ur address or pnol'.~lil'i 
I',umbers withil'. 24 he;.urs. This is 
abse;.llltely I'.ecessary if the Recovery Team 
is to maintain its credibility and 
efficacy. NCIC Phone: (904) 633-4159 
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r::Bt:iBBQt::; -
by .J "rnes G. 

N"h"t'.:.n, the 
spec i ,,1 cey,c.t e, 
classifies this 

Coke "nd Joh"nn" de Groot 

M"y"n n"me of" rather 
has an appeal to me th"t 
cave dive as one of my 

f"vorites. In more than a year's eHplora­
t ic.n, I h"ve CC.(,le tc. ky,c.w this cave system 
like others know their backyards. 

July of 1385 marked my first visit to 
this cenote as a neophyte explorer of these 
"Jewels of the Juy,gle," le.oking fc.r Y,eW 
ground to be broken. For years people have 
swum and drunk from its crystal clear 
spring/syphon pool, paying little attention 
to the dark, uninviting cavern opening on 
the far side of the cenote. Local Mayan 
descendants still claim today that Chac 
Me.c.l, 
this 

the Mayan Water God, still resides in 
cave, making nocturnal visits to the 

c·pen pc,,:.l. 
Superstitions still run high with the 

Mayans in Quintana Roo, and these supersti­
tions were later to catch up to me, much to 
my chagrin. Who knows what a well-remem­
bered monkey hunter thought as the still 
night waters of Naharon suddenly bubbled to 
life accompanied by an intense glow, the 
whooshing of air, and a chuckle of delight. 
It was then that I found myself at the 
wrong end of a gun; Que Pasa? At that 

Johanna de Groot and Willey, the jeep. Photo by James Coke. 

Johanna de Groot in the Halocline Room of Naharon Cenote. 
Photo by James Coke. 

moment daytime exploration seemed to be the 
rule rather than the exception. 

The first dive in Naharon (with Hilla­
rio Hiler and Jose A. Ezquiel) was merely a 
"peekiy,g" dive; e.ne te. deterMiY,e if thet"e 
w"s anything worthwhile for later explora­
tic.y,. Siy,ce we were ne.t equipped at the 
time for penetration, we limited our dive 
to the daylight portion of ~he cavern. The 
d"rk limestone and huge speleotheMS added 
to our appreciation of the sheer size of 
the main cavern; the lure of the unknown 
beyond the natural light zone was tremen­
dC'LIS. Beye.y,d the large dripstoy,e that 
blocked the cavern opening we could see 
more cave that stayed Just as large as the 
cavern portion. Prudence won the day, 
though, as we tu~"y,ed tt-,e dive, satisfying 
our curiosity that there was indeed more to 
be seeY,. 

Returning to Naharon in November, r 
was prepared this time for some serious 
caVE diving with "nother trained cave 
diver, Johanna de Groot. The 50-y"rd w"lk 
into the Jungle carrying our twin 80's was 
rather warm. The 75-degree water was a 
relief which also brought anticipation to 
the upcoming exploration. After several 
exploratory dives, Johanna commented: 

The first time I descended into 
Naharon Cenote was in the pitch of night. 
A walk through the Jungle with flash­
lights and cave-diving gear was quite 
different from the days five years back 
when I used to walk to this particular 
cenote in the heat of day for a cool, 
refreshing dip. Back then I had snor­
keled down and wondered if that dark hole 
at the far end of the cenote actually 
went anywhere. Now I know, from first­
hay,d experieY,ce, that it certaiy,ly de.es. 

It is y,c· longer a dat"k he.le for (liE, 

but the doorway to a beautiful cavern/ 
cave system with large rooms and narrow 
p"ssageways, "le.ng with a diversity in 
cave diving which is far and few between. 
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Every passageway leads to a room. Many 
of the smaller rooms dip into the halo­
cline while others are very large, with 
beautiful speleothems and large domes. 
The pa~sageways have spectacular pencil 
columns, and soda straws litter the ce11-
i1'",g. After divi1'",g i1'", this system several 
times, I fil',ally had the c.ppc.rtunity tc. 
dive there in the daytime. 

As I was t-ee 1 i 1'"'g ed,Jt, I was st c.pped 
in my tracks by the beauty of the opening 
--a perfect semicircle of turquoise 
light. Tt"uly wc.rth waiti1'",g for. 

The next 3~ dives afterwards entailed 
exploration and surveying down the West or 
Jump Side. Without p'.lshi1'",g our Tr,it"ds, we 
comfortably explored up to the Jump Dome, 
looking into some dead-end side passages. 
Placing safety bottles at that point and 
staging single 80's, we found the restric­
tion that led us beyond to the Double Domes 
and the end of the line as it is today. A 
promising tunnel below the halocline defi­
nitely leads on in the right direction; 
however, double staging and greater depth 
have delayed further exploration in this 
tUl',nel te. date. 

The next 15 dives found us exploring 
the Halocline System or East Side of the 
cave compl~x. The spring current is not as 
strong on this side, and in parts the lime-

The Gang who helped and Willey, the jeep. Photo courtesy of 
"The Dive ShOp," Akumal, Quintana Roo. 

stone is much cleaner and brighter. With a 
halocline laying in the middle of the tun­
l',e1 "and chamber systerll, vi s'-lal bea,Llty and 
dist6rtion playa large part in portions of 
the dive, especially in the Halocline Room. 
Beyond this point the system narrows down, 
wanderi~g towards Chac's Room, the largest 
re.orll i1'", the wh.:.le, system. With mc.re stag­
ing, the exploration has continued beyond 
into a wide bedding plane system, leading 
to confusion as to the best direction to 
pt"c,ceed iI',. 

Logistics can be somewhat of a problem 

Johanna de Groot entering the Halocline Room of Naharon Cenote. 
Photo by James Coke. 

in diving Naharon and other 
Quintana Roo and the Yucatan. 

cel',c.t es i l'". 
Arra1'".g i 1'".g 

for the proper equipment has always been a 
hassle. All the correct gear must be 
brought in from the States. Double l~~'s, 

drysuits, and other such luxuries are dif­
ficult to import and to hold on to. A~d, 

if specialized equipment fails, replacement 
parts can take weeks to obtain. ' 

Just getting to the dive site can i( 
itself be taxil',g. Naharc.I" is a 5~-yar6 
walk in and out. After our longer dives, 
as many as six trips are made back and 
forth to the cenote to minimize the chance 
of decompression sickness. The nearest 
recompression chambers are in Cozumel and 
Merida--when they are working. Other 
cenotes are very close to the access point; 
some required the use of a 4-wheel dri~e 
Jeep, thickly padded seats, and a know­
ledgeable guide. 

All iI', all, the spirit c.f explc,ratic.1'", 
t'erllail"s stt-c'I',g i1'", Qui1'",ta1'",a Roo. The few 
resident cave divers with CDS training are 
beginning to make significant contributions 
to the international cave-diving community; 
this becomes apparent due to the greater 
amount of information that originates from 
this part of the world. The number of non­
resident cave divers visiting this area is 
increasing as well; their testimony will 
support the fact that the Yucatan is indeed 
a rich area still largely untouched in 
underwater cave exploration. 

Equipment and logistical considera­
tions will slowly change over the next few 
years, making accessibility to the caves 
easier. Yet there will always be the same 
sense of adventure in cenote diving .in tMer~ 
QL\intal',a Rc . .:., I',ot bat"t-il'",g supet-stitiC'1'",~gH!!l 
Chac rr,.: .. :.l, .:.t- surpt-ised r'K'I',key hUl'",tet's. 'ldill,) 

PHOTOS opposite page: (Top) Johanna de Groot ln the spring side 
of Ojo East of Dos OJos Cenotes. Photo by James Coke, (Bottom 
left) Mayan corn grinder in Ojo West Cavern. Photo by Johanna 
de Groot. (Bottom right) Mayan artifacts in Ojo west Cavern. 
Photo by Johanna de Groot. 
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C' 
Johanna de Groot in typical bedding plane of Dos Ojos Cenotes. 
Photo by James Coke. 

b8~Q_~IEI~_sBYItlBQE§_~8~s -
reprir,ted fre.m the Nature Cor,servar,cy 

Newsletter, Winte- 1986 

Erythrops Cave and an associated sink­
hole system have beer, de.nated to The Nature 
Coy,servay,cy fe.r the pre.tect ie<Tf of the 
globally unique red-eyed cave crayfish. 

Named E~Q£~m~~~~~ g~~ib~QE§, the cray­
fish exists on this two-acre site in num­
bers unmatched anywhere. Other highly 
ray,ked ir,vertebrates--McLane's Cave Cray­
fish ar,d cave arllphipe.ds--also share the 
sink. 

The site was a November gift frOM 
Buford C. Pruitt, Jr. of Jacksonville, who 
bought the site and surrounding acreage in 
1985 specifically to protect its n~tural 

- values. ,Pruitt, a pre.fessie.nal ecologist, 
is a long-time friend of the Conservancy. 

The area will be managed through ~he 

Conservancy's Florida State Office and is 
the fourth subterranean acquisition to 
date. Others are: Warren Cave, Marianna 
Bat Cave, and Peacock Springs. These sites 
protect some of the nation's most rare 
fauna, many found nowhere else in the 
world. 

8~QI~sB_E~8§Q~_IQ_QI~s_bIIIbg_EI~~B 
by Re.b McGu i re 

Sometimes it is difficult to get your 
dive buddies <Dan Butler) to dive a cave 
systerl1 that they have dived before and then 
think that there is nothing else to see. 
Well, if this is you problem with Little 
River, then I have have good news for you. 

While diving with Bob Gibson in late 
Jur,e, I was checkiy,g fe.r possible leads iy. 
the "Old Deep Tuymel" without success. 01'. 
this particular dive I pushed a small tun­
Y,el, about 50 feet iy,to the Deep Turmel, or. 
the left side. Pushi1',g thre.ugh a restric­
tie.r" the turmel ce.r,tir,ued for about 15 
feet were it ther. brar,ched to the left ar,d 
right. The right brar,ch loe.ps back to the 
Deep Tunnel while the left continues on to 
a restriction. I had laid 40 feet of line 
<yes, Re.ger, it's kne.tted) up t,o this 
restrict ioY" wh ich ce.y,sisted of a ledge 
proJect i 1',g hal f way acre·ss the t,:,r'Y'~I~<gh 
Tryir,g to wc.rm thrc.ugh the restrlct 10'l~::l!rll 
kr,e.cked -oY,e of my first stages really good~lkJ~' 
ar,d caused aI', air loss. Before turnir,g the 
dive I pushed through and sized up the 
remainder of the tunnel, 
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c 
about 12 inches wider than 100'5, and about 
3 feet high. 

On a subsequent dive I laid another 20 
feet of line, but the passage now consisted 
.=.f del icate prc'Ject ic.Y.s ay.d a "Crl.lst" 01", 

the floor which would have been damaged by 
cc.y.t il".ued "wormil".g." There are several 
other small areas and cracks which could 
yield new passage. 

I hope that some of you quiet types 
out there will write of SOMe of your inte­
resting dives. It definitely keeps UWS on 
the good reading list. 

CAVE DIVING SECTION ~y§§ - now available 

Treasurer Joe Prosser came up with the 
idea of having coffee mugs made up with the 
CDS logo on one side, and the basic rules 
of cave diving on the other. The 6-oz. 
cups are are made of white china-glass, and 
the emblerl1 and rules are prir.ted in black. 
(The entire stock that he brought to the 
Wi nter Workshop sold out almost imr,1ed l­
ately.> 

The Coffee Mugs are: 

$5 
$6 

members ($4 + $1 post/hand) 
y.oy,-rnembers/UWS subscribers 

($5 + $1 post/har,d) 

~nnkThey can be ma i I-ordered by send i I".g 
\W:~::or rnc.ney order for the appropriate 

to: 

a check 
amount 

NSS-CDS Publications 
P.O. 950 
Branford, FL 32008-0950 

We have put in a couple of enormous orders 
for new T-shirts to meet the increasing 
demand. We hope to have new shirts of the 
"5iy.gle Diver" ay,d '''Two Diver" desigy,s from 
TAP5 Graphics of High Springs (Terri 
Skiles) sometime in the very near future; 
announcerney,t wi 11 be made in UWS. However, 
the new order of white and navy collared 
sports shirts and Cave Diver's Excuse 
Shirts has already been completed. These 
may be ordered through Publications at the 
above address. 

COLLARED SPORTS SHIRT 
Short sleeve 
NSS-CDS lc.ge. or, front pe.cket 
Sizes: Men's M, L, XL 
Colors: White, Navy 
Price: $13 members (includes p/h) 

$14 - y.oy.-members ( ) 

CAVE DIVER'S 
EXCUSE SHIP.T 
Can't go cave clivins because 
• ca"l find Ih.rtUp. 
· a' ... .,.10 .• ui; 
• fourtlo Daekup replrior- noi I..n 

_haul.c1 ill·1ad __ WPk. 
• Jupn.ot' .lig ... .1 wi\1I ...... 
• t=_ i .. ,,10 •• 111 
• nve _ ..all f1II" "'~1. rI:a •• ! 
• "u..aro'" only Tellu t. 3,o0 pai 
• I.ri: ........ 1 

'. c..rI: ~ wi- .... _ f.r ... ., ...... 

• d." suit Ia'" 
• _ Hi'\; \a.lea 
• .,....t all MY -lIMY '-ills -til ... 

IO'bIpid t-shirb priNd up 
• ...... I~ ... y it". cruy 

CAVE DIVER'S EXCUSE SHIRT 
Short sleeve 
Black prir.tiy.g or, fl""ol",t of shirt 
Sizes: M, L. XL 
Colors; Gold, Orange 

(pre-existing stock); 
White printing on frol".t of shirt 
Sizes: Men's L (Green), XL (Green), 

M (Maroon), S (T~a~e Blue) 

Price: $'3.50 
$10.50 

members (i~cludes p/h) 
r.on-rnernbers ( ) 
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EBQE~2~lQ~8b_~1~1~§_1~2IBU~IIQ~~ 
_bbQY1L~81b~Y 

by Milledge Murphey 

AUTHOR'S NOTE: The development of a cave­
diving instructor is a process of interest 
to us all. Lloyd Bailey typifies this 
development and his scuba-diving story 
fe. 11 ':'ws: 

During 1975, Lloyd Bailey moved from 
North Carolina to Flo~ida to work at Disney 
World as a lifeguard at the Polynesian 
Resort Hotel. He later taught water skiin~ 
and sailing at the Disney Contemporary 
Resort He.tel. Whi Ie there he - taught 
advanced lifesaving to Disney World staff 
and learned SCuba diving at Disney World 
through the employees scuba prog~am there. 
Wayne Mitchell was Lloyd's NAU! inst~ucto~ 

at Disney for his initial NAU! BaSic Scuba 
~ating and has had a profound effect on his 
scuba ca~ee~. 

The events which led to Lloyd'S move 
f~om Rocky Mount, North Carolina, to 
O~lal',de. il',cluded sevel', sur!lr{jet~S spel',t at 
sailing camp where, at 12 yea~s of age, he 
asked to take scuba lessons but was refused 
by his parents. He then waited f~om 1968 
until 1978 to realize his dream of becoming 
a certified diver. 

Folle.wil"Q certificatiem, al',d du~il',g 

his yea~s in Orlando, he dove West Palm 
Beach, Cape Canaveral, Ft. Pierce and other 
sites, being heavily involved in low-visi­
bility spearfishing with Jim Reid. 
(Author's note: Lloyd regards Jim as the 
mc.st ce.mpetel',tspearfisherrnal'. with whe.m he 
has come in contact). 

He transferred from Valencia Community 
College to the University of Florida with a 
major in Chemistry during 1979, and became 
involved in Advanced Scuba Diving Training 
under the late Paul Meng. (Author's note: 
Lloyd emphatically states that Paul is the 
only genius he has ever metro Following 
the advanced course, Paul motivated Lloyd 
te. bece.me a scuba il',structe.r, al',d il'. 1981 
Lloyd became a PRDI instructor in an 
Instructor Training Course conducted at the 
University of Florida. Paul Meng so stimu­
lated Lloyd'S int~rest tha~ Lloyd attended 
an I.T.C. previous to the one during which 
he w~s certified (as an audit experience). 
During the summer of 1981, Lloyd be9an 
full-time professional scuba instruction 
with SiN open-water and advanced scuba 
courses, some taught through Sea Level 

--Seub.a iI', 6a"il',esvi lIe, al',d e.thers, i I',depel',­
del',t 1 y. 

At one time, Lloyd stated that he 
~ould never go into subaquatic caves, never 
ge. deeper thaI', 100 feet, "I',e.r do stage 
decompression. (Author's note: Lloyd now 
does all of these things weekly.) 

Lloyd began cavern diving with the 
Gator Scuba Club at the University of 
Fle·t'ida duril',g 1980, and iI', 1'381 asked Paul 
to teach hi~ NACD Cave Diving. Paul 

agreed, and Lloyd entered training as an 
NACD Cave Diver; however, this training did 
not end in certification due to Paul's 
untimely death. Lloyd st.ates that he has 
never been certified as a Cavern or Cave 
Diver and that the circumstances su~round-

1ng this were Paul's untimely death and a 
chance meeting of Llojd and Forrest Wilson 
at Peace.ck Slough duril',g March, 1982-. At 
this f"eetil',g, Fe.rrest invited Lle.yd te. 
attend an NSS Cave Diving I.T.C. of whiCh 
he was course director, with a staff inclu­
ding Wes Skiles and several other cave­
d i v i r,g I',e.t ab 1 es. AfIlCoI',g the st udel',t s i 1'. t 1(-' 
ce'lIT'Se were Mark Lee'I',ard, Je.e Od e.fIl , R.O-.. " 
Crotty, and Bill Dunn, all of whom have 
been active members of the NSS-CDS. 

Lloyd ce.mpleted the NSS-CDS CaverI', 
Divil'.g I.T.C. duril',g the Spril',g of 19,82 
with his student-assistant duties being 
conducted under the experienced guidanceCof 
Wes Skiles. Lloyd cContinued to assist Wes 
and ultimately was certified as an NSS-CDS 
Basic Cave Diving !nst~uctor (February 
1984) • 

Shortly after being certified as a 
full cave-diving instructor, Lloyd was 
employed as a part-time cavern- and cave­
diving instructor (along with Mark Leonard, 
Director of Underwater Education) at the 
Branford Dive Center. This was during the 
Fall of 1983, and during May 1984 Lloyd 
became Director of Underwater Educ.tion at 
Branford Dive Center. "-During 1984, Lloyd 
was the me.st active cave-_divil',g il',structe~r 

in America, with 151 st udel',ts ta,-\ght al',d 
certified at Branford Dive Center, andhe 
was appointed to the NSS-CDS Cave Divin~ 

Training Committee. 
"Lle.yd Bai ley's SCl\ba" was il',itiated 

as a business during 1981 and reached sig­
nificant income levels during 1983. Rt 
this Juncture Lloyd was teaching open-water 

In ce.ut'ses at a 11 I eve 1 s i I',dependel',t 1 y, teac~~Hll1 
, C tl,!,,'1 lr,g NSS-CDS Cavern al',d Baslc ave COUt'S ,Hl,' 

f'~.r Bt-·anfe.t--d Dive Cent et-·, al',d c.:.I',duct i I"g 
dive trips to West Palm Beach, the Bahamas, 
and other resort areas. In addition, Lloyd 
continued his retail sales position with 
SEa Level Scuba in Gainesville. 
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Dut'ing 1984, Lle.yd taltght 4 assistant 
instructors, 5 divemasters (3 becamE NRUI 

.instructors) , and more than 200 students to 
(, .. -.. ;cuba dive (Dr caverI'. ar.d cave dive). 

Lloyd became a sales representative with 
Dive Rite Manufacturing Company [Mark 
Leonard, Presidentj during the summer of 
1984, after having great success with 
retailing for Sea Level Scuba ($20,000 
gross sales during 1983). 

( 

During February, 1985, Lloyd once 
again increased his professional license by 
successfully completing the NACO Cave 
Diving I.T.C. at Ginnie Springs with Train­
ing Director, Ron Menke, assisted by Steve 
Gerrard and Ron Abner. Lloyd then became 
one of a select few in cave-diving instruc­
tion who have been certified by both the 
NSS-CDS (#172) and the NACO (#43) as full 
Cave Diving Instructors. 

Lloyd subsequently incorporated 
cavern- and cave-diving instruction into 
his Gainesville~based scuba-instruction 
business and presently teaches actively in 
the Gainesville area, in Rocky Mount, North 
Carolina, and in Charleston, South Caro­
lina. Few, if any, independent instructors 
teach in three states; thus Lloyd's energy 
and perseverence make him unique in the 
scuba-instruction world. Lloyd plans to 
expand his North and South Carolina 
instructional activities in the immediate 
future, in addition to his already success­
Pul Gainesville-based business interests. 

I asked Lloyd for specific information 
about his personal diving and learned that 
he had been influenced greatly by Woody 

Lloyd Bailey (far right) and cave-diving students. 

Jasper during his formative sUbaquatic-cave 
exploration period. Lloyd credits Woody 
with expertise as an innovative cave diver, 
explorer, and. equipment-modification 
wizard. Lloyd's personal statistics as of 
Oct. 23, 1985 were 1,210 total dives with a 
yearly average of 300+ dives. 

His accomplishments include a maximum 
depth of 230 feet (at the Eagles Nest 
upstream section duri~g 1982), and a maxi­
mum pe~etration dive at Anderson Springs in 
North Suwannee County during Fall 1983 o~ a 
single stage dive during which 110 feet of 
new line were added to an impasse at a 
severe, almost complete restriction. This 
dive was led by Lamar Hires, and Lloyd 
CC'ltr.ts it as or,e of his most merllorable 
dives. Other dives have i~cluded a triple 
stage in Little River with Hires duri~g 

which they per,etrated past the Termil",al 
Room. At this poi~t, Lloyd describes the 
passage as ominous, with a~ unstable 
"Jello-like" floor with a rolling gray 
appearance at a depth of 80 feet (5 feet 
maximum vertica.l cl~ara~ce) and no percep­
tible water flow. 

Ar.ot her recc.ll ect i or, wh i ch L I c.yd has 
is his first actual cave dive, which was in 
Al achua Si r.k. Wi th 1",0 trai r,i r.g, he ar.d 
Will Whitesides (from Tennessee), began 
divi~g weekly at Alachua Sink. Lloyd's 
first stage dive was at this site with a 
single 94.6-cubic-foot tank on his back and 
a single 50-cubic-foot. tank (complete with 
back pack) worn o~ his chest. After this 
dive, he quickly decided to seek training, 
as he had heard that no trained cave diver 
had ever succumbed to the alluring depths 
c.f the subaquatic el"oVirc.r.rller.t. 
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Lloyd h~s double staged and scootered 
in Devil's Eye, double st~ged upstre~m from 
Friedman's Sink, and dane extensive recon­
naissance in the Green Sink System. Fur­
ther, he has st~ged in Madison and plans 
scooter st~ges in the Tallahassee and Mer­
ritt Mill Pond areas in the future. Lloyd 
has great respect for Bill Main and states 
that Bill. was the only advanced cave diver 
would would readily offer advice when he 
wa~ learning how to cave dive during 1981. 
Mal'lY e.t het' ~dval',ced cC<.ve divers sr.ubbed 
Lloyd and his friends in those early years, 
Lle.yd t'epe.t'ts. 

During the Spring of 1981, Lloyd and 
Will Whitesides dove Eagles Nest to a depth 
of 19~ feet on a morning dive, and later in 
the afternoon, decided to dive at Hospital 
Hole to 140 feet. For the dive at Hospital 
Hole they each used a single 94.6-cubic­
foot cylinder with two second-stage regu­
lators, leaving them without s~fe seconds 
(octopuses). The tanks were filled to a 
hefty 3,6~~ psi and both divers believed 
that the dive could be c6nducted safely 
without safe seconds as they placed a 
decompression cylinder at 1~ feet for this 
stop should it be needed. 

Things went uneventfully until it was 
discovered that an air-calculation error 
had been made (in that Whitesides had inad­
vertantly violated the Third's Rule) 
resulting in an out-of-air situation during 
the second decompression (2~ feet). 

At this point both divers were at 2~ 

feet buddy breathing from .Lloyd's rapidly 
dwindling air supply with the full cylinder 
iI', view above them at the 1~-foot ste.p. As 
the remaining ai~ grew ominously small, 
Whitesides decided to free ascend to the 
10-foot stop, and he remained at 10 feet to 
complete his interrupted decompression 
schedLlle. 

Lloyd states that from this point on 
he decided that he would never again dive 
anywhere without a safe second and further, 
that he would always leave his decompres­
sion cylinder at the lowest possible decom­
pression stop for the planned dive. 

Another dive Lloyd remembers is the 

"''' .....• - ... 
......... :.',.--' ,. 

Spring House at White Springs where he used 
~ll of his safety reels and continued the 
dive to a depth of 160 feet (with no gues~ .. 
as to penetration) due to the turbi~ 

q~ality of 5-20-meter visibility water~ 

Final:y, a near miss occurred when Lloyd 
and Jeff Bozanicentered the confines of 
BI.:.n-(".ett Sp~'ir.gs duri I'.g AI.lgLISt 1984. Dut'i 1"9 
thiS dive, Bozanic, using unfamiliar eqUip­
ment, experienced a first-stage high-pres­
sure failure at the upstream/downstream 
Juncture (1,800 feet penetration). A mas­
sive freeflow ensued during which Bozanic 
inadvertently closed his non-freeflowing 
val ve. 

Rt this point, with 6-inch visibility, 
Lloyd gave his safe second to Jeff, who was 
leading, and the pai~ began a tauch-contC<.ct 
-on-line exit. Bozanic later regained the 
ft~eefle.wil'.g ~'egulate.r ir. Cot'der te. r,lake use 
of the air which he now discovered he was 
losing. In the resulting silted-out Situa­
tion, the wrong passage was inadvertently 
selected C<.t a fork in the line and Lloyd, 
wh.~.se. pe.licy it is tl.:. r.la~'k all lir.e fe'j-"'ks 
with his own clothes pin, discovered the 
error, enabling the pair to regain the 
correct exit route. As they passed the 
Phreatic Way restriction, Bozanic fin~lly 

discovered that he had turned off his non­
freeflowing regulC<.tor, at which point he 
reopened the appropriate valve. The pair 
tr.en Exited, after ar, infinitely -elc·se, 
call. (' 

Lloyd's favorite part of his profes 
sion is teC<.ching cavern and cC<.ve diving. 
He believes that the cavern program is the 
most valuable diving training currently 
offered for all divers, whether they intend 
te. cave dive e.r r,.:.t. (ALtthe.r's ,r.c.te: I 
concur fully with this belief.) Lloyd has 
enjoyed Meeting .people from acro~s the 
United States and foreign countries during 
his i r.struct ie.r. arid r,c'w teaches NSS-CDS, 
NACD, and PADI Cavern Courses on the 1st 
weeksr.d of each rIlemt h. Ad d it i e. 1', a 11 y, he 
te~ches Basic Cave on the 3rd weekend of 
each mqnth and offers open-water courses at 
all levels through the NAUI,PADI, and YMCA 
certifying agencies • 

. ----===-------------------------------------------------------------------~--.. ---------.~ 
NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL 
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